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SHABBAT SCHEDULE
Minha
6:00pm
Shir Hashirim:
6:20pm
Candle Lighting:
7:14pm
Second Minha
7:20pm
Shaharit Netz Minyan: 6:35am
Shaharit:
8:30am
Youth Minyan:
Recess
Zeman Keriat Shema
9:51am
2nd Zeman Keriat Shema 10:25am
Daf Yomi Marathon
Recess
Shiur
Recess
Minha:
6:50pm
Followed by Seudat Shelishit,
Children’s/Teenager Program, & Arvit

Shabbat Ends:
Rabbenu Tam

8:14pm
8:45pm

Kahal Kadosh, due to the unfortunate
spread of the Corona Virus in our areas,
the Bet Hakenesset is Closed for
Services. Hashem should speedily remove
from us this pandemic and cure all of Am
Yisrael Amen.
We have a daily Minyan & a few daily
Shiurim on Zoom. Please take advantage
& Zoom in to what’s important in life!
This Shabbat is Shabbat Hahodesh /
Mebarechim. (Shemot 12:1-20)
Haftarat Hahodesh Yechazkel 45:18 46:15
Rosh Hodesh Nisan BH is this Thursday
March 26 th

WEEKLY SCHEDULE
SUNDAY
Shaharit:
Shaharit #2
Minha/Arvit

6:40am
8:00am
7:20pm

Followed by Teenager Program
& Mishnayot In Recess

MONDAY TO FRIDAY
Shiur
Shaharit
Hodu Approx:
Shaharit #2
Shiur in Spanish
Daf Yomi
Minha
Followed by Arvit

Recess
6:40am
6:55am
Recess
Recess
TBA
7:20pm

We would like to remind our Kahal Kadosh to please Donate wholeheartedly towards our Beautiful Kehila. Anyone
interested in donating for any occasion, Avot Ubanim $120, Kiddush $350, Seudat Shelishit $275, Weekly Bulletin
$150, Weekly Daf Yomi $180, Daf Yomi Masechet $2500, Yearly Daf Yomi $5000, Weekly Breakfast $150, Daily
Learning $180, Weekly Learning $613, Monthly Rent $3500, & Monthly Learning $2000, Please contact the Board
Thanking you in advance for your generous support. Tizke Lemitzvot!

Re fua h She le m a List
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Men
Yosef Zvi Ben Sara Yosefia,
Yosef Haim Ben Mesouda
Mordechai Ben Brucha Malka
Shmalo,
Yizhak Abraham Ben Sheli,
Yosef Yizhak Ben Sara Hana,
Mordechai Ben Miriam,
Meir Raymond Ben Mathilde
Menahem Ben Shira
Aviv Ben Luba Miriam
Mordechai Ben Mercedes
Eliyahu Ben Mazal

• Isaac Ben Mesoda,
• Haim Ben Marcelle,
• Yizhak Ben Simja
• Reuben Ben Eta,
• Michael Ben Aliza,
• Eliel Moshe Ben Sarah
• Refael Ben Clara
• Netanel Sayegh Ben Rosa
• Eliyahu Ben Mazal
• Shalom Gibly Ben Fortuna
• Yaakov Ben Simha Alegria

בס''ד

Wom e n
Simja Bat Esther,
• Sara Ledicia Bat Mesoda,
Rachel Bat Sarah,
• Alegria Simha Bat Esther,
Nina Bat Rachel,
• Naomie Bat Rarel Adda,
• Malka Bat Joyce Simja,
Gitel Rina Bat Yael,
Miriam Bat Sofy,
• Sivan Simha Bat Yehudit,
Rahma Bat Simha
• Natalie Rachel Bat Nancy,
Esther Bat Fortuna • Abigael Haya Bat Esther
Malka Bat Dina
• Madeleine Bat Esther
Raizel Bat Miriam
• Nurit Jacqueline Bat Rahel
Leah Bat Rivka
• Marcelle Mesoda Bat Alegria
Camouna Bat Fortuna • Eva Bat Yael Khayat

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
• Sol Bat Perla

Torah Teasers (AISH)
1. This parsha begins with Moshe assembling the entire congregation together (Exodus 35:1). What are two
other places in the Torah where someone gathers together a congregation?
2. In this parsha, what four types of jewelry do the Jews donate to the Mishkan?
3. In this parsha, what is done "every morning" (baboker baboker)? What else in the Torah is done "every
morning"? (3 answers)

4. Where in this parsha are wings mentioned?
5. Which two items in the Tabernacle are made of one solid piece of gold? What other item, used in the
desert, was fashioned from one solid piece of metal?
1. What type of coin, mentioned in this parsha, is mentioned only one other time in the Torah (and where)?
2. Of all the precious metals collected for the Tabernacle, which had the largest amount?
3. What precious stone appears three times on the clothing of the High Priest?
4. Which two of the 12 stones found on the breastplate (choshen) are mentioned elsewhere in the Torah - not
in relation to the Tabernacle?
5. Where in this parsha are bells mentioned?

Answers
1) In parshat Korach, Korach gathers a rebellious congregation around Moshe and Aharon (Numbers 16:19). In parshat Chukat, Moshe and
Aharon gather together the congregation before bringing forth water from the rock (Numbers 20:10).
2) The people bring "bracelets, nose rings, rings, and body jewelry" (Exodus 35:22).
3) Bne Yisrael continue to bring gifts to Moshe for the Tabernacle, "every morning" (baboker baboker) (Exodus 36:3). The same expression is used
in the following three places: (1) In parshat Beshalach, describing when the Manna is collected (Exodus 16:21). (2) In parshat Tezaveh, when
the Torah describes how Aharon burns the incense every morning (Exodus 30:7). (3) In parshat Tzav when the Torah describes how Aharon
kindled wood every morning to keep a fire burning on the altar (Leviticus 6:5).
4) The cherubs had wings that spread over the Holy Ark (Exodus 37:9).
5) The cover and cherubs on top of the Holy Ark is made "of one banged out solid piece of gold" (Exodus 37:7), as is the Menorah (37:17) In
parshat Beha'aoltcha, Moshe is commanded to fashion two trumpets, each out of "one solid piece of banged out silver" (Numbers 10:1).
6) The following items are shaped as squares: the Golden Altar (Exodus 37:25), the Copper Altar (38:1), and the breastplate (choshen) of the High Priest (39:9)
1) Each person was expected to donate to the Tabernacle a beka of silver, the value of half a shekel (Exodus 38:26 with Rashi). In parshat
Chayeh Sarah, when Eliezer gives gifts to Rivkah, the earring has the weight of a beka (Genesis 24:22 with Rashi).
2) Silver, with a tally of 100 (kikar) talents and 1,775 shekels, is collected in the greatest amount (Exodus 38:25).
3) The shoham stone is twice on the shoulder straps of the ephod (39:8), and also appears on the fourth row of the breastplate (choshen) (Exodus 39:13).
4) (1) The sapir stone is on the choshen (Exodus 39:11) and also mentioned in parshat Mishpatim as the vision the elders saw at Mount Sinai (Exodus
24:10). (2) The shoham stone which is on

both the choshen (39:13) and the straps of the ephod (35:9) also appears in parshat Bereishis when describing
the rivers flowing from the Garden of Eden (Genesis 2:12).

5) "Golden bells" appear on the bottom of the robe (me'il) worn by the High Priest (Exodus 39:25).

If anyone would like to contact our Synagogue, please feel free to email info@hechalshalom.org
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Community Announcements
(It is YOUR Community, make the most of it!)

Miscellaneous Announcements:
• This Week’s Congregational Kiddush has been Cancelled
• The Kiddush Club Initiative. Anyone interested donating a Kiddush Please kindly contact the Board. Tizke
Lemizvot!
• This Week’s Seudat Shelishit has been Cancelled
This Week’s Breakfast has been Cancelled
Anyone interested in sponsoring Breakfast for this week or on any day please contact the Board.
• This Week’s Daf Yomi is still available for Sponsorship!
•

•
•
•

If anyone is interested in creating a weekly class in your house or an individual class, please do not hesitate to contact the Board.
We are trying to update our Congregant’s contact information. We would like to start sending texts about different Events and
Shiurim. We would also like to start emailing the weekly bulletin. We would like to start a list of Nahalot/Azkarot/Yahrzeits.
We would also like to make a Refuah Shelema list. Please send your contact information to the Board at info@hechalshalom.org
Please feel free to contact any of the board members either in person, or via email with suggestions or comments. Our email
addresses are:

Important Message!!!
Eruv Update: Surfside: The Eruv in Surfside now includes the walking paths along the beach. Pushing strollers and carrying is
•
•
•

permitted on the paths, but not beyond the path or onto the beach.
Bal Harbour: The Eruv in Bal Harbour included the inner (western) walking path only. The pier at Haulover Cut is not included.
Due to the recent reorganization of seats in the Bet Hakenesset, We are happy to announce the NEW possibility of purchasing seats
in the Bet Hakenesset. For more information, please contact the Board.
Before hanging up anything anywhere in the Bet Hakenesset, please seek authorization from the Board. This includes flyers etc.
Please be advised that prior to bringing any food or drinks for any occasion, you must first seek the authorization from the Board.

Special Announcements
•

•

We are pleased to announce that Ness 26 is part of the Amazon Charity Program, which would allow our community to
collect 0.5% of all the orders made by any of you on Amazon.com. In order to register you need to log on
smile.amazon.com and select Ness 26, Inc as the Charitable Organization you want to support, and from then shop on
smile.amazon.com instead of www.amazon.com. It won’t cost anything more, and is an easy way to contribute to our budget
needs.
Anyone wishing to receive the Daily Halacha please send a whatsapp message to Simon Chocron 786-351-1573

Community Calendar:
• The program for Teenaged Boys ages 13-18 Started again with Great Succes with Shiur & Supper on Sunday Evenings
After Arvit at around at 6:30 pm With Supper. New Participants Welcome! Anyone wishing to sponsor this Shiur Please
contact the Board. Tizke Lemitzvot! In Recess
• We have started the Mishmar Program Every other Thursday evening at 8:00 pm with Chulent, Beer, & Snacks. Everyone
is welcome!
Avot Ubanim: This Mosae Shabbat at 7:45pm In Recess
Youth Minyan
• We are very proud of our YOUTH/TEEN MINYAN lead by our Dear Dr. Ari Benmergui geared to train and teach our
future generations on the different Tefillot and Parashiyot. Please encourage your children to come early & participate.
Looking forward to seeing lots of Nahat from them!
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We would like to Whole Heartedly Thank our Dear Friends

Mr. Albert Gad
for generously Donating the TORAH LEARNING of

Adar 5780
In memory of his Dear Father
Nisan Gad Bar David z”l
Tihye Nishmato Tzerura Bitzror Hahayim Amen

We truly appreciate it. In this merit, may Hashem Bless
you & your wonderful families with all the Berachot
of the Torah. Amen.

Happy Birthday To
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

29th ,

Saadia Aquinin – Sun. Mar.
Mr. Irving Levine – Sun. Mar. 29th ,
Mrs. Evelyn Belecen – Tue. Mar. 31st.
Benjamin Cohen – Wed. Apr. 1st,
Michael Taieb – Wed. Apr. 8th ,
Mrs. Batya Belecen – Fri. Apr. 10th ,
Mrs. Tiffany Lemmel (Shoshan) – Fri. Apr. 10 th ,
Paloma Esther Zonana – Sun. Apr. 12 th ,
Eden Grace Albergel – Mon. Apr. 13th ,

Eliyahu Chocron – Tue. Apr. 14th ,
Mr. Sammy Maya – Tue. Apr. 14th ,
Tehila Taieb – Wed. Apr. 15th ,
David Gad – Sun. Apr. 19th ,
Dr. Jean Jacques Edderai – Mon. Apr. 20th

Happy Anniversary To
• Sammmy & Naama Maya March 19th

Na ha lot
• Shelomo Hacohen Scali Bar Miriam z”l the 27th of Adar
(Grandfather of Mr. Salomon Cohen)
• Rajel Hola Ishto Shel Yitzchak Vaturi z”l the 2nd of
Nisan (Grandmother of The Aquinins)
• Yaacov Courchia z”l the 3rd of Nisan
(Father of Jean Paul Courchia) ( Next Shabbat)
Next Shabbat:
• Yaacov Courchia z”l the 3rd of Nisan
(Father of Jean Paul Courchia) (Shabbat)
• Mercedes Aquinin Bat Mordechai z”l the 4th of Nisan
(Father of Mr. Saadia Aquinin)
• Estelle Esther Bat Mahklouf z”l the 5th of Nisan
(Aunt of Mrs. Ilanit Taieb)
• Rachel Tangir Bat Alia z”l the 7th of Nisan
(Grandmother of Mr. Simon Chocron)
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•

Sabeto & Fortuna Maya March

21st

Community Shiurim
Weekday mornings:
• 7:45AM to 8:45AM: Daf Yomi Masechet SHABBAT. NEW DAF YOMI
MASECHET! New participants are welcome! It is a great time to start
learning the Daf and join thousands of Jews across the world in this
incredible project.
• 8:45 AM to 9:45 AM: Mishna Berura Learning in Depth Halacha &
Conduct finishing the Second Helek soon. New participants welcome!
Weekday afternoons:
• After Arvit:
o Monday through Thursday: Shiurim in Spanish by Rabbi Tenenbaum on
assorted topics.

Shabbat:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Shabbat night before Arvit: Short lecture on the Parasha of the week.
Shabbat Morning: Short Lecture on the Parashah of the week.
Shabbat Morning: Lecture on the Parashah of the week after Kiddush
Shabbat Afternoon – Shiur at 4:30pm
Teenager Shiur – with Isaac Benmergui During Seudat Shelishit.
Children’s Program – During Seudat Shelishit
Seudat Shelishit: Short lecture on the Parasha of the week.
Abot Ubanim Father & Son’s Program – Mosae Shabbat with Prizes

Sunday:
• Teenager Shiur – After Arvit with supper served.
• Children’s Program – After Arvit Mishnayot Program with Rabbi Cash

WEEKLY INSPIRATION

G-d’s Love for the Jewish
People
(Rabbi Mansour from Daily Halacha)

Parashiyot Vayakhel-Pekudeh tell of the
construction of the Mishkan, the mobile
Sanctuary which Beneh Yisrael carried with
them as they traveled through the wilderness.
It was later replaced by the permanent Bet
Ha’mikdash in Jerusalem.
At the center of the Bet Ha’mikdash was the
Aron (ark), which contained the stone tablets
given to Moshe at Mount Sinai, and which was
kept behind a curtain, in the most sacred
chamber of the Bet Ha’mikdash. The Aron had
a special covering that featured two Kerubim
(cherubs), one male and one female, whose
wings spread upward over the Aron. The
Kerubim served as the "barometer," so-tospeak, of G-d’s relationship with His nation.
When G-d was pleased with the people, then
the Kerubim faced one another, symbolizing
the closeness and affection between G-d and
Am Yisrael. But when G-d was displeased by
the nation’s conduct, the Kerubim would
miraculously turn around such that their backs
faced one another, expressing the loss of this
close connection.
There was a time, however, when the Kerubim
were neither positioned with their backs
against one another, nor facing one another –
but rather
embracing
one another.
Surprisingly enough, this occurred at the time
of the destruction of the second Bet
Hamikdash. The Gemara relates that when
the Romans plundered the Bet Ha’mikdash,
before they set it ablaze, they opened the
curtain and entered the sacred chamber
where the Aron was kept. To their
astonishment, they saw the two Kerubim
embracing one another. The Romans then
ridiculed the Jews for having such an image in
their holiest spot.
Why were the Kerubim embracing at this
moment? If the position of the Kerubim
reflected the nature of G-d’s relationship to His
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nation at that time, then we would certainly
expect the Kerubim to be turned away from
one another when G-d was destroying the Bet
Ha’mikdash as a result of the nation’s
misdeeds. And yet, the Kerubim at this time
were not only looking at one another, but
embracing!
One answer is that this was G-d’s "farewell
embrace" before sending the Jewish Nation
away into a very long exile. Even though G-d
was compelled to drive the nation into exile,
He nevertheless continued loving them as a
parent loves a child even when undertaking
harsh disciplinary measures. Halacha requires
a husband who is leaving home for an
extended period to spend time being intimate
with his wife before he departs. Similarly,
before G-d sent the Jewish People away, He
gave us a long, warm embrace, conveying to
us that His love for us is unconditional, and will
remain even throughout the long, difficult
period of exile. It is this embrace that has
sustained us throughout the centuries,
reassuring us that even under the harshest
conditions, we are still very much loved by Gd and under His care.
There might also be an additional explanation.
Although G-d was angry at the Jewish People
to the point where He decided to destroy the
Bet Ha’mikdash and drive them into exile,
nevertheless, when He saw the evil of the
Roman legions as they plundered Jerusalem
and the Mikdash, He was filled with love for
His cherished nation. The Romans acted with
arrogance and brutality, and, as the Gemara
relates, the Roman general brought a
prostitute into the most sacred chamber of the
Bet Ha’mikdash. The event of the destruction
of the Bet Ha’mikdash, while being the result
of Am Yisrael’s sins, also highlighted the
comparative greatness of Am Yisrael.
Although we had fallen short of what is
expected of us, G-d still loved us because of
the goodness that we retained despite having
sinned.
This should be a powerful source of
encouragement and comfort for us during
times of challenge and uncertainty. Of course,
the fact that we are still in exile shows that we
have yet to reach the level that is expected of

us. At the same time, however, we must
remember that G-d loves us unconditionally,
and that He cherishes every Misva that we do
and the moral and religious standards that we
maintain. We are certainly not perfect, but we
all have many wonderful qualities and
wonderful achievements in which we can and
should take pride, and because of which we
are deserving of Hashem’s love and care. We
should
never
feel
discouraged
or
disheartened. We should always feel G-d’s
special love for us, despite our imperfections,
and know that this love is eternal and
everlasting.

Rebuilding the World
(Rabbi Mansour)

In Parashat Vayakhel, Moshe Rabbenu
assembles Beneh Yisrael to present to them
G-d’s commands regarding the construction of
the Mishkan and its various furnishings. He
introduces this command, however, by
reiterating to them the command of Shabbat.
Rashi explains that the commands of the
Mishkan are preceded by the command of
Shabbat in order to emphasize that the work
to build the Mishkan must not be performed on
Shabbat. The people might have mistakenly
assumed that the lofty project of constructing
a residence for the Divine Presence overrode
the prohibitions of Shabbat, and thus the work
must continue seven days a week. To dispel
this misconception, Moshe noted that Shabbat
must be strictly observed even during the
period of constructing the Mishkan.
There may, however, also be an additional
explanation.
The Tikkuneh Zohar, in the "Bereshit Taman"
section which some have the custom to recite
after the daily Shaharit prayer, teaches us that
the thirty-nine Melachot (categories of
forbidden activity) on Shabbat correspond to
the thirty-nine curses which G-d pronounced
after Adam and Hava’s sin. G-d pronounced
ten curses upon Adam, ten upon Hava, ten
upon the snake, and nine upon the ground –
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for a total of 39, and the Shabbat prohibitions
thus correspond to these curses.
What is the meaning of this parallel?
Before Adam and Hava’s sin, they lived an
idyllic existence, without having to work at all.
All their food and other needs were provided
for them, and they did not have to exert any
effort to care for themselves. Once they sinned
and they were driven from Gan Eden, they
needed to perform the thirty-nine Melachot –
the various activities that must be done to
prepare food, clothing and shelter. On
Shabbat, we return, to some extent, to the
existence of Gan Eden by refraining from
these thirty-nine Melachot, as though
reenacting the idyllic conditions in which Adam
and Hava lived before the sin, when they did
not have to perform any work. And thus, the
thirty-nine Shabbat prohibitions correspond to
the thirty-nine curses – the thirty-nine forms of
work which became necessary as a result of
Adam and Hava’s sin.
Now our Sages teach that when Beneh Yisrael
stood at Mount Sinai and proclaimed,
"Na’aseh Ve’nishma" – "We will do and we will
hear,"
announcing
their
complete,
unconditional commitment to Torah, they rid
themselves of all the spiritual effects of Adam
and Hava’s sin. At that moment, they rose to
the level of Adam and Hava in Gan Eden,
having eliminated all the contamination of the
sin which Adam and Hava committed. And
thus, at that point, they were destined to return
to the idyllic existence of Gan Eden, whereby
they would not have to perform any work.
This changed with the sin of the golden calf.
When the people sinned, they repeated, in a
sense, the sin of Adam and Hava in Gan Eden,
in that they lost the idyllic existence they would
have otherwise enjoyed.
Developing this point further, we might say
that the sin of the golden calf called the world’s
very existence into question.
Our Sages teach that the world was created
on condition that Beneh Yisrael would accept
the Torah. For the over 2,000 years after the
world’s creation until Matan Torah, the world’s
creation was not entirely complete. It was like
a painting whose ink was still wet. The world

was not ready to stand on its own, because its
continued existence was in doubt, dependent
upon Beneh Yisrael’s acceptance of the
Torah.
If so, then the sin of the golden calf, which
reversed the great spiritual effects of Matan
Torah, rolled back the process of creation.
Now that Matan Torah was "undone," the
world’s very existence suddenly came back
into question.
Indeed, the Keli Yakar (Rav Shlomo Efrayim
Luntshitz, 1540-1619), in Parashat Pekudeh,
writes that after the sin of the golden calf, all of
creation was about to return to the state of
"Tohu Va’bohu" – chaos – that prevailed
before G-d created the world. The process of
building the Mishkan, then, which served to
atone for the sin of the golden calf, meant
recreating the world. The world had to be
created anew, since the effects of Matan
Torah – which had marked the completion of
the process of creation – were reversed as a
result of the sin of the golden calf. And thus,
the Gemara in Masechet Megilla comments
that the day of the Mishkan’s inauguration was
as joyous as the day of the world’s creation –
because the construction of the Mishkan
marked the recreation of the world.
On this basis, we can understand why Moshe
reiterated the command of Shabbat before
instructing the people to build the Mishkan.
Building the Mishkan was, essentially,
repeating the process of the world’s creation.
And therefore, just as the world’s creation
included the institution of Shabbat, the
construction of the Mishkan had to include
Shabbat. Shabbat observance is integrally
related to the construction of the Mishkan
because it was an integral part of the world’s
creation – and the world was now being
created anew through the project of building
Mishkan.

The Name a Person Gives
Himself Is His Most
Important Name
(Rabbi Frand from Torah.org)
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There is an interesting Medrash on
the pasuk in Parashat Vayakhel “And Moshe
said to the Children of Israel, “See Hashem
has called by name, Bezalel son of Uri son of
Chur of the Tribe of Yehudah.'” [Shemot
35:30] The Medrash says that every person
has three names: The name that his parents
call him; the name that his friends and peers
give him; and one that he creates for
himself. The best of these names is the one
he acquires for himself.
What does it mean that every person has three
names? I saw a fundamental idea in
the sefer Milchamot Yehudah that we have
mentioned in the past. The pasuk mentions in
Sefer Bereshit “…And all that Adam called
them, every living soul; that became its name.”
[Bereshit 2:19] Adam gave names to all the
animals. Chazal say that this demonstrated
tremendous wisdom, to be able to name
appropriately each creature. We have said in
the past that when Chazal say that Adam
named all the animals, they do not mean that
Adam merely looked at an ox and said “Well, I
will call this a shor; this is a donkey I will call
it chamor; this is a dog I will call
it kelev.” Rather, Adam was capable of
coming up with names that defined the
essence of the animal.
The English word ‘ox’ has nothing to do with
the essence of an ox. It is a linguistic
convention. Similarly, the English word ‘cow’
does not define a cow. However, in the Holy
Tongue, when Adam gave names to the
animals, he was able to perceive their essence
and define them. That is what the Hebrew
word ‘shem‘ means. Rav Samson Raphael
Hirsch relates the word ‘shem‘ to ‘shom‘
[there]. ‘Sham’ means I know where it is, I
know its place. It is ‘There.’
This is what Chazal mean. After a person is
born, his parents raise him. His parents form
the character traits and middot that he
possesses for a part of his life. This is the
‘name’ that his parents designate for
him. That does not mean that the name
Reuven or Shimon or Avraham or Yitzchak
that baby boys are given defines their
essence. The Medrash is trying to say that
the ‘Shem’ which represents the qualities of

the soul implanted in a child during his
formative years by his parents is the first
‘Name’ a child is given. A child’s parents,
values and aspirations profoundly shape the
first 10-15 years, or whatever amount of time,
of his life.
Any of us who have raised teenagers know
that there comes a time where parents’
influence on their children begins to wane and
the child is more influenced by his peer
group. Therefore, the Medrash says “what his
friends call him” is a ‘shem‘ that determines a
part of his essence. Again, this does not
mean that if the fellow’s name is Yisroel and
his friends call him ‘Sruly’ that the name ‘Sruly’
defines him. What it means is that the
influence the friends have on the essence of
the person’s personality, values, and way of
thinking is critical. They too, at a certain stage
in his life, largely define who he is.
But then the Medrash says that all of this only
goes so far. Ultimately, a person defines who
he is for himself. A person ultimately defines
his own essence – the ‘shem‘ he gives himself,
which represents what becomes and how he
develops. It is the definition of what he does
with the gifts and talents and building blocks
that he has acquired during the early part of
his existence. The Medrash says that the
most important ‘shem’ a person has is
the ‘shem’ he gives himself, representing who
he becomes.
Ultimately, a person must take responsibility
for himself. His parents have a role and
society has a role and a person can say that
he received certain personality characteristics
from his parents or his friends – for bad or for
good – but ultimately you are responsible for
who you become.
This helps us understand a Rashi in this
week’s parsha. On the aforementioned
pasuk [Shemot 35:30], Rashi comments “Chur
was Miriam’s son.” The question is that the
Torah already introduced Bezalel back in
Parashat Ki Tisa [Shemot 31:2]. There too, it
mentions that Bezalel was the son of Uri who
was the son of Chur. Why did Rashi not tell
us back there that Chur was the son of
Miriam? Why does Rashi wait until Parshas
VaYakhel to give us this information?
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The answer is perhaps that in Parshas Ki Sisa
when we the Torah first introduces Bezalel, he
has not accomplished yet. He was given the
mandate and he was given the talents but at
that point in time, the Mishkan was still on the
drawing boards. It was a davar shelo bah
l’olam [a matter which has not yet come into
existence]. It was still a dream.
In Parshas VaYakhel, Bezalel has already
built the Mishkan. Bezalel has now taken the
mantle and the glory that he received from his
father and his grandfather and from his great
grandmother. Now Bezalel can wear that
mantle of respect that he is the great grandson
of Miriam. As long as a person has not
accomplished yet, he can have the
greatest yichus – he can be the Einekel
[grandson] of the holiest Rebbe or Rosh
Yeshiva – that is all fine and good. However,
unless you do something with it, unless you
demonstrate that you are worthy to be the
grandson of such a distinguished personage,
it does not mean anything.
If you want to wear the heritage of your lineage
proudly, you need to do something with it. In
Parashat Ki Tisa, Bezalel is still undefined so
Rashi does not tell us who he really was. Now
that we see what Bezalel has done, now is the
appropriate time to say Bezalel can indeed
proudly claim his yichus and say “I am an oorEinekel [great grandson] of Miriam the
prophetess.”

Receive Reward — For
the Toil!
(Rabbi Frand)

Parashat Pekude concludes the construction
of the Mishkan. After the construction of all the
individual components of the Mishkan, the
parts were brought to Moshe. Rashi quotes
the Medrash Tanchuma that explains that the
Mishkan was brought to Moshe because
everyone else was unable assemble it. The
Mishkan was simply too heavy for anyone to
lift. Since Moshe had not been personally
involved in any part of the construction of the
Mishkan, HaShem [G-d]
reserved
the
privilege of final assembly for him.

When HaShem told Moshe to assemble the
Mishkan, Moshe protested that it was too
heavy for him to lift, as well. HaShem told
Moshe to make the effort. “Make it look like
you are trying to erect it.” Moshe made the
effort, and miraculously, it assembled itself.
Since Moshe made the effort, he received the
credit for having put it up.
Rav Meir Rubman explains that we can learn
a very important insight regarding spirituality
from this Medrash. The Medrash teaches us
that regardless of the difficulty of the task, we
must make the effort. In other areas of
endeavor, a person only gets credit for
producing. However, when it comes to
Judaism, HaShem is not necessarily
interested in results; He is interested in the
effort.
The concept that a person receives an “A” for
effort is usually a backhanded compliment. In
actuality, you received a “D” – a near failing
grade, but at least you received an “A” for
effort. That is the way it is in other areas of life.
However, by Mitzvos, all Hashem asks from us
is that we make the effort. Whether the task is
actually accomplished or not is often out of our
control and up to Hashem.
At the conclusion of a Mesechta [tractate of
the Talmud], we say the prayer “We toil and
they toil. We toil and receive reward and they
toil and do not receive reward.” What does it
mean, “they toil and do not receive reward”?
This does not seem to be a true statement.
People do not work without receiving
payment!
The answer is that when we work (at religious
tasks), we receive pay for the effort,
regardless of whether or not we produce.
However, ‘they’ only receive pay for the
bottom line. In all other areas of endeavor, toil
that does not produce results does not receive
reward.
Not long ago (1992), I was in Atlanta for a
Torah retreat. Atlanta is an amazing
community. Thirty years ago, they did not have
a minyan [quorum] of Sabbath observers.
Today, over 300 people come to shul on
Shabbat — all of them are in some stage of
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having intensified, and intensifying, their
observance of mitzvos.
I asked Rabbi Emanuel Feldman (Rabbi
Emeritus of Congregation Beth Jacob in
Atlanta), “What is the key to your success?”
Rabbi Feldman told me that the key is to try to
plant seeds. That is all a Rabbi can do. He can
try to nurture and water the seeds, but really
all he can do is try. He never knows for sure
whether or not his efforts will succeed.
For example, one individual who recently
returned to intensive Jewish involvement and
observance told Rabbi Feldman that he made
his decision because of a Yom Kippur sermon
that Rabbi Feldman delivered fifteen years
earlier. A comment in that sermon had struck
home. He did not act upon it then, but fifteen
years later, he decided to become religious.
Success is not the correct measure. Kiruv
Rechokim is about effort. Whether or not the
Mishkan is actually erected is HaShem’s
worry. We toil and we receive reward – for the
effort.

The Two Aspects of the
Mishkan
(Rabbi Zev Leff)

R' Shmuel bar Nachmani said in the name of
R' Yonatan: The name Bezalel indicates his
wisdom, for when HaKadosh Baruch Hu told
Moshe to tell Bezalel to make a Mishkan, an
Aron, and the other vessels, Moshe reversed
the order and said to him, "Make and Aron and
the vessels and the Mishkan." Bezalel then
said to him, "Moshe Rabbenu, the way of the
world is to build a house and then bring into it
the vessels, but you told me to first make the
vessels and then the Mishkan. Where will I put
the vessels that I make? Perhaps Hashem told
you to make the Mishkan first and then the
Aron and vessels." Moshe responded, "You
are called Betzel Kel - in the shadow of
Hashem - Betzel Kel - for you knew precisely
how to interpret Hashem's words as if you
were there, in his shadow" (Berachot 55a).

To understand this difficult Gemara requires
an appreciation of the Mishkan and its vessels.
That in turn depends on understanding the
relationship of our bodies to our souls.
We live in a physical world, and our neshamah
is confined in a physical body. For that reason,
says Sefer Hachinuch, that which we
experience physically makes a stronger
impression on us and, in turn, motivates our
hearts and souls. Thus, for instance, the
eating and drinking of Yom Tov are designed
to bring out the spiritual joy of our souls. The
performance of actions associated with
happiness, and not the mental contemplation
of happiness, engenders that emotional state.
The proper external actions are, according to
Sefer Hachinuch, the means by which one
reaches the proper inner intention. For that
reason, one must occupy himself in the study
of Torah - even shelo lishma (not for its own
sake) - for learning will eventually bring him to
Torah lishma (for its own sake).
The majestic and awe-inspiring Mishkan
similarly was a physical environment which
exercised the most profound effect on all who
beheld it. The physical impression it created
was transmuted into a powerful inner feeling.
Physical actions have another purpose
beyond arousing the proper inner attachment
to Hashem. Our task in this world is to place
our spiritual beings in control of our physical
beings. When we act in conformity with our
deepest spiritual perceptions, we are
actualizing our inner potential. Ramban
explains (Bereishit 22:1) that the essence of
the tests to which Hashem subjects tzaddikim
is that it allows them to realize their spiritual
potential in action. Actions performed with the
proper intention infuse all realms of the world
with spiritual power.
Chazal derive from the command to gilt the
Aron Kodesh from both the inside and outside
that a talmid chacham must be the same
inside and outside - tocho kebaro. Literally, his
inside must be like his outside, seemingly
implying that his inner state must be brought
into conformity with his external state.
If we examine the commandment of gilding the
Aron Kodesh, we notice something
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interesting. There is first a general command
to gild the Aron: "You shall gild it with pure
gold" (Shemot 25:11). Then the Torah
specifies, "From within and without you shall
gild it." The first general command relates to
the outside of the Aron, the physical which
engenders the inner emotions. Then after
mentioning the internal covering, the Torah
again mentions the covering of the outside.
This symbolizes the external expression that
must be given to the perfected inner intention,
the realization of the inner potential.
This same dynamic relation between external
action and inner intent is symbolized by the
Mishkan itself. Prior to the sin of the Golden
Calf, the Mishkan was not needed for G-d's
presence to devolve upon the Jewish people
(see Sforno to Shemot 20:21): "...in all places
where I record my name I will come unto thee,
and I will bless thee" (Shemot 20:21). With the
sin of the Golden Calf, however, the people
showed that they needed a physical entity
upon which to focus their attention in order to
experience G-d's presence. The Mishkan
served this need, and hence only there could
G-d's Presence be felt in its full intensity.
The Meshech Chochma notes that in Ki Tisa
the discussion of Shabbat follows the
discussion of the Mishkan. In Vayakhel, the
order is reversed. Shabbat strengthens our
belief in G-d as the Creator of the Universe. As
originally conceived prior to the sin of the
Golden Calf, the Mishkan was meant to give
external expression to that belief in Hashem.
But it was not needed to engender that belief
since G-d's presence already dwelt on each
Jew wherever he was. Since the Mishkan was
only to enhance our belief in the same way
that Shabbat does, there would at that time
have been no conflict between the activities of
the Mishkan and Shabbat. Hence, in Ki Tisa,
prior to the sin, the Mishkan precedes
Shabbat.
After the sin of the Golden Calf however, the
Mishkan was needed for G-d's presence to
rest on the Jewish People. Construction of the
Mishkan was no longer an expression of
Divine service but a precondition for that
service. As such, the activities of the Mishkan
and attendant melachot could no longer be

permitted on Shabbat. This is hinted to in the
fact that in Vayakhel, after the Sin of the
Golden Calf, the discussion of Shabbat
precedes that of the Mishkan, from which we
learn that the activities of the Mishkan are
prohibited on Shabbat.
We can now answer a famous question: If the
Mishkan was an atonement for the Sin of the
Golden Calf, why does the command to build
the Mishkan in Terumah precede the account
of the sin of the Golden Calf in Ki Sisa? The
answer is that the Mishkan served two
purposes. The first - the actualization of the
spiritual strivings of the Jewish people preceded the sin of the Golden Calf. Only the
second purpose - the creation of a dwelling
place for the Shechinah - followed the sin of
the Golden Calf.
Moshe was first told of the Mishkan before the
sin of the Golden Calf. At that time, the
structure of the Mishkan itself was of
secondary importance, and the vessels
through which man would actualize his
feelings for Hashem were the principal aspect
of the Mishkan. Therefore, Moshe mentioned
the vessels first. The Jews were then far
above the natural order of the world - in which
the house precedes the vessels. They needed
no majestic structure to house the holiness of
G-d's Presence.
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Mishkan ha'edut, the place where G-d's
Presence would be felt.
There is an important message here for us.
We must not feel hypocritical if we do the
mitzvot without the fullest intentions that we
know should accompany these activities. As
long as we aspire to attain that kavanah
(intention), our actions will bring us to that
goal. In addition, we must remember that even
at the height of spiritual inspiration, we must
not minimize the importance of the meticulous
observance of the physical mitzvot, for they
are the true culmination of those spiritual
feelings. Without them, the potential is
unrealized.
Reprinted with permission from Artscroll Mesorah Publications, ltd. This
article is provided as part of Shema Yisrael Torah Network Permission is
granted to redistribute electronically or on paper, provided that this notice is
included intact. For information on subscriptions, archives, and other Shema
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Food for thought

Home with Your Kids: 8
Ways to Manage COVID-19
How to keep sane and positive at home
during this pandemic.

Bezalel, however, received the command to
build the Mishkan after the sin of the Golden
Calf. He realized that G-d's intention now was
to create an environment to inspire inner
spiritual feelings, which would be actualized
through the vessels. Bezalel understood what
Moshe did not - that Hashem's original
command was specific in its order because
Hashem knew that Bne Yisrael would sin and
require the Mishkan in order to experience His
Presence.

(By Adina Soclof, MS. CCC-SLP)

The word Mishkan is repeated at the
beginning of Pekude: "Ele pekude haMishkan,
Mishkan haedut - these are the accounts of
the Mishkan, the Mishkan of witness." The
original purpose of the Mishkan (with the "hey"
hayediah) was to enable the Jewish people to
express and actualize their inner emotions
and beliefs. After the Sin, the Mishkan became

That being said, I know everyone can use a
little bit of encouragement at this time. Here
are 8 things that can help:

Schools around the globe are shutting their
doors. Parents are scrambling, trying to figure
out what to do.
Full disclosure, I am a homebody so although
this might be challenging even for me, at first
glance, it doesn’t sound so bad. More like a
little holiday: staying a little bit longer in my
pajamas, time with my family, and hopefully
more time to write.

1. Pick Your Mantra:
Last year we had some challenging issues in
our family. My friend wisely told me to set a
mantra for myself, a goal. “Make a decision to

be cheerful, or strong or calm, just one, not all
three and then be that. Hold onto that.”
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“It’s a good thing we are a family that focuses
on solutions…”

I picked strong. “I am strong; I can handle this”
was my mantra. It worked. Not 100% of the
time, but most of the time. I refused to say, “I
can’t cope with this,” which up until then was
my default thought process.

“We will figure out a way to get along…”

So, make a decision and a mantra, like: “I am
going to make the most of this time.” Whatever
works and make sense for you and hold onto
it.

Try to brainstorm the following:

It might not keep you focused all the time –
thinks will definitely get stressful – but having
a clear focus can certainly help keep you
centered.
2. Be Positive:
We want to transmit a positive vibe to our
family. As the parent, you are the captain of
your ship. If you are going to be all negative
about this, it will definitely trickle down to your
family.
So instead of saying: “I can’t believe this! This
is horrible, everyone home for so many days!
What are we going to do?”
Say, “Wow! This is great! A mini vacation! We
are home for lots of days. It can also be a
challenge. I know this family can figure this
out. Our family knows how to make fun
wherever we are!”
One more thing, don’t let your kids overhear
you talking to your friends about how difficult it
is to have everyone home. If you need to vent,
and you will, try to do it privately.
3. Sibling Rivalry:
Lots of family time means there will definitely
be squabbling. That’s just the reality of the
situation.
Instead of saying: “There better not be
fighting!” try being matter of fact about it:
“There might be some fighting, that’s what
happens when people spend a lot of time
together.”
“Six people in the house, there’s bound to be
disagreements…”
You can then follow it up with a more positive
statement:

4. Have a Family Meeting:
Dinner time is when we usually have our
important discussions.
•
•
•
•

Ways to minimize the fighting
Fun activities to do
Screen time rules
Some sort of schedule (see #5)

It’s important to get a lot of input from your
children. Kids can come up with some great
ideas that really work for them. Then when you
put your plan into place, they will be more
invested in it.
5. About that Schedule:
Everyone does better when they have a
schedule. We do want to have fun and enjoy,
(see 7) but as parents we still need impose
some sort of structure. It’s best if mealtime,
screen time, learning time, bath time,
outdoor/indoor activities are built into a set
schedule. There is still plenty of room for
flexibility, for instance, you can make bedtime
later, but still have a bedtime.
Remember, everyone can benefit from a bit of
alone time, especially parents. It is beneficial
for everyone to retire to their rooms with a
book or a quiet toy for a half hour or hour every
day. Teens will do this naturally. However, little
kids will need an incentive. One mom put
together a special box with toys for her kids
that they were only allowed to use during quiet
time. It is a great way for everyone to
recharge.
6. Get outside:
Dr. Senders, a pediatrician in our area, says
that fresh air is one of the best ways to keep
the virus at bay. Get outside. At this point, if
you are in quarantine you can’t go further than
your porch or backyard, but that can work.
7. Enjoy:
I know I sound like my grandmother, but I don’t
care. Enjoy your time with your kids. They
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What would my spouse like from me at
this moment?

grow up so fast. This special opportunity will
not come again (hopefully) any time soon.

•

Make sure to have some old-fashioned fun.
Read, bake, plant some flowers, mix up some
slime, build couch forts, make tents out of
blankets and go outside and watch the clouds.

•

How can I reinforce and encourage my
partner's positive behavior? (No, our
spouses are not children, appearances
to the contrary, but we can learn a lot
about true love and help those we care
about from parenting techniques.)

•

How can I make mine the best marriage
ever?

8. Acts of Lovingkindness:
It is helpful to set some time aside for your
family to think of others. We can’t visit, or host
and the Bikur Cholim in our area is not taking
home cooked foods like they usually do. We
need to get creative. Perhaps, phone calls to
shut ins or Face-timing quarantined
grandparents. We can also pray for our health
and the health of everyone worldwide.

The Power of Reframing
(By Emuna Braverman)

Turning a negative into a positive is
essential to strengthening a marriage.
"My husband never listens to me." "My wife
alwayss nags." "My husband doesn't
understand me." "My wife spends too much
money." The complaints are unending. The
market for advice is infinite. Magazines
proliferate. Most of the articles on marriage
focus on troubleshooting, on effective ways to
deal with the struggles inherent in married life.
But marriage isn't only about surviving the
difficult times. It wouldn't be very appealing if
it was. Marriage is a tremendous opportunity
to grow and to help your partner actualize
his/her potential. (It can also be a lot of fun!)
Not only do we want to build our spouse's selfesteem (it's the least we could do after all the
time we spend destroying it!) but we really
want our mates to be the best they could be.
This isn't a purely selfless goal. If our husband
or wife becomes an even better person, we will
be the lucky recipient of all that extra love and
kindness.
Ask yourself these questions:
•

What can
marriage?

I do to

enhance my

LOOKING FOR THE POSITIVE
Rabbi Pliskin suggests that the key to a life of
joy is to master the art of "reframing" -- to
change our negative perception of a situation
into a more optimistic outlook.
One of our great teachers, Rabbi Levi Yitzchak
of Berditchev, was an expert in this. The story
is told of people witnessing a wagon owner
changing the wheels on his cart while wearing
his tefillin. The onlookers were appalled. How
could he be down in the mud, changing a tire,
and wearing his tefillin? Rav Levi Yitzchak had
a different perspective. "Almighty", he said.
"Look how holy your people are. Even when
they change their wagon wheels, they wear
their tefillin!"
Let's look at a couple who would benefit from
this ability to reframe.
Michael and Susan were engaged in one of
their frequent battles over Michael's weight.
Michael had a sweet tooth and his indulgence
of it led to some health problems. Susan tried
to monitor what he ate and stop him when he
reached for yet another chocolate eclair.
Michael thought his wife was one big nag,
never giving him a moment's respite until one
day it hit him (maybe he read the chapter on
reframing in Rabbi Pliskin's book "Marriage"):
"She must love me very much to express such
constant concern over my physical wellbeing." A whole shift in their relationship
followed and the intense arguments over
Michael's weight ended. They were able to
look at it as a shared goal.
Avoid criticism and kvetching and try to
engineer situations that will promote optimal
growth.

Be creative in your attempts to help your
partner and your marriage. Avoid criticism and
kvetching and try to engineer situations that
will promote optimal growth.
Sometimes there is a task you want done very
badly –- for example, cleaning the house.
(Sometimes?!) You could try screaming and
yelling at your spouse until they either scream
and yell back, or simply walk out. Perhaps they
may eventually start cleaning up, but there will
not be a harmonious atmosphere in your
home.
ALTERNATIVE SOLUTIONS
You could try alternative solutions. My friend,
Mary, used to put notes on her husband's
socks saying, "Pick me up please." A little
cutesy? Yes. Effective? Yes. Does she have a
strong marriage? Yes. Mary and her husband
know that if they work together, if they
cooperate with one another, then there's
nothing they can't accomplish.
My friend, Michelle, tried another tactic. She
cleaned up herself on a regular basis letting
her husband experience the pleasure of a neat
home. Then one day she "forgot" to clean and
Tom, her husband, who was now used to an
orderly home, immediately picked up a broom
and began the job himself.
There are many techniques available to the
motivated spouse -- cute reminders under a
pillow, for example.
There are many techniques available to the
motivated spouse. Sandy liked to leave Torah
quotes - like "nice things and a nice home
broaden a man's mind" - stuck under her
husband's pillow. (A little knowledge is a
dangerous thing). He laughs and gets the
message.
Laughter. A sense of humor. When times are
tough and you're pulling your hair out, a joke
can neatly diffuse the tension. To be able to
laugh at yourself, at your little obsessions and
compulsions, at the situation you're in,
enhances and strengthens your marriage.
When Marge first met Tim, he had all the
qualities she was looking for in a spouse
except one. He had no sense of humor. Marge
went down her list of desired traits, checking
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them off one by one. She thought and thought.
"He has such a wonderful character. I guess I
can sacrifice the sense of humor." Luckily for
Marge, after they were engaged, Tim relaxed
and turned out to very funny after all. And it's
good thing too, because they have a large
family in tiny quarters on a tight budget and
they need all the humor they can get.
A SENSE OF HUMOR
You don't need to be a standup comedian.
You just need to be able to see the humor in
what otherwise appear to be humorless
situations. So, in the middle of a crisis, stop
yourself. Do something funny. Do something
silly. Say something wacky. Start to laugh. Not
only is this a troubleshooter but it promotes
growth because the ability to see the humor in
life's challenging circumstances leads to a
greater level of patience and a greater ability
to deal with all of life's travails. So, for those
aficionados of "Singing in the Rain", "Make
'em Laugh."
If you take seriously your job of promoting your
partner's growth, both you and your partner
will grow in the process. And not only will you
grow also, but you will make yourselves
partners with the Almighty in creation and the
Almighty's presence will infuse your
relationship

Living in the Anxious Age of
Coronavirus
(By Emuna Braverman)

G-d runs the world isn't just an expression.
Everything is truly in His hands.
“Not the coronavirus again,” complained one
of my children as we sat down to dinner. “Can’t
we talk about something else?”
“It’s not that we can’t,” I responded. “It’s just
that it’s really hard to concentrate on anything
else.” Not because there’s new information or
anything new to say. It’s just hard to avoid.
Like many, my emotions run the gamut from
calm to hysterical and right back again.

Although I’ve mostly managed to keep myself
from getting too anxious about it (largely
because I have so many anxieties there isn’t
room to add another one!), the constant
barrage from news sources, from Facebook
posts (yes, I know I should stay off!) and other
arenas has an impact.
And then there is the personal. Two
engagement parties for friends' children
cancelled this week. My son’s senior semester
at college moved to online amidst tearful goodbyes. Agonizing over plane tickets for my kids
for Passover and for my husband and I to visit
my mother in Canada immediately after…Like
I said, it’s hard to escape the shadow of the
disease. It requires a concerted effort.
Not to mention that the hospital where my
husband works as a volunteer chaplain just
told (not asked, told!) all volunteers over 60 not
to come in – yikes! And the trips to Israel he
leads are up in the air. And it’s definitely not a
good time to fundraise – no matter how worthy
the cause. His days have been completely
upended. And in the meantime, I’m trying to
walk the balance between holding classes
because we should keep learning and
canceling them because I don’t want to spread
the disease! I know there is zoom but I just
don’t think that will work for me. Unless I
absolutely have to…
And it’s appropriate to be practical – to stock
up on certain essentials – if the store still has
them. My husband wants me to go out and buy
some basic food stuffs like beans and rice. I
looked at him like he was crazy. “With
Passover coming, you want me to stock up
on Hametz and kitniyot? I’m trying to eliminate
those items from our home, not bring them
back in!” Yet, with all the uncertainty (and in
the interests of peace in the home), I bought
some extra cans and bags of those staples.
Does the preparation just make us feel better,
like we are doing something about it, like we
have some control or is it really an appropriate
and practical response? So hard to know…
With all the uncertainty in the air, with the facts
and the risks a little elusive, it’s hard to know
how to behave. We all seem to be perched
precariously over some abyss, unsure of the
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safe way to traverse it. I think the only
response is to rely on my tried and true
fallback position – “G-d runs the world.” He
always has and He always will. And in case
you had any illusions about that, He has now
demonstrated it loud and clear.
That doesn’t really answer my question about
how much water or toilet paper to buy (the
empty shelves in the stores do that for me) but
it helps with my emotional and psychological
attitude. I’m not in control. I can take
reasonable precautions (as we always do in
life) and the rest is in His hands. It’s a mantra
I already repeat throughout my day and it
remains true. I’ve just upped the frequency of
my repetitions.
The Almighty is in charge; it’s not just an
expression. And everything is truly in His
hands. I certainly don’t want to get the virus
although I assume many of us eventually will.
Being over 60 definitely increases the risk as
it does for other diseases. Life is a risk and I’m
not so sanguine even as I mouth that seeming
platitude. But we don’t really have a choice
here other than the one presented – to trust or
not to trust, to accept that the Almighty is in
charge or not. I have become more concerned
about the coronavirus but I’m also concerned
about the way people drive on the main street
around the corner from me, about how many
people run red lights and stop signs every
night as my husband and I are taking a walk.
After being realistic about the safeguards we
need to put in place, the choice is to live a life
of anxiety or not. Sometimes I sink into the
former, but I try to pull myself out with my
constant reminder. “G-d runs the world. G-d
runs the world.” That recognition seems to be
the best medicine available.

Daily halacha

Halachot of Shabbat
(Daily Halacha)

Dropping Off Clothes at the Cleaners on
Erev Shabbat

The Halacha prohibits instructing a non-Jew to
perform melacha on Shabbat. This restriction
applies even when the Jew gave the
instructions before Shabbat. Nevertheless, it
is permitted to engage the non-Jewish worker
as a “Kablan,” i.e. based on a fixed price per
task. As long as the Jew does not specify to
perform the work on Shabbat, and the work is
not performed on the Jew’s premises, any
work done on Shabbat is the Non-Jew’s
initiative for his own convenience.
One application of this Halacha is dropping off
laundry at the dry cleaners on Friday
afternoon. It is permitted to do so since the
cleaners is a “Kablan,” charging a fixed price
per garment. Even if he chooses to do the
work on Shabbat, it was not done on the Jew’s
premises or at the Jew’s request.
However, the Magen Abraham (Rav Abraham
Gombiner, Poland, 1637-1682) holds that
dropping off the laundry very close to Shabbat
and ordering it to be ready on Mosei Shabbat
is prohibited. This is tantamount to instructing
the non-Jew to work on Shabbat, since there
is no other time he could do it. Hacham Ben
Sion Abba Shaul (Israel, 1923-1998) applied
this reasoning to prohibit bringing a car for
repair at the garage on Friday afternoon, in
order to pick it up right after Shabbat.
However, Hacham Ovadia in Yehaveh Da’at
(Vol. 3) and Hazon Ovadia (Vol. 1, p. 159)
says that the Shulhan Aruch (siman 307) is
lenient in such cases, based on the opinion of
the Ran, who holds that as long as the Jew did
not explicitly tell the non-Jew to execute the
task on Shabbat, it is permitted. This is also
the opinion of the Minhat Kohen, as well as
Rav Yehuda Ayash. The Ben Ish Hai (Rav
Yosef Haim of Baghdad, 1833-1909), in his
work, Rav Berachot, is also lenient, even
though in his halachot he was more stringent.
Hacham Ovadia rules that under extenuating
circumstances, one may be lenient in
accordance with these opinions.
It is important to note that in any case that the
workload will be in the hands of the non-Jew
over Shabbat, Sepharadim require engaging
the non-Jew as a “Kablan,” even if the work
was submitted before Friday. Ashkenazim are
more lenient and do not require this

בס''ד
arrangement, if the work was submitted before
Friday.
SUMMARY: It is permitted to drop off clothes
at the cleaners on Friday afternoon. Under
extenuating circumstances, it is even
permissible to have the order ready on Mosei
Shabbat.

Daf yomi

Daf Yomi Masechet Shabbat
(Daf Notes)
Shemirat Shabbat
HaRav Yecheskel Levenstein,
Z’tl (Ohr
Yecheskel, Yomim Noraim, p. 329) movingly
writes: “Chazal teach that Shabbat is equal to
the entire Torah. This is not an allegory or a
mashal, but an actual and accurate lesson of
Chazal. We should therefore proceed with all of
our strength to study Hilchot Shabbat and to be
especially careful with Shemirat Shabbat. If a
businessman came upon a business deal in
which he could become very wealthy, he would
leave the smaller deals, and put all of his efforts
into closing the larger transaction. I remember
my first year in Kelm where the Number One
Kabbalah before Rosh Hashana was ‘L’Hiza’her
BeShemirat Shabbat’. The Yetzer Hara attempts
to rule over us and prevent us from
strengthening our knowledge of the Halachot of
Shabbat and our Shemirat Shabbat -- for that is
the way of the Yetzer Hara, where there are
great gains and strides to be made by a person,
he steps in to dissuade, deflect and deter the
person from going further. As they did in Kelm,
we must make it a priority!
Shabbat as a Gift
It is evident from this Gemara that the essence
of Shabbat is that it is a gift from HaShem to us.
How are we to understand this? Is not the entire
Torah a gift from Hashem to the Jewish People?
Perhaps the answer to this question can be
found in the words of the Gemara itself. HaShem
told Moshe that He desired to bestow the gift of
Shabbat upon the Jewish People. Yet, first
HaShem wanted the Jews to be informed as to
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the nature of the gift. The concept of Shabbat is
that I am HaShem Who makes you holy. Once
the Jewish People would know that Shabbat is a
Day of Holiness, they would be deserving of
receiving this beautiful gift.
It is worth noting that the Torah that one studies
on Shabbat is more significant than the Torah
one studies during the week. Thus, although
Torah itself is a gift, one can reach a higher level
in Torah study on Shabbat, which is a gift from
HaShem's Treasure House.
Prayer is Transitory
The Gemara states that Rava saw Rav
Hamnuna prolonging his prayer, and Rava
wondered, “How could one leave the Torah that
is referred to as Chaye Olam, eternal life, and
involve himself in prayer which is merely Chaye
Sha’a, transitory life?”
The question arises, why is prayer, of which
Hashem has commanded us, considered
transitory?
Rashi writes that prayer is for our daily
sustenance and health, and these needs are for
the present, so Rava referred to them as
transitory.
Nefesh HaChaim writes that every prayer
rectifies the upper worlds, so if the time for
prayer passes, one cannot pray that exact
prayer anymore. This is because that particular
prayer cannot rectify the upper worlds any
longer. For this reason, writes the Nefesh
HaChaim, prayer is called transitory. Torah, on
the other hand, is not constrained by time. In
fact, one has an obligation to study Torah every
second. Therefore, Torah is referred to as
eternal life.
Reb Tzadok HaKohen questions the explanation
of Rashi. Do we not find prayers for eternal
matters, such as repentance and forgiveness,
and the prayers that we recite on Shabbat that
are not associated with sustenance and health?
Reb Tzadok alternatively explains that the
Gemara refers to prayer as transitory because
prayer only protects someone while he is
praying, in contrast to Torah which protects
someone even when he is not studying. For this
reason, Torah is referred to as eternal life.
Cherishing the Tzarot (Suffering) (Very Apt
for our Situation)

The Gemara wonders who authored Megillas
Taanis, and the Gemara states that Chananyah
ben Chizkiah ben Garon was the author. The
reason they recorded the dates that one may not
fast because of miraculous salvation was
because they cherished the tzarot.
Rashi explains that they cherished the troubles
that they were miraculously delivered from, and
the miracles were beloved to them.
Others say that they actually loved the periods
of distress.
Rabbi Yitzchak Isaac Shor writes that distresses
and afflictions contain lessons that man can
learn from and serve as catalyst to come closer
to Hashem. For “he whom Hashem loves, He
chastises.” When a person is undergoing
afflictions, it is difficult for him to understand the
necessity of the afflictions and what lessons are
contained within them. When he is delivered
from the afflictions, then he can see how much
the afflictions aided him in coming closer to
Hashem.
The Maharsha writes that they cherished the
afflictions and the genial states that one should
thank Hashem for the bad in the same way one
thanks Hashem for the good. For this reason,
they instituted a Yom Tov in order to remember
the afflictions they had undergone.

Kidz Corner

InterestIng MIdrash
(from

Torah Tots)

Don’t Light My Fire
This Parsha singles out only one of the 39
types of Melachot (work) that is forbidden on
Shabbat, - "Do not kindle any fire in all your
dwelling places on the Shabbat day." Lighting
a fire on the Shabbat is forbidden. But that only
goes for your "dwelling place" - that is - your
home. Back in the Mishkan (and later in the
Bait Hamikdash) fire was a regular part of the
korbanot (sacrifice) services performed daily,
even on the Shabbat.
Why does the Torah single out the Melacha of
kindling a fire on the Shabbat day?

Once, when Hadrian, the Roman emperor was
chatting with Rabbi Yehoshua ben Chanina,
he commented, "I am greater than Moshe your teacher." Taken aback, Rabbi Yehoshua
replied, "How can you claim to be greater than
the greatest Jewish prophet who ever lived?"
Hadrian went on to quote the Torah: "It says in
the book of Kohelet (9:4); ‘Better to be a live
dog than a dead lion.’ Moshe’s dead, I’m alive,
so I’m greater than he is."
Rabbi Yehoshua quickly replied, "Listen here,
your Royal Highness, since you’re so allpowerful, do you think you can get all your
subjects to stop lighting fires in their homes for
three days?"
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those fanatics who said, "No fire on Shabbat
means just that - no fire." They were the
Karaites. When Shabbat rolled around, their
houses went dark and they ate cold cholent.
Our Rabbis call these Karaites fools. Hashem
wants us to live by His laws, not to suffer from
them.
Our Sages also point out that the Torah does
NOT say 'six days you shall do work', rather It
says 'six days work shall be done.' The Torah
is guaranteeing us that anyone who keeps
Shabbat properly will merit the siyata
dishmaya (divine intervention) and blessings
from Hashem during his work week, until it will
seem as if the work gets done by itself.

"Sure I can," replied Hadrian, who immediately
called in his royal officers to spread the decree
of his new "no fire" law for the next three days.

House Full of Miracles

The very first night, Rabbi Yehoshua and the
Emperor climb to the roof of the palace, and
they see smoke rising from a chimney.

The boards of the Mishkan were not covered
with gold the way it is done today; rather,
plates of gold and beams of wood were made
separately. The beams were then covered
with the plates of gold. Since they were made
this way, it would normally be necessary to
use pins and nails to attach the gold. This
could not be done since no nail or any iron
could be used in the Mishkan.

Enraged, the Emperor heads out to the smoky
corner of town, dragging Rabbi Yehoshua
along for the ride. When they get to the
violator’s home, Hadrian busts down the door
and confronts his disloyal subject. "You know
my decree of no fire in the home for three
days. Why is there a roaring fire in your
fireplace?"
The nobleman replied, "I had a cold and my
doctor recommended plenty of hot tea, so I
whipped up a fire to boil tea."
When they left the house, Rabbi Yehoshua
declared, "You see, that nobleman broke your
law for his own convenience. Your subjects
don’t even respect your laws for one day while
you’re alive. Our Rebbe, Moshe warned us
over a thousand years ago "Do not kindle a
flame on the Shabbat." To this very day, you
will not find any Torah true Jew lighting a fire
on Shabbat.
Indeed, no Jew did light a fire ON the Shabbat.
The Torah states; "Do not kindle any fire in all
your dwelling places ON the Shabbat day."
But there is no halacha (law) stopping a Jew
from preparing fire BEFORE Shabbat to keep
their house and food warm and to light up the
house on Friday night. There were, of course,

Many miracles
occurred during the
construction of the Mishkan. Here are two.

However, when the plate of gold was brought
close to the wooden beam the plate would
surround it and cover it. The Torah therefore
says, "All the gold that was made for the work."
The gold itself did what was necessary for the
work to be completed.

A SECOND MIRACLE AT THE
MISHKAN
The first thing that one must realize is that the
courtyard in front of the Mishkan was 50 amot
(75 feet) long and 50 amot wide. In this space,
there was the outer Mizbeah (altar) which was
5 amot by 5 amot. The kevesh (access ramp),
which was used to ascend to the top of the
Mizbeah was 32 amot (48 feet) long to the
south. The Kiyor (washstand) was also
between the Mishkan and the Mizbeah.
The entire area in front of the Mishkan was 50
by 50 amot, which is 2,500 square amot. All
these articles were able to fit in that space.

Only a small area remained. Even if the entire
area were empty, no more than 2,500 people
could have fit in there, one person in each
square amah. However, the entire Bne Yisrael
was able to fit into that courtyard on the day
that the Mishkan was erected, although there
were millions of people.
The Torah tells us that there were 600,000
men over 20 years old. This was in addition to
those under 20, who were not numbered. If we
calculated the necessary space, an area four
miles square would be needed to hold all
these people. Therefore, it was a very great
miracle that this small area could hold so many
people.
There was also a miracle within a miracle.
Since so many people were in this rather small
area, one would imagine that they were
pressed tightly together. However, the
opposite was true. Each person had plenty of
room. It seemed to each person as if he had 4
amot (6 feet) of empty space around him.
Each person was able to bow down without
disturbing the person next to him.
All the Bne Yisrael stood in the courtyard and
saw the fire come down from heaven, standing
like a pillar. It entered the Mishkan and went
upon the Mizbeah, burning the fats of all the
sacrifices; then it remained standing above the
Mizbeah. All Bne Yisrael saw this miracle and
bowed.
At that time Divine inspiration rested upon
them and they sang a song to Hashem. As it
says, "All the people saw and they sang out
and they fell on their faces." (Vayikra 9:24).
The Mishkan was completed in Kislev, but
Hashem wanted it to be erected on Rosh
Chodesh Nisan. One reason given is that
Hashem waited until Nisan because that was
the month when our forefather Yitzchak was
born. Another reason is that Nisan is a month
of joy, when the Bne Yisrael were freed from
Mitzrayim and Nisan is the month in which we
will be redeemed in the future.
In order to pacify Kislev, which had been
denied the honor of celebrating the Mishkan's
inauguration, Hashem pledged that another
Sanctuary would be inaugurated in Kislev.
That time came when the miracle of Chanukah
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took place, and the second Bet HaMikdash
was rededicated on 25 Kislev, which became
the 1st day of Chanukah.

Kid’z Korner

(Revach)

A Present for the King
(Adapted f rom Mishlei Yaakov, p. 184)

The royal palace announced that the king
would be visiting a certain town in his
kingdom. Most of the townspeople, however,
were quite poor, and could ill afford to buy a
suitable gift for such an exalted guest.
The town, however, did have one affluent
resident, a local businessman. The wealthy
man could have presented the king a gift of
his own, but he decided that it would be better
if all of his neighbors would take part in
preparing a gift.
What did the businessman do? He proposed
that the townspeople should fashion an
complex and beautiful ornament crafted from
many intricate parts. Some sections were to
be fashioned from gold, some from silver, and
others from special gems and beautiful cloth
material. For each section, he appointed a
talented
craftsman
to
supervise its
construction.
When the king came to the town and saw the
beautiful gift, he was extremely pleased. The
king questioned the businessman about how it
was constructed, and he responded by
suggesting that all of the craftsmen present
themselves to the king.
In this way, nearly all the townspeople had the
unique opportunity - and great privilege - to
meet the king in person.
The King's Crown
When organizing the construction of the
Mishkan (the Tabernacle), Moses acted like
the businessman in the parable. Moses
invited the entire nation to take part in
constructing the Mishkan. When the work was
finished, Moses brought the entire people
before G-d and announced, "The entire

Jewish people - they are the craftsmen of Your
Mishkan."
It is written in Shir HaShirim (3:11):
"Go out, O daughters of Zion, and gaze upon
King Solomon and the crown with which his
mother crowned him."
Who are these "daughters of Zion"? And what
was this crown?
The Midrash explains that the term "daughters
of Zion" refers to G-d's distinguished children
- the Jewish people. (The word 'distinguished'
in Hebrew is metzuyanim, similar to the word
'Zion').
And the crown placed on the King's head?
That was the Tabernacle that they had
constructed.
In other words, the Tabernacle was a crown
that distinguished the Jewish people, through
the generosity and pure service of every
individual who participated in its construction.
This special gift enabled the entire nation draw
close to G-d.
Baron Rothschild Earns 800,000 Pound
Sterling From Kiddush To Havdala
Baron Anshel Rothschild although the leading
European banker was a proud Jew and his
emuna was legendary.
Despite all his
multitude of business dealings, on Shabbat
everything came grinding to a halt as if nothing
else existed and he was simple Jew attached
to his Shabbat.
One time a large financial institution in
England was on the verge of collapse. It
needed to be rescued by a person or group
with great means. The directors decided that
Baron Rothschild would be perfect candidate.
They drafted a proposal offering him the
company for 2.5 million pound sterling. This
price was considerably lower than the true
value of the company but still not a steal.
The telegram was sent Friday night and Baron
Rothschild completely ignored it. Anxiously
awaiting a reply, when no reply was
forthcoming the directors took that as a lack of
interest and the next morning sent a new
proposal for 2.2 million. Of course, Reb Anshel
did not pay attention to this telegram either
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and later in the day out of desperation the
directors sent an offer of 1.7 million. This one
arrived on Motza'ei Shabbat and Reb Anshel
opened it together with the other two, and sent
back a positive response to the third offer.
As soon as he sent off his reply he gathered
his people together to update them on the
transaction, and more importantly to teach
them a lesson on the Koach of Shabbat.
Shabbat is not only profitable in the next world,
but in this one as well for those who watch
over it.
If It Were The Chafetz Chaim's Shabbat
The Chafetz Chaim once traveled to another
city, and the people of the city emerged to
greet the Gadol Hador. Many wealthy men of
the city were among those who came to greet
the Chafetz Chaim and receive a bracha.
One wealthy man approached the Chafetz
Chaim and gave him a sizable donation for
Yeshivas Radin. The Chafetz Chaim grabbed
the man's hand and began to cry bitterly,
saying, "This hand gives tzedaka with such
respect, and alas it is michalel the Shabbat."
The Chafetz Chaim continued to hold the
man's hand and cry, and the wealthy man's
heart melted, and he too began crying bitterly.
The wealthy man said, "Rebbe, I promise you
that from today I will keep the Shabbat. But
please allow me to be able to perform melacha
this coming Shabbat at least, so I can wrap up
my affairs."
The Chafetz Chaim answered with great
emotion, "My dear son, if it was my Shabbat I
would be mochel you and allow you whatever
you request, but it's the Shabbat of Hakadosh
Boruch Hu, the King of Kings. I can't allow
even one moment of chilul Shabbat!
The wealthy man accepted the words of the
Chafetz Chaim, and began keeping the
Shabbat from that week, and eventually
became fully observant. (Ukarasa LeShabbat
Oneg)

The Tchebiner Rav Doesn't Sleep On
Shabbat
For the last twelve years of the life of this
elderly Gadol Hador, the Tchebiner Rav‘s
health seriously declined, and he was

instructed by his doctors to take a rest every
afternoon. On most days, a bochur was put in
charge during this time to ensure that the Rav
was not disturbed.
One Shabbat afternoon, the Rav lay down to
rest, and for some reason the bochur was not
on duty. Within a few minutes, there was a
knock at the door. A few seconds later the
knock became louder and more urgent. The
Rav dragged himself up with difficulty and
opened the door to find...a nine-year child!
“Are you the Tchebiner Rav?” the visitor
asked?
When he received a positive reply, he
announced,
“My Rebbe in cheder told me that if I get the
Rav to test me on my learning, and I produce
a signed note to pRav e it – I will receive a
candy! – Will the Rav farher me?”

PAR LA FRANCOPHONE
(Rav Itshak Nabet)

Le Temps du Retour
"Et Moché rassembla toute l'assemblée
d'Israel et dit: voici ce qu'Hachem vous a
demandé de faire. Pendant six jours vous
travaillerez et le septième jour sera saint pour
vous…" Il y a lieu de s'interroger. Pourquoi la
Torah précisa-t-elle dans la paracha Vayakel
que Moché rassembla les bné Israel? A priori,
à chacune de ses allocutions, il en était ainsi.
De plus, pourquoi répéter la Mitsva du Chabat
qui a déjà été enseignée dans la paracha KiTissa ?
Pour répondre à ces questions, ouvrons une
petite parenthèse. Il est écrit dans la guémara
d'Avoda Zara (4, b) au nom de Rabi Yéochoua
ben Lévi que les bné Israel n'ont commis la
faute du veau d'or que pour ouvrir une porte
aux baalés Téchouva". Le Maarcha zrouto
yagen alénou explique que la Torah qu'un
homme étudie le protège de la faute. Or cette
génération, qui était pleine d'amour et de désir
d'accomplir la volonté d'Hachem, méritait
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The Rav warmly invited the child in, sat him
down, and tested him as requested. He also
assured him that he was welcome to return
after Shabbat for a signed note.
As he saw the boy out, the Rav gently pointed
out to him that in future he should take care
not to call at people’s homes mid-afternoon on
Shabbat, as they may well be resting. To this
the child replied. “I know that! I would not
normally knock on anyone’s door at such a
time, but I was sure that the Tchebiner Rav
would be too engrossed in his learning and
would surely not be resting!”
What was the Rav’s reaction? - He kissed the
child and thanked him for the rebuke! From
that day onwards the Rav did not rest anymore
on Shabbat afternoon, when he realized that it
was perceived (by a young child) unbecoming
of a person of his stature to do so.

d'être épargnée. Cependant Hachem la laissa
fauter pour montrer aux générations que les
portes de la Téchouva sont ouvertes, même
aux fautes les plus graves.
Et c'est ainsi que dans notre paracha, Moché
rabénou demanda aux bné Israël de collecter
tous les éléments pour la fabrication du
Temple portatif. D'après de nombreux
commentateurs, cet épisode se situe après la
construction du veau d'or et se produit pour
faire la réparation de cette faute. Rappelezvous, alors que Moché Rabénou se tenait sur
le Mont Sinaï pour recevoir la Torah, l’Erev rav
avait entraîné le peuple à danser et à se
dégrader autour d'une idole. Lors de cette
fête, la foule assoiffée de désir n'hésita pas à
tuer un des sages de la génération avant de
s'adonner à l'idolâtrie et à la débauche.
Pendant quarante jours après cette terrible
chute, les bné Israël avouèrent leur faute,
regrettèrent et prirent sur eux de s'écarter de
l'idolâtrie, à jamais... Ils ne désiraient plus
qu'une chose à présent: revenir vers leur
Créateur. Et c'est avec cette envie de Le servir
que toute la communauté se rassembla pour
accomplir la volonté divine avant même l'appel
de son maître spirituel. La Torah précisa donc
que le peuple "se rassembla" pour témoigner

que sa Téchouva était parfaite. Les gens se
réunirent autour de Moché rabénou avec la
même ardeur qui les animait pendant qu’ils
s'attroupèrent autour d'Aaron pour demander
la construction du veau d'or. Et c'est d'ailleurs
avec cet enthousiasme qu'ils récoltèrent les
matériaux de la construction en moins d'une
journée.
Lorsque Moché vit avec quel entrain les bné
Israel voulaient s'attacher à Hachem, il répéta
la mitsva du Chabat, afin de leur enseigner
que ce jour saint représente le meilleur moyen
pour se lier à Hachem. Car quand un juif se
coupe de ses occupations et consacre sa
journée à prier, étudier et chanter Ses
louanges autour d'une table dressée en Son
honneur, il ressent automatiquement une
grande proximité avec Son créateur. Ainsi, en
respectant la sainteté de cette journée, il ancre
dans son cœur la volonté de Le servir et
ressent l'affection que son Père éprouve pour
lui. A travers cela, il ouvre les portes de la
Téchouva par amour, celle qui transforme les
fautes en mérites. C'est pourquoi il est
enseigné dans la masseret Chabat (118, b)
que celui qui respecte le Chabat, même s'il
faisait de l'idolâtrie comme à l'époque
d'Enoch, Hachem lui pardonne ses fautes".
La Torah nous dévoile cette semaine que les
portes du repentir sont ouvertes à tous.
Hachem, dans sa grande Miséricorde, attend
le retour de tous ses enfants. Il n'existe
aucune faute qui puisse nous séparer de notre
Créateur. Au contraire, plus un juif se trouve
loin et plus la joie qu'il procure à Hachem en
revenant vers Lui est immense. Car il n'existe
pas un plus grand bonheur pour un père que
de se réconcilier avec son fils. En outre, c'est
par l'intermédiaire de l'accomplissement du
Chabat que nous avons la possibilité de nous
rapprocher de Lui après six jours de travail et
d'obscurité. Alors essayons de conserver cet
enseignement et profitons de cette occasion
hebdomadaire pour nous élever. Puisons les
forces physiques et spirituelles qui nous
permettront d'affronter la semaine et de
sanctifier chaque instant de notre vie.

L’importance de L’étude
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Nous lirons cette semaine la Paracha de
Pékoudé.Le Midrach Tanhouma, fin de la
paracha, raconte que lorsque le travail fut
achevé, le peuple n'arriva pas à mettre sur
pied cet immense édifice. Après beaucoup
d'efforts, ils allèrent voir "les responsables du
chantier" Betsalel et Oliave pour avoir de
l'aide, mais rien n'y faisait.
Les hommes fatigués et furieux devant cet
échec se présentèrent à Moshé Rabbénou.
Celui-ci triste de n'avoir pu participer à cette
grande Mitsva, étudiait la Thora, lorque la
foule vint se plaindre: tout ce que tu as dis
nous l'avons fait, alors pourquoi ne tient il pas
debout? Hachem dit alors à Moshé, lève le
Mishkan afin que tous sachent que sans toi, il
n'y aurait pas eu de Temple.
Le rav Moshé Tsadka Chlita explique
qu'Hachem a voulu ancrer dans le cœur
des juifs que la Thora est plus importante que
les qorbanot (sacrifices), qui se dérouleront
dans ce temple portatif. Les sacrifices ont
deux objectifs: le premier d'expier les fautes
involontaires et les mauvaises pensées, ce
sont les qorban Ola, Acham ou Hatat qui
seront expliqués dans le sefer Vayikra. Par
l'intermédiaire du sacrifice un homme faisait
Téchouva et était pardonné. De même l'étude
de la Thora expie les fautes de l'homme,
comme c'est écrit dans Michlé: la bonté et la
vérité expient les fautes, or la Thora est appelé
vérité nous explique le Chaaré Techouva (4,
11) et elle le protège des souffrances causées
par les fautes.
Mais la guémara de Quidouchin (30, b) rajoute
qu'Hachem nous a dit:"J'ai créé le mauvais
penchant et j'ai fabriqué son remède, la
Thora". C'est en cela que l'étude est plus
efficace que les sacrifices car ces derniers
permettaient l'expiation des fautes alors que
la Thora déracine le mal à sa base, transforme
l'individu, le soigne peu à peu et en fait un
homme bon.
Le second but des sacrifices est de se
rapprocher d'Hachem, ainsi le mot Qorban a
la même racine que le verbe léqarev qui
signifie rapprocher. Tout homme pouvait offrir
des sacrifices pour témoigner son amour à
son créateur en apportant un qorban Nedava
par exemple. Et pourtant la guémara Shabbat

(30, a) raconte que le roi David demanda un
jour à Hachem de lui dévoiler le jour de sa
mort. Celui-ci lui répondit qu'il était impossible
de dire cela à un humain. Alors dis moi quel
jour de la semaine je dois partir? Shabbat. Je
t'en prie, accorde-moi dimanche afin que l'on
puisse me faire une oraison funèbre! C'est
impossible, car c'est déjà le règne de ton fils
Salomon et tu ne peux empiéter sur son
temps. Alors vendredi? Cela non plus je ne
peux pas, car je préfère un jour de ton étude à
1000 sacrifices qu'apportera ton fils!
Il ressort de ce passage du Talmuld que
l'étude est plus appréciée par Hachem que
les qorbanot. En effet, lorsque qu'un homme
apprend la Thora il s'attache à la parole
d'Hachem, or les sages nous disent que D...
et la Thora ne font qu'un, ainsi car l'étude,
l'homme s'attache à Hachem Lui-même. Ce

Reflexion semanal
(Rav Yonatan Gefen)

Una acción explica la otra
La Torá describe cómo el pueblo donó
ansiosamente sus posesiones preciadas para
la construcción del Mishkán (Tabernáculo).
“Los hombres vinieron con las mujeres, todo
quien su corazón lo motivó trajo brazaletes,
aretes nasales, adornos corporales, toda
clase de adornos de oro, todo hombre quien
elevó una ofrenda de oro a Di-s” (1).
Los comentaristas hablan sobre el significado
de la frase “los hombres vinieron con las
mujeres”. Rabeinu Bejaye explica que las
mujeres fueron las primeras en acercarse
para donar sus joyas, viniendo los hombres

detrás de ellas. Esto, explica Rabeinu Bejaye,
demuestra la rectitud de ellas, pero también
arroja luz positiva sobre un incidente anterior
que involucró joyería: el incidente del Becerro
de oro. Cuando los hombres le exigieron a
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qui signifie qu'il n'y a pas de moyen plus
efficace pour témoigner son amour à son
créateur que d'étudier sa Thora.
Nous pouvons ainsi conclure que même si le
Temple n'est pas encore reconstruit, Hachem
nous a dévoilé la voie pour se purifier et
s'approcher de lui. Il faut pour cela augmenter
notre temps d'étude de la Thora, essayer de
rajouter chaque jour quelques minutes
précieuses, de s'accrocher à l'arbre de vie et
de la transmettre à nos enfants et à nos
familles. Et si le temps nous manque en
semaine, il faut s'efforcer d'étudier le Shabbat
Quodesh. Prions pour qu'Hachem nous donne
les forces d'apprendre et d'enseigner, de
garder et d'accomplir les paroles de sa sainte
Thora par amour afin que nos cœurs
s'accrochent à ses Mitsvot.
Aarón que les hiciera una estatua, Aarón les
dijo que les quitaran las joyas a sus mujeres.
Sin embargo, las mujeres se negaron a dar
sus joyas, por lo que los hombres tomaron su
propio oro y lo entregaron. En base sólo al
incidente del Becerro de oro, no es clara la
razón por la cual las mujeres se negaron a
entregar sus joyas. Quizás, la motivación
principal fue su apego natural a sus joyas, en
lugar de rehusarse a tomar parte en el pecado
del Becerro.
Sin embargo, en Vaiakel, vemos que las
mujeres estuvieron muy dispuestas a donar
sus joyas para el elevado propósito de la
construcción del Mishkán. Retroactivamente,
esto revela la razón de la negación a entregar
sus joyas para el Becerro de oro. No fue por
su apego al oro y a la plata, porque eso no
evitó que las mujeres se desprendieran de
ellos para el Mishkán. En cambio, su negación
a dar para el Becerro de oro emanó de
motivos leshem Shamáim (puros): ellas no
quisieron tener parte en ese terrible pecado (2).
Rav Abraham Pam deriva, de esta
explicación, una idea muy importante,
conocida en hebreo como ‘maasim shel adam
mojijim ze et ze’ (las acciones de una persona
en un área pueden revelar algo sobre sus
acciones en otra área). En este caso, la
voluntad de las mujeres para desprenderse de

sus joyas para el Mishkán reveló sus
intenciones puras cuando se rehusaron a
hacerlo para el Becerro de oro.
Vemos otro ejemplo de esta idea respecto a
uno de los nombres que se le da a la tercera
comida de Shabat: shalosh seudot.
Literalmente, significa ‘tres comidas’. Es un
nombre extraño para la tercera comida,
hubiera sido más apropiado usar sólo su otro
nombre: seudá shelishit o ‘tercera comida’.
¿Por qué es esta comida conocida también
como ‘tres comidas’? La respuesta es que la
forma en que una persona se conduce en la
tercera
comida
de
Shabat
refleja
retroactivamente sobre sus intenciones
durante las dos primeras.
Hay dos razones posibles por las que una
persona puede comer bien en las dos
primeras comidas de Shabat: porque tiene un
deseo puro de honrar el Shabat comiendo
alimentos deliciosos, o porque tiene hambre y
desea comer bien, ya que ambas comidas se
realizan cuando una persona normalmente
tiene hambre y desea comer bien. Sin
embargo, la tercera comida se realiza no
mucho después del almuerzo de Shabat, por
lo que, naturalmente, una persona no tendrá
mucha hambre. Si no come en la tercera
comida, a pesar de que es una mitzvá hacerlo,
muestra retroactivamente que su kavaná
(intención) en las otras dos comidas fue llenar
su estómago más que honrar el Shabat. Sin
embargo, si participa en la deliciosa cena,
demuestra que su intención es por el honor
del Shabat, ya que si no fuese Shabat comería
mucho menos o quizás nada. Entonces, al
comer en la tercera comida muestra
retroactivamente su intención para las dos
primeras, dejando en claro que comió LAS
TRES COMIDAS con intenciones puras.
Entonces, la tercera comida amerita el
nombre ‘tres comidas’ porque se considera
que quien la realiza, comió las tres comidas
con intenciones puras (3).
Esta idea de maasim shel adam mojijim ze et
ze tiene una gran importancia, porque es un
mecanismo muy efectivo para juzgar la
consistencia de las acciones de una persona.
El Beit HaLevi, Rav Iosef Dov Soloveitchik (4),
trae esta idea en la parashá Vaigash. Cuando
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Iosef se reveló ante sus hermanos, les hizo
una pregunta: “¿Está mi padre aún con vida?”
(5). Al oír esto, los hermanos se quedaron
mudos y desconcertados. El Midrash compara
la revelación de Iosef a sus hermanos con el
Día del juicio, y dice que, si los hermanos no
pudieron responderle a Iosef, que era menor
a ellos, mucho más aún, cuando Di-s (por así
decir) venga y nos cuestione, quedaremos sin
habla (6).
Los comentaristas preguntan: ¿Cuál es
exactamente la comparación entre la
revelación de Iosef ante sus hermanos y el
Día del juicio?
El Beit HaLevi responde explicando primero la
pregunta de Iosef (si su padre estaba aún con
vida). ¡A esta altura, era muy claro que
Yaakov continuaba con vida! Y responde que
Iosef estaba, en realidad, haciéndoles una
crítica indirecta. Yehudá acababa de pasar
mucho tiempo discutiendo que Iosef no debía
tomar a Biniamín como esclavo, porque eso
destruiría a Yaakov. Al mencionar el bienestar
de Yaakov, Iosef aludió a que la preocupación
de los hermanos por su padre no era
consistente con sus acciones al venderlo a él
mismo muchos años antes. En ese momento,
no mostraron preocupación por el dolor que su
padre sentiría ante la pérdida de su hijo
amado.
Así,
¡los
hermanos habían
contradicho su argumento con sus propias
acciones!
El Beit HaLevi explica luego la similitud entre
la “crítica” de Iosef y la del Día del juicio. En
ese asombroso día, toda persona será
cuestionada sobre sus muchas acciones,
incluyendo sus pecados y el fracaso en el
cumplimiento apropiado de las mitzvot. Puede
que tenga excusas, pero esas excusas serán
analizadas en base a sus otras acciones en
esa misma área. Por ejemplo, una persona
puede justificar su fracaso por no dar
suficiente dinero a caridad, basándose en la
carencia de recursos para su propio sustento.
Sin embargo, sus gastos en otras áreas serán
examinados a continuación; si queda claro
que en otras áreas estuvo dispuesta y fue
capaz de gastar grandes cantidades de
dinero, la persona misma arruinará su propia
justificación. De esta forma, sus acciones al
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gastar dinero para disfrute personal reflejarán
negativamente sobre el uso de su dinero para
caridad.
Con esta lógica, el Jafetz Jaim reprochó a un
hombre rico por dar insuficiente dinero a
caridad. El hombre respondió que dio una
cantidad importante. Luego, el Jafetz Jaim
calculó la cantidad de dinero que dio a caridad
y la comparó con sus gastos en sus propios
lujos. ¡Resultó ser que, sólo en cortinas, el
hombre gastó más que en todo lo que había
dado a caridad!
Hablamos sobre la idea de maasim shel adam
mojijim ze et ze y vimos su gran importancia
en el proceso del juicio. La enseñanza obvia a
derivar de esta idea es que es esencial que
una persona analice constantemente sus
acciones. Por ejemplo, una persona que
afirma no tener suficiente tiempo para
estudiar, en el Día del juicio deberá justificar
su fracaso. Si queda en claro que tuvo tiempo
para muchas otras actividades, entonces su
afirmación de no haber tenido tiempo para
estudiar quedará en duda. Sus acciones en
otras áreas muestran que, en realidad, tuvo
tiempo, pero el estudio de Torá no era una
prioridad para ella. Si pudiésemos hacer
nuestro propio análisis de nuestras
inconsistencias y remediarlas antes del Día
del
juicio,
sería
mucho
menos
desconcertante.
Que todos ameritemos ser consistentes en
todas nuestras acciones.
Notas: (1) Shemot, 35:22. (2) Rabeinu Bejaye, Shemot,
35:22. (3) Oído del Rav Israel Reisman. (4) Fue el padre de
Rav Jaim Soloveitchik y abuelo del Brisker Rav, Rav Itzjak
Zev Soloveitchik. (5) Bereshit, 45:3. (6) Bereshit Rabá, 93:10.

The Jewish Mother – A HairRaising Responsibility
The construction of the Mishkan (Tabernac le)
was performed by the most skilled and wisest of
men. However the women also had a role in its
construction. “All the women whose hearts
inspired them with wisdom spun the goat’s-hair.
(35:26)” While no doubt the spinning of the
goat’s- hair was a critical element of the
Mishkan, why does the Torah imply that it

required some special measure of wisdom? Skill
and dexterity perhaps – but wisdom?
Rashi explains that an extraordinary level of
craftsmanship was required to spin the goat’shair, because the women would spin their
threads from the fleece on the backs of the goats
before it was shorn – i.e. straight off the goat!
Sforno explains that after fleece is shorn, the
hair loses more of its lustre each time it is
handled. By combing and spinning the fleece
straight off the goats while it was still growing,
they were able to preserve much of the lustre
that would have otherwise been lost.
This explains the extra level of wisdom required
in spinning the goat’s- hair, but it still doesn’t
adequately resolve why this special craft could
only be performed by women. Aside from this
one anomaly, all other aspects of the Mishkan’s
construction were performed by men. Surely
there were men who were equally capable of
performing the “extraordinary craft” of spinning
the hair. Not that we begrudge the women their
part in the building of the Tabernacle; it’s just
that if the Torah dictates that one specific aspec t
of its construction was performed exclusively by
women, there must be something more to it than
just practical considerations.
The great and wise Shlomo Ha-melech (King
Solomon) advises: “Listen, my child, to the
rebuke of your father; and do not forsake the
Torah of your mother. (Mishle/Proverbs 1:8)” We
all know the scenario: Father comes home from
a long day at work; mother is standing by the
door to greet him. The look on her face tells him
he hasn’t come one moment too soon. Before
even removing his galoshes, he’s already been
briefed; little Shmueli has been sent to his room
for fighting with his sister, and awaits father’s
homecoming – in order to receive the thrashing
with which he’s been threatened. Thus it comes
as no surprise that the prophet associates
“rebuke” with the father. But why does he
connect Torah to the mother? Isn’t it the father’s
mitzvah to teach his son Torah?
Mefarshim (commentators) explain that while it
is indeed the father’s role to educate his child in
the study of Torah and its laws and ordinances,
it is the mother who creates the atmosphere that
permeates the very walls of the Jewish home. It
is her duty to see to it that the atmosphere be
one of Torah, kedushah, and shalom – an
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environment which encourages love of Torah
and dedication to mitzvos.
In many families, the father spends the majority
of his time away from home; it is the mother who
ultimately bears the burden of ensuring that her
children, who spend far more time with her,
constantly experience a life brimming with the
love for Torah and mitzvos that they will later be
taught by their fathers and teachers. Observing
the attitudes and reactions of a parent to the
daily hustle and bustle of a Jewish home is a far
more powerful and influential source of
education than any lesson learned from a book,
and it is this “Torah of your mother” to which King
Shlomo refers.
A Russian oleh (immigrant) to Israel approac hed
a Bet-Din (Jewish court) with concern: He knew
that his mother was Jewish, but he had no
recollection of ever being told whether he was a
Kohen, a Levi, or a Yisrael. His nondescript
family name gave no clue as to his tribal origin.
Perhaps, asked the Bet Din, he had some
memories of his childhood in Russia which
would offer a glimpse into his lineage? He
remembered very little; but – yes – there was
one thing that stood out in his mind. On the eve
of every Yom Tov, his mother would take the
children to a local dry-goods store to buy a brand
new pair of socks for their father. He still
remembered the special look on his mother’s
face when she would buy the socks; it almost
glowed. Later, they would go home, and wrap up
the socks, and wait for his father to come home.
When he did, they would all gather around, and
his mother would excitedly present him with his
new socks. “I never understood why she always
chose to buy him socks – you would have
thought she might have bought socks one Yom
Tov, a shirt for the next, and maybe pants or
shoes after that. We never questioned her,
though; she always bought socks, and the glow
on her face was always the same. I remember it
as if it were just yesterday.”
Without hesitation, the Bet Din ruled that the
man was a Kohen. While in Israel the Kohanim
offer the priestly blessings (Birkat Kohanim )
daily, in the Diaspora they do so only on the
Yamim Tovim. One of the requirements of Birkat
Kohanim is that the Kohen take off his shoes
while he blesses the congregation. No doubt,
Bet Din reasoned, his mother wanted to make
sure that this special mitzvah was performed in

a special way, so she made sure that each Yom
Tov her husband, a Kohen, should have new
socks to wear as he stood and blessed the
congregation.
How remarkable. The man, it seems, had no
memory of his father performing the priestly
blessings, although he surely must have
accompanied him to shul. But he vividly
remembered the anticipation of his mother as
she went out of her way on a busy Erev Yom Tov
to honour a mitzvah in her own special way.
Perhaps this is why the women were charged
with the craft of spinning the fleece directly off
the backs of the goats. All other aspects of the
Mishkan’s construction involved taking raw
materials – gold, silver, copper, wool, etc. – and
using them as the building blocks for the
Tabernacle and its holy vessels. The men were
given these tasks, just as it is their responsibi lity
to take a child – the raw material – and make him
holy by educating him in the laws and lessons of
the Torah.
The spinning of the goat’s-hair was the only task
that required the materials to be formed,
moulded and infused with holiness at their very
source – straight off the backs of the goats. The
mother of the house is referred to in the Holy
Tongue as the “Akeres Ha-bayis – the source of
the household,” for it is she who brings a aura of
kedusha, love for Torah, and respect for mitzvot
into the very foundation of the Jewish home.
Only the women could take responsibility for
such an essential and critical task, which, when
performed with wisdom, preserves the lustre of
the Jewish soul.

12 Tips to Get Your Kids to
Help Prepare for Passover
How to gain the cooperation of your family
without yelling. (By Adina Soclof )
Passover is right around the corner and we're
wondering how are we going to get everything
done. It can feel overwhelming.
We don't have to do it all ourselves. We can
encourage our kids and spouses to help out.
Here are my top 12 tips to gaining cooperation
from your family this Passover:
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1. Don't take it personally. Your kids are not
ignoring your pleas to help because they don't
care about you or how hard you work. They just
really don't like to clean.

8. Be positive. Don’t say, “We are never going to
be ready for Passover!” Be upbeat: “I know we
are going to get everything that needs to get
done, done. Let’s take it one step at a time.”

2. Let your kids complain about all the work that
they have to do and don't want to do. They don't
have to like it, they just need to do it.

9. Have mini meetings. On the mornings leading
up to Passover, let everyone know what needs
to be done and what there responsibilities will
be. Even better, write it down.

3. Have your pat phrases handy when your kids
start to whine. For example, "In this family we all
work together." "Sometimes you do more and
sometimes Sara does more, that's how it works
in families."
4. Be kind. Always empathize. Not too many
people like to clean and that, of course, includes
kids. You can say, "Looks like you really aren't
in the mood for sweeping. You are wishing that
this broom would work by itself..."
5. Make a list of all the jobs that you need to get
done and ask your kids to let you know what they
would like to do and when they will be available
to complete them. Kids don't want to be at your
beck and call all day.
6. Make it fun. For younger kids, Beat the Clock,
pretending to be vacuum cleaners or garbage
men, can do the trick. For older kids, putting on
some music or listening to the ball game can
help.
7. Don't accuse. Avoid telling your kids they are
irresponsible and lazy. It only reinforces a
negative image of themselves. "If my parents
think I am lazy and irresponsible, why should I
even try to help out?"

NAHALOT

Nahala of Rav Yaakov
Kamenetsky Wednesday the
29th of Adar
Rav Yaakov Kamenetsky (1891-1986). Born on
the 21 Adar, in Dolhinov, he left for Minsk at the
age of 11. Among his friends there were the
future Rav Reuven Grozovsky, and the young
Aaron Kotler. Shortly after Pesach in 1905, Reb
Yaakov and Reb Aaron traveled to Slobodka to
learn under the supervision of the Alter of
Slobodka. Reb Yaakov also learned in Slutzk.
During World War I he took refuge in Lomza in

10. Respect your child's time. Always ask, "I will
need help shlepping chairs this afternoon, will
that fit into your schedule?", "We are going to
clean out the drawers in the kitchen this
afternoon, how does that work for you?"
11. Acknowledge your family's contributions. "I
appreciate all your help with the cooking.",
Reinforce the ethic of teamwork, "This family
really knows how to work together. We got this
whole garage cleaned up!"
12. Be thankful for your family. Not only do you
want to acknowledge your family's contributions
as you are getting ready for Passover, at the
Seder take a minute to thank everyone and
appreciate every ones help. "I am so looking
forward to this Seder and the rest of Yom Tov.
We all worked hard to get ready for Yom Tov and
it shows. Daddy and I appreciate all your
efforts."
And lastly, spring cleaning is not a Torah
obligation. Dust is not chametz. Stay focused on
what you really must do to clean your house for
Passover, and leave the rest of the cleaning for
another, more opportune time.

the yeshiva of Reb Yechiel Michel Gordon. On 22
Sivan, 1919, he married the Rebbetzin Ita Ettel.
On 11th Av 1937, he left for America. In 1945, he
accepted the request of Reb Shraga Feivel
Mendelovitz that he take up the position of rosh
yeshiva in Mesivta Torah Vodaas, a position he
kept for the rest of his life. His chidushim were
printed in his seforim Emes LeYaakov, on Torah
and on Shas. As he requested, he was buried in
Brooklyn, since he pointed out that most of his
family live in America and would not always be
able to travel to his kever in Eretz Yisrael. From
this, his last request we learn yet another chapter
of his feelings for others.

