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SHABBAT SCHEDULE 
Minha                           6:30pm 
Shir Hashirim:               6:45pm 
Followed by Kabbalat Shabbat & 
Arvit  
Candle Lighting:         7:54pm 
Shaharit Netz Minyan:   5:30am 
Shaharit:                      8:45am     
Zeman Keriat Shema     9:14am     
2nd Zeman Keriat Shema    9:54am   
Shiur                              6:20pm 
Minha:                            7:20pm  
Followed by Seudat Shelishit in the 
Bet Hakenesset & Arvit   
Shabbat Ends:                8:54pm 
Rabbenu Tam                   9:25pm 
 

 
 

  
  
 
 
 
 
  
 
  
  
 

We would like to remind our Kahal Kadosh to please Donate wholeheartedly towards our Beautiful Kehila. Anyone 
interested in donating for any occasion, Avot Ubanim $120, Kiddush $350, Seudat Shelishit $275, Weekly Bulletin 
$150, Weekly Daf Yomi $180, Daf Yomi Masechet $2500, Yearly Daf Yomi $5000, Weekly Breakfast $150, Daily 
Learning $180, Weekly Learning $613,  Monthly Rent $3500, & Monthly Learning $2000, Please contact the Board  

Thanking you in advance for your generous support. Tizke Lemitzvot!  
 

We would like to Wish a Hearty Mazal Tov 
to Our Dear Dr. & Mrs. Jean Paul Courchia 
on the birth of their Grandson Eythan Arie 
to Dr. Yonathan & Sara. They should see 
him grow in Torah, Ulhupa, Ulmaasim 

Tovim Amen!   
We would like to wish a Hearty Mazal Tov to 
all the Graduates from Rohr Middle School 
Saadi Aquinin, Benny Ness, Yosef Nahon, & 

Eytan Sitbon. Bet Yaacov: Esmeralda 
Aquinin, Avigayil Benmergui, Sara  Cohen, 

Tzivia Haliwa, Yael Oziel, & Nava Taieb. 
Mechina High School: Moshe David Perez. 

Hebrew Academy: Hanah & Daniela 
Allouche, & Mimi Nahon. Lots of Nahat!! 

 

WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
SUNDAY 

Shaharit:                  5:50am 
Hodu approx.:          6:05am 
Shaharit #2 Hodu   8:30am 
Minha                      6:30pm 
Followed by Arvit.              
 

 

MONDAY TO 
FRIDAY 

Shaharit                   5:50am 
Daf Yomi                7:20am 
Shaharit #2 Hodu   8:00am 
Minha                      6:30pm 
Followed by Arvit   
Shiurim                    7:00pm 
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If anyone would like to contact our Synagogue, please feel free to email info@hechalshalom.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Torah Teasers (AISH) 

1. Besides parshat Korah, which five other parashiyot are named after a person? 
2. Aside from Moshe and Aharon, which two brothers are mentioned in this parsha? 
3. Who is mentioned in this parsha, but nowhere else in the entire Torah? 
4. The leader of the rebellion against Moshe is Korah the son of Yitzhar (Numbers 16:1). In what other context 
in this parsha is "yitzhar" referred to? 
5. In this parsha, which land is described as "flowing with milk and honey?" 
6. In this parsha, the earth opened its mouth and swallowed Korah and his followers (Numbers 16:32). Where 
does the Torah refer to the land spitting out people? 
7. In this parsha, Korah and his 250 followers bring incense. Where else is the number 250 mentioned in the Torah? 
8. In this parsha, Moshe refers to Hashem as "G-d of the spirits of all flesh" (Numbers 16:22). Where else in 
the book of Numbers does Moshe refer to Hashem by that title? 
9. In this parsha, where are almonds mentioned? Where else in the Torah are almonds mentioned? 
10. Which non-kosher animal is mentioned in this parsha? Where is the first time in the Torah that this animal 
appears? 
 
 

 
Answers 

1) Noach and Chaye Sarah in the book of Genesis. Yitro in the book of Exodus. Balak and Pinchas in the book of Numbers.  
2) Datan and Aviram, the sons of Eliav, are the antagonists in the rebellion against Moshe (Numbers 16:1). On ben Pelet is mentioned 
in the original listing of the antagonists against Moshe (Numbers 16:1). He does not appear later in the parsha or anywhere else in 
the Torah 
3) The Torah mentions the obligation to separate terumah from different forms of produce, such as yitzhar - "oil" (Numbers 18:12). 
4) Datan and Aviram describe the land of Egypt as "flowing with milk and honey" (Numbers 16:13). 
5) In parshat Achare Mot and Kedoshim, the Torah warns that if the Jews do not behave properly in the land of Canaan, the land will 
spit them out (Leviticus 18:28, 20:22). 
6) In parshat Acharei Mot and Kedoshim, the Torah warns that if the Jews do not behave properly in the land of Canaan, the land will 
spit them out (Leviticus 18:28, 20:22).  
7) In parshat  Ki Tisa, the ingredients of the anointing oil include 250 measures of fragrant cinnamon and 250 measures of fragrant 
cane (Exodus 30:23, see Rashi). 
8) In parshat Pinchas, when Moshe requested that Hashem choose a worthy successor to lead the Jews after his death, Moshe refers 
to Hashem with the title "G-d of the spirits of all flesh" (Numbers 27:16). 
9) Aharon's staff grew flowers and almonds, while all the other staffs remained barren - proving that Aharon was chosen by Hashem 
(Numbers 17:23). In parshat Miketz, Yaakov sent a gift to Yosef that includes almonds (Genesis 43:11). 
10) Moshe states that he has not taken even one donkey from the Jews (Numbers 16:15). In parshat Vayera, Avraham saddled his 
donkey in preparation to journey to the binding of Yitzhak (Genesis 22:3). 
 

Donors Column 
We Sincerely Thank you for your generous contributions this Week! We truly appreciate it! 
Hashem should Bless you all with Health, Happiness, Parnasah Tova, Success, & All the 
Berachot of the Torah Amen! 
 
 

• Mr. Simon Chocron 
• Mr. Johnny Ouzzan 
• Mr. Beni Pikhadze 
• Mr. Anthony Azoulay 
• Mr. Eliyahu Levy 
• Mr. Refael Levy 
• Mr. Amichai Shoshan 
• Mr. Eli Bouhnik 
 
  

• Dr. J. J. Edderai 
• Mr. Daniel Hilu 

We are excited to announce our Teens & 
Children program for Shabbat. Before 

Minha Shabbat afternoon at 6:30pm with 
Dan Cohen & Rabbi Fried. Then During 
Seudat Shelishit with Isaac Benmergui & 
Rabbi Fried. Looking forward to seeing 

everyone there! Thank you for your 
continued Support! 

 
 

 
 

mailto:info@hechalshalom.org
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Community Announcements 
(It is YOUR Community, make the most of it!) 

Miscellaneous Announcements: 
 

• This Week’s Congregational Kiddush  is still available for Sponsorship!      

• This Week’s Seudat Shelishit has been Kindly Sponsored by Mr. & Mrs. Jacky Werta in Memory of his Dear 
Mother & Grandmother Ruby Bat Ramo z”l the 8th of Tamuz & Ramo Bat Hasiba z”l the 2nd of Tamuz. Tihye 
Nishmatam Tzerura Bitzror Hahayim Amen!  

 

• Last Week’s Breakfast was Kindly Sponsored by Mr. & Mrs. Habib Harry Mamane in Memory of his Dear 
Mother Esther Bat Simha z”l the 25th of Sivan. Tihye Nishmata Tzerura Bitzror Hahayim Amen!  

• This Week’s Breakfast is available for Sponsorship!  

• This Week’s Daf Yomi is available for Sponsorship!  

 

• We are trying to update our Congregant’s contact information. We would like to start sending texts about different 
Events and Shiurim. We would also like to start emailing the weekly bulletin. We would like to start a list of 
Nahalot/Azkarot/Yahrzeits. We would also like to make a Refuah Shelema list. Please send your contact information 
to the Board at info@hechalshalom.org 

Important Message!!!  

Eruv Update: Surfside: The Eruv in Surfside now includes the walking paths along the beach.  Pushing strollers and carrying is  
permitted on the paths, but not beyond the path or onto the beach. 
Bal Harbour: The Eruv in Bal Harbour included the inner (western) walking path only. The pier at Haulover Cut is not included. 
 

• Before hanging up anything anywhere in the Bet Hakenesset, please seek authorization from the Board. This includes flyers etc.  
• Please be advised that prior to bringing any food or drinks for any occasion, you must first seek the authorization from the Board.  

 

Special Announcements 
 

• We are pleased to announce that Ness 26 is part of the Amazon Charity Program, which would allow our community to 
collect 0.5% of all the orders made by any of you on Amazon.com. In order to register you need to log on 
smile.amazon.com and select Ness 26, Inc as the Charitable Organization you want to support, and from then shop on 
smile.amazon.com instead of www.amazon.com. It won’t cost anything more, and is an easy way to contribute to our budget 
needs. 

• Anyone wishing to receive the Daily Halacha please send a whatsapp message to Simon Chocron 786-351-1573 
Community Calendar: 
• The program for Teenaged Boys ages 13-18 Started again with Great Succes with Shiur & Supper on Sunday Evenings After Arvit at around at 

6:30 pm With Supper. New Participants Welcome! Anyone wishing to sponsor this Shiur Please contact the Board. Tizke Lemitzvot!  In Recess 
• We have started the Mishmar Program Every other Thursday evening at 8:00 pm with Chulent, Beer, & Snacks. Everyone is welcome!    
 
 
 
 
 

 

Refuah Shelema List 
     Men                                                                  Women 

 

• Yosef Zvi Ben Sara Yosefia, 
• Mordechai Ben Brucha Malka 

Shmalo              
• Yizhak Abraham Ben Sheli, 
• Yosef Yizhak Ben Sara Hana, 
• Mordechai Ben Miriam, 
• Meir Raymond Ben Mathilde 
• Yaakov Ben Simha Alegria 
• Aviv Ben Luba Miriam 
• Mordechai Ben Mercedes 
• Yaacov Refael Ben Alegria 
• Shalom Gibly Ben Fortuna 

• Isaac Ben Mesoda, 
• Haim Ben Marcelle, 
• Yizhak Ben Simja 
• Reuben Ben Eta, 
• Michael Ben Aliza, 
• Avraham Ben Leah 
• Ruben Leib Ben Eta 
• David Benichu Bar Aicha 
• Menahem Ben Shira 
• Moshe Ben Rahel 
• David Ben Freha Rina  

 

• Simja Bat Esther,  
• Rachel Bat Sarah, 
• Nina Bat Rachel,  
• Gitel Rina Bat Yael, 
• Miriam Bat Sofy, 
• Rahma Bat Simha 
• Esther Bat Fortuna 
• Malka Bat Dina 
• Raizel Bat Miriam 
• Leah Bat Rivka 
• Sol Bat Perla 
• Chana Bat Bilha 
• Yael Bat Rut 

 

• Sara Ledicia Bat Mesoda, 
• Alegria Simha Bat Esther, 
• Naomie Bat Rarel Adda, 
• Malka Bat Joyce Simja, 
• Sivan Simha Bat Yehudit, 
• Natalie Rachel Bat Nancy, 
• Abigael Haya Bat Esther 
• Madeleine Bat Esther 
• Nurit Jacqueline Bat Rahel 
• Marcelle Mesoda Bat Alegria 
• Eva Bat Yael Khayat 
• Camouna Bat Fortuna 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
           

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://smile.amazon.com/
http://smile.amazon.com/
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  We would like to Wholeheartedly Thank our Dear Friends, 
   Mark & Ronny Aquinin 

      for generously Donating the TORAH LEARNING of 
     Tamuz 5781 

     Leiluy Nishmat their Dear Mother 
Esmeralda Haya Bat Rahel z”l 

                           Tihye Nishmata Tzerura Bitzror Hahayim Amen! 
      We truly appreciate it. In this merit may Hashem Bless you & 
 your wonderful family with all the Berachot of the Torah. Amen. 

 
 
 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

     Happy Birthday To 
• Mr. Ilan Elbase – Mon. June 14th,  
• Mrs. Olivia Shoshan – Mon. June 14th, 
• Mr. Stephane Bsiri – Tue. June 15th, 
• Misha Cohen – Thurs. June 17th, 
• Isaac Mamane – Fri.June 18th, 
• Avigayil Elmaleh – Shabb. June 19th  
• Tamar Allouche – Sun. June 20th, 
• Andre Zonana – Sun. June 20th, 
• Donald Bernard Allouche Tue. June 22nd, 
• Deborah Cohen – Tue. June 22nd, 
• Daniel Salomon Belecen – Wed. June 23rd, 
• Shemuel Maya – Wed. June 23rd, 
• Mrs. Sarah Courchia – Thurs. June 24th, 
• Moshe Maya – Fri. June 25th, 
• Leandro Otsman – Shabb. June 26th, 
• Mr. Ronen Cohen – Shabb. June 26th, 
• Esmeralda Aquinin – Shabb. June 26th, 
• Sapir Michael – Shabb. June 26th, 
• Aviv Michael – Sun. June 27th 

 

 

Happy Anniversary To 
• Harry & Fortune Mamane June 12th   
• Moises & Camila Benmergui June 15th 
• Sammy & Estrella Bendahan June 16th   
 

Nahalot 
• Ramo Werta Bat Hasiba z”l the 2nd of Tamuz     

(Grandmother of Mr. Jacky Werta)(Shabbat) 
• Shimon Ben Sauda Shoshan z”l the 4th of Tamuz 

(Father of Mr. Amichai Shoshan) 
• Zahava Bat Miriam z”l the 5th of Tamuz                       

(Mother of Mrs. Anat Michael) 
• Ruby Werta Bat Ramo z”l the 8th of Tamuz  
      (Mother of Mr. Jacky Werta) 

Next Shabbat: 
• Regina Sultana Allouche Bat Simcha z”l the 10th of Tamuz 

(Mother of Mr. Yaacov Allouche)  
• Rabbi Yosef Oziel zt”l the 13th of Tamuz   
• Isaac Cohen Bar Asibuena y Saadia z”l the 13th of Tamuz 

(Father of Mr. Alberto Cohen) 
• Esmeralda Haya Aquinin Bat Rahel z”l the 16th of Tamuz 

(Mother of Mark, Ronny, Max, & Daisy)(Shabbat)   
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Aharon’s Respect for His 
Fellow Jews 

(Rabbi Eli Mansour itorah) 
The Torah in Parashat Korah delineates the 
twenty-four "Matenot Kehuna" – gifts which the 
Kohanim are to receive from the rest of the 
nation. After listing all the various gifts, G-d 
commands Moshe to tell Aharon that these gifts 
are a "Berit Melah Olam" – literally, "an eternal 
covenant of salt" (18:19). 
Different approaches have been taken to explain 
the meaning of this difficult phrase. Rashi writes 
that just as G-d made a "covenant," so-to-speak, 
with salt, creating it such that it never spoils, 
similarly, He promised Aharon that his status of 
Kehuna will endure forever, eternally. 
But there is also a deeper explanation. 
The Gemara in Masechet Berachot (34a) 
teaches that when somebody is asked to lead 
the prayer service as the Hazzan, he should 
initially refuse. After he has been asked several 
times, however, he should not hesitate any 
longer, and should go lead the service. The 
Gemara comments that if a person rushes right 
away to serve as Hazzan without any hesitation, 
then he is comparable to food without salt. And 
if he refuses excessively, then he is comparable 
to food with too much salt. Just as food requires 
just the right amount of seasoning, as food with 
insufficient seasoning is bland, and food with 
excessive seasoning is too strong, similarly, 
religious life requires a perfect balance between 
humility and confidence. We must avoid both 
excessive arrogance and excessive humility. 
Thus, when we are invited to assume a public 
role, such as to lead the service in the 
synagogue, we must be both reluctant and 
willing, like a dish with the perfect amount of salt. 
On the basis of this Halacha, the Sefat Emet 
(Rav Yehuda Aryeh Leib Alter of Ger, 1847-
1905) suggests an explanation for G-d’s 
statement to Aharon that his status as Kohen is 
a "Berit Melah Olam." G-d was pronouncing that 
Aharon struck the perfect balance represented 

by salt. When the time came for him to serve as 
Kohen Gadol for the first time, he hesitated, until 
Moshe urged him to proceed to the altar and 
perform the service, at which he point he went 
ahead and performed his duties. This is in 
contrast to Moshe himself, who, when G-d 
appeared to him for the first time, at the burning 
bush, and commanded him to return to Egypt 
and lead the nation, repeatedly refused. The 
Rabbis teach that Moshe was to have become 
the nation’s Kohen Gadol, but because he 
persistently refused the mantle of leadership, 
this privilege was taken away from him. Aharon, 
on the other hand, maintained this delicate 
balance, as he initially refused but then stepped 
forward to accept the role assigned to him. And 
so he was told that his status as Kohen is a "Berit 
Melah Olam" – an enduring covenant, because 
he exhibited the quality of "salt," perfectly 
balancing humility and confidence. 
Developing this point one step further, we might 
ask, why should a person initially refuse but then 
accept an invitation to serve as Hazzan? What 
mindset should lead one to at first refuse and 
then proceed to fill this role? 
The answer is that one should initially refuse out 
of humility, recognizing his unworthiness for 
such a lofty role, but once he is assured that the 
Sibur (congregation) wants and needs him to 
assume this role, he should proceed with 
confidence, knowing that he brings with him the 
merit of the Sibur. This is the balance that we 
need to maintain. We must be humble and 
aware of our shortcomings, but we must have 
enough respect for our fellow Jews to firmly 
believe that with their merit, we are able to stand 
before G-d in prayer. Aharon was known for his 
deep love and respect for all his fellow Jews, 
regardless of their background. Pirkeh Abot 
famously describes Aharon as "a lover a peace, 
a pursuer of peace, a lover of people…" He 
loved and respected all people, and so he was 
worthy of the Kehuna, a role he assumed with 
the confidence he gained from his high esteem 
for the Sibur whom he was serving. 
The Rama (Rav Moshe Isserles, Cracow, 1530-
1572), in his glosses to the Shulhan Aruch (Orah 
Haim 167:5), brings from earlier sources that it 
is proper to have salt on the table when reciting 

WEEKLY INSPIRATION 
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the Beracha over bread. Just as salt must be 
added to all the sacrifices, the Rama writes, salt 
should be placed on the table, which resembles 
the altar in the Bet Ha’mikdash. The Rama adds 
that placing salt on the table "protects from 
calamity." The commentators to the Shulhan 
Aruch explain that this remark is based on a 
passage in the Midrash stating that when people 
are sitting at the table waiting for everyone to 
wash their hands for the bread, the Satan 
prosecutes against them. We protect ourselves 
from the Satan’s efforts by having salt on the 
table. 
In light of what we have seen, we can 
understand the meaning of this custom. Salt 
represents respect and esteem for all our fellow 
Jews. When people sit around the table waiting 
for each other, they are likely to entertain 
thoughts of hostility and resentment toward one 
another, thereby empowering the Satan to 
prosecute against us. We avoid this through 
"salt" – by maintaining our affection and respect 
for all our fellow Jews, no matter who they are, 
following the inspiring example set for us by 
Aharon Ha’kohen. 
 

 

The Origins of Korah’s Revolt 
(Rabbi Eli Mansour) 

Parashat Korah tells of the revolt against 
Moshe’s leadership mounted by Moshe’s 
cousin, Korah, and a group of loyal followers. 
This uprising ended in tragedy, with G-d killing 
Korah and all his cohorts in miraculous fashion. 
Rabbenu Bahya (Spain, 1255-1340) raises two 
questions about this episode. First, he asks why 
Moshe did not pray on behalf of the people as he 
did on previous occasions. He pleaded to G-d to 
spare Beneh Yisrael after their worshipped the 
golden calf, and also after the sin of the spies, 
when they displayed a lack of faith in G-d. Here, 
at the time of Korah’s revolt, Moshe did not pray 
for the people, and instead asked G-d to make a 
miracle and have the ground open and devour 
the leaders of the rebellion. Why? 
Secondly, Rabbenu Bahya asks why even the 
children were punished. The Torah tells (16:32) 
that when the ground opened, it devoured not 

only the leaders of the rebellion, but also their 
families, including the children. Why were the 
innocent children punished for their parents’ 
mistake? 
Rabbenu Bahya writes that in order to properly 
understand this story, we must resort to 
Kabbalistic teaching. 
He explains that the origins of this episode can 
be found centuries earlier, in the story of the Dor 
Ha’palaga, the people of Babel, who built a city 
and tower to rebel against G-d. In response to 
their evildoing, G-d confused the people’s 
languages, causing them to be dispersed. 
Rabbenu Bahya writes that this generation was 
later reincarnated ("Gilgul") in the form of the 
people of Sedom. These people were sinful and 
corrupt, and G-d sent two angels to destroy the 
city and rescue Lot. We read in the Book of 
Bereshit (19:4) that while the angels were in 
Lot’s home, "the people of the city, the people of 
Sedom, surrounded the home," seeking to kill 
the two mysterious men. Rabbenu Bahya writes 
that the phrase "the people of the city" alludes to 
the fact that these were the builders of the city of 
Babel, who returned to the world as the 
townspeople of Sedom. Many years after the 
destruction of Sedom, Rabbenu Bahya explains, 
these people returned a third time, and were 
given one last opportunity to correct their sinful 
conduct. These were the people who rebelled 
against Moshe under the leadership of Korah. 
The Torah here in Parashat Korah (16:2) refers 
to these people as "Ansheh Shem" (literally, 
"men of renown"), alluding to the builders of the 
tower, whose goal was "Na’aseh Lanu Shem" – 
to make for themselves a name (Bereshit 11:4), 
in an effort to challenge G-d. This also explains 
why Datan and Abiram, two of the revolt’s 
leaders, responded to Moshe’s offer of peace by 
saying, "Even if you gore our eyes out, we will 
not come [to speak with you]" (16:14). This 
refers to the blindness with which the 
townspeople of Sedom were stricken when they 
tried to kill the angels in Lot’s home (Bereshit 
19:11). Datan and Abiram were telling Moshe 
that they were prepared to suffer blindness a 
second time rather than yield to his authority. 
Rabbenu Bahya writes that this understanding of 
the origins of Korah’s uprising answers the two 
questions he posed. Moshe, through prophecy, 
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understood that these people had been brought 
back to the world in order to have one final 
opportunity to rectify their wrongdoing. Since 
they failed, and continued their rebelliousness, 
they were not deserving of another opportunity, 
and so he could not pray for them. And, even the 
children perished, because these children were, 
in truth, the souls of the adults from the 
generation of the tower and Sedom. They were 
not innocent children, but rather the souls of 
sinners from previous generations who were 
given one last opportunity for a Tikkun 
(rectification). This did not happen, and so they 
punished along with their parents. 

 
Flowering Initially “Lifne 

Hashem” 
(Rabbi Frand from Torah.org) 

A very interesting event followed the 
suppression of the Korah rebellion. Hashem 
gave Moshe the following commandment: 
“Speak to the Children of Israel and take from 
them one staff for each father’s house, from all 
their leaders according to their fathers’ house, 
twelve staffs; each man’s name shall you 
inscribe on his staff. And the name of Aharon 
shall you inscribe on the staff of Levi, for there 
shall be one staff for the head of their fathers’ 
house. You shall lay them in the Tent of Meeting 
before the Testimony, where I meet with you. It 
shall be that the man whom I shall choose – his 
staff will blossom; thus, I shall cause to subside 
from upon Me the complaints of the Children of 
Israel, which they complain against you.”  
[Bamidbar 17:17-20] 
Moshe did as he was instructed. Every tribal 
leader gave a staff, including Aaron who gave 
his staff to represent the Tribe of Kohen-Levi. 
Moshe placed the 12 staffs in the Ohel Moed, 
before the Aron [Ark], as he was commanded. 
By the next morning, the staff of Aharon, 
representing the Tribe of Levi, had indeed 
blossomed: “…It brought forth a blossom, 
sprouted a bud and almonds ripened.”  
[Bamidbar 17:23] 

On a fruit bearing tree, first a little flower 
blossoms, then there is a little bud and then the 
fruit grows from that bud. This is what happened 
with Aharon’s staff. Aharon was the “winner”, so 
to speak, in the “Contest of Staffs”. 
From reading the pasukim [verses] superficially, 
you would assume that all three things – the 
blossom, the bud, and the almonds – occurred 
within the Ohel Moed. However, the Rashba”m, 
in his Torah commentary, interprets differently. 
The Rashba”m says that the next morning, when 
Moshe removed the staffs from the Ohel Moed, 
the only thing unique about Aharon’s staff was 
that it contained flower blossoms. (“And it was 
on the morrow and Moshe came into the Tent of 
the Testimony and behold Aharon’s staff from 
the House of Levi gave forth a 
flower…” [Bamidbar 17:23]) 
According to the Rashbam, the blossoming of 
the bud and the appearance of the almonds 
happened in public “before the eyes of all of 
Israel” after Moshe removed it from the Ohel 
Moed. The Rashba”m argues that if all three 
stages occurred at once in the Ohel Moed, out 
of sight of the people, then no one would have 
been aware of the stages of flowering and of 
blossoming. They would have only seen the final 
product -– the almonds –- and there would be no 
point for the Torah to mention the first two 
stages. 
The Rosh Yeshiva of Gateshead asks –
according to the Rashbam – why was it 
necessity to put the staff of Aharon in the Ohel 
Moed in the first place? Leave all the staffs out 
in the open, visible to everyone, and let them all 
watch the whole process transpire: The flower, 
the budding, and finally the almonds. The 
Gateshead Rosh Yeshiva answers that it is 
important for any living thing to come from the 
best possible source. In spirituality, the holier an 
item is in its original genesis, the holier the 
subsequent item will be. 
The reason the original flower had to bloom in 
the Ohel Moed is that a flower that begins to 
grow “Lifnei Hashem” [before G-d] has an 
impact on all the subsequent fruit. If the 
environment in which it got its start is “Lifnei 
Hashem” then all subsequent growth will be a 
different type of growth. 
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This is a profound lesson. It is a lesson in 
terms of having children. It is a lesson in 
terms of raising children. It is a lesson in 
terms of making sure the foundation and the 
original structure of a child’s education is set 
up under the best of all possible 
circumstances. To buttress his point, he cites a 
Talmudic passage in Tractate Gittin. 
The Gemara discusses a tree in which the roots 
grow in Eretz Yisrael, and the branches are in 
Hutz L’Aretz [outside of the Land of Israel]. The 
fruit of the tree are actually over the border, but 
the original roots grow in Israel. The Gemara 
wants to know whether the status of the fruit is 
that of “fruits of the Land of Israel” or “fruits from 
outside the Land of Israel.” The ruling is that as 
long as the roots were planted in holy soil, the 
fruits -– wherever they grow – are “holy,” 
requiring separation of Terumot and Ma’asrot 
[Gifts to the Kohen and Levi]. When the roots are 
holy, the fruit is holy. 
We learn from this Gemara that beginnings are 
crucial in determining spiritual identity. This is 
why it was so crucial that the original budding of 
the flower — which was symbolic of the seed of 
Aharon for all future generations — took place 
within the confines of the Ohel Moed, “Lifne 
Hashem”. This makes people into different 
people and fruit into different fruit, because they 
blossomed initially in the Ohel Moed, before the 
L-rd. 

 
Giving Up Everything For The 
Chance To Work In The Bet 

HaMikdash 
(Rabbi Frand) 

The Torah’s narration of the above referenced 
story with the twelve tribal staffs concludes with 
the following pasuk: “Moshe brought out all the 
staffs from before Hashem to all the Children of 
Israel; they saw and they took each man his 
staff.” [Bamidbar 17:24] 
Rav Zalman Sortzkin asks an interesting 
question: Why did everyone come back and take 
their staff? There was a “competition” between 
12 tribal leaders. Aharon “won”. The rest “lost”. 
What further need did they have for their staffs? 

To what can we compare this? A person buys a 
Power Ball lottery ticket. The grand prize is 
$350,000,000. The winning numbers are 
announced. Everyone looks at their tickets. “Did 
I win?” The person who wins is ecstatic. 
However, the other millions of “losers” take their 
lottery ticket, rip it up, and throw it away. That is 
what happened here. Aharon won; they lost. 
Their staffs were now worthless pieces of wood. 
Nevertheless, the pasuk makes the point that 
each man took back his staff. Why? 
Rav Sorotzkin offers a beautiful idea. Everyone 
wanted to become “The Chosen Tribe”. 
Consider, is it really such a great thing to be a 
Kohen or a Levi? It was the poorest life amongst 
all the tribes. They do not own property. They 
work a couple of weeks a year in the Bate’ 
HaMkidash [Temple] and are supported by the 
good graces of people’s Terumot and Maasrot, 
the first shearing of the sheep, and the priestly 
portions of the slaughtered animals (Zeroa, 
Lehayayim, and Kevah). Essentially, they were 
given the scraps. It was a poor life. The Leviim 
had it hard. The Kohanim had it hard. However, 
everyone wanted to become the “Chosen Tribe”. 
They want poverty! They want this hard life! 
Why did everybody want it? They wanted it 
because of the concept that this is the “Chosen 
Tribe”. This is the Tribe chosen by G-d. They are 
the “Chosen of the Chosen”. This status had 
special merit and it was worth more than all the 
property and all the real estate in the world. 
When the other tribes “lost”, they did not toss 
away their staffs. They came home and they 
mounted them over the fireplace. They told their 
children and grandchildren “My sweet children, 
you see this staff? I was willing to become a Levi! 
I was willing to give up everything to become the 
Chosen Tribe! Do you see this beautiful house? 
Do you see all the beautiful furniture? I was 
willing to give this all up for the chance to work 
in the Bet HaMikdash. My proudest possession 
is this staff, the staff that lost. It is because that 
staff says everything. The staff says that I know 
what is important and what is trivial. I know that 
all the real estate in the world is not worth 
anything compared to the merit of participating 
in the Divine Service in the Holy Bet 
HaMikdash.” 



 בס''ד       

   

  
  

  
   

  
  

  
  

 

The staff was not a worthless lottery ticket that 
one rips up, throws to the ground, and lets the 
wind scatter. This was something to be proud of. 
It shows who the owner was. It shows his values. 
It is something to show off, to treasure, and to 
show one’s grandchildren and great 
grandchildren: “I was willing to give up 
everything to become the Chosen Tribe.” 

 
 

Shalom and Machloket          
(Rabbi Zev Leff) 

Any dispute that is for the sake of Heaven will 
have a constructive outcome; but one that is not 
for the sake of Heaven will not have a 
constructive outcome. What sort of dispute was 
for the sake of Heaven? The dispute between 
Hillel and Shammai. And which was not for the 
sake of Heaven? The dispute of Korach and his 
entire company (Pirke Avot 5:20).  
The Mishnah describes Korach’s rebellion as the 
epitome of Machloket (strife) that is not for the 
sake of Heaven, and juxtaposes Korach and 
Aharon, as the exemplars of contentiousness 
and peacefulness, respectively.  
To properly understand the curse of Machloket 
(strife), we must first investigate the meaning of 
shalom. Shalom is not merely the absence of 
strife or disagreement, but a state of peaceful 
serenity. It is precisely through the interaction of 
opposites, of fire and water, that G-d is 
described as the One Who makes peace. 
Machloket leshem shamayim, argument for the 
purpose of reaching truth, is the epitome of 
shalom.  
The Kohanim, who are the representatives of 
shalom -- servants in the Bet Hamikdash, the 
place of shalom -- were consecrated by killing 
their relatives who served the Golden Calf. And 
Pinchas was initiated into the kehunah by 
Hashem and given the convenant of shalom as 
a result of his slaying of Zimri and Kosbi.  
True shalom is the achievement of perfection, 
the harmonious functioning of the world. As long 
as evil and evildoers destroy this harmony, there 
can be no shalom. There is no shalom, says 
Hashem, concerning the wicked (Yeshayahu 

57:21). Hence, true shalom is conditional on 
destroying evil.  
When David sought to build the Bet Hamikdash, 
he was told by the prophet that he could not build 
the house of shalom because his hands were 
covered with the blood of battle. At the same 
time, Hashem told David that he could not build 
the Bet Hamikdash because if he were to build 
it, it would be eternal, and Hashem reserved the 
option to destroy the Mikdash -- to vent his anger 
on wood and stones -- if the people sinned 
(Echah Rabbah 4:14).  
The tranquillity and shalom of Shlomo’s reign 
was marked by the absence of war. Such a 
passive shalom could not produce an eternal 
House of Peace. David, however, was the 
epitome of an aggressive shalom, one that 
included the preservation of harmony through 
aggressive means when necessary. Such a 
shalom could create an eternal House of Peace.  
Perfection is not the province of any individual. 
The Jewish people, says the Chafetz Chaim, are 
like an army, which can only be successful if all 
its varied divisions are represented and united 
towards a common goal. Today there are a 
variety of authentic approaches to the Torah -- 
all faithful to the observance of the 613 Mitzvot 
as elucidated in the Written and Oral Torah. 
These approaches differ only in emphasis, but 
there is a natural tendency for each group to feel 
that only its approach is correct.  
In the World to Come, however, says the 
Gemara at the end of Tannis, Hashem will make 
a great circle dance for all the tzakkikim, with 
Himself in the middle. Then, says the Chafetz 
Chaim, two tzaddikim who had diametrically 
opposed approaches will find themselves facing 
one another across the circle. Each will realize 
that he and his opposite are both equidistant 
from the center. Nor will the circle be stationary. 
Each tzaddik will dance around and occupy the 
positions of every other tzaddik, for in the future 
world every Jew will be able to identify and 
incorporate all paths. In this world, however, 
perfection is reached when each group follows 
its unique path, while acknowledging and 
respecting all the other paths.  
That does not imply that all paths are valid. 
Sometimes it is necessary to give tochachah - 
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rebuke or reproof - to criticize those who are not 
in the circle at all. True peace must include 
rebuke and criticism, for this is necessary in 
order to achieve perfection. Any peace that does 
not include tochachah is no peace, say Chazal 
(Bereshit Rabbah 54:3). But the tochachah must 
be the result of love and concern for the one 
rebuked. It must be done in a way that reflects 
this motivation. Criticism must be directed to the 
negative behavior of individuals or groups, and 
not to the person or to the group itself.  
The Gemara relates that one who sees a kettle, 
or river, or bird in a dream should expect to find 
shalom. The three factors that prevent the 
achievement of perfection are jealousy, lust and 
haughtiness. All three drive wedges between 
people and destroy harmonious cooperation and 
co-existence. The pot unites the power of fire 
and water to cook food for our sustenance. Yet 
the pot itself gains nothing and is burnt and 
blackened. The lustful individual, by contrast, 
seeks only his own gratification and bases his 
conduct on one consideration: “What’s in it for 
me?” The pot negates this attitude.  
Contemplation of the river is the antidote for 
jealously. The river is so beautiful and useful 
when it says within its boundaries, and yet so 
destructive when it overflows those boundaries. 
Shalom requires each person to recognize his 
place in the world and the unique role he has to 
play, while at the same time recognizing the 
contributions and worth of his fellow man. To 
combat haughtiness, one must learn from the 
bird. The bird is flexible and light, ever ready to 
make way for others and fly away.  
Rashi comments on the opening words of the 
sedrah, “Korach took -- He took himself off to 
one side.” Korach separated himself. He did not 
see himself as a part of the klal, but rather as a 
detached, isolated individual. His sense of 
separation caused his jealousy of Elizaphon ben 
Uziel, when the latter was appointed as the 
family head, and led to his lust for the glory of 
the kehunah gedolah. His attitude was the very 
antithesis of shalom, which depends of each 
Jew fulfilling his unique role without jealousy or 
selfish motivations.  
Reb Zusya was asked if he would accept the 
opportunity to switch places with Avraham 
Avinu. He replied, “What would HaKodosh 

Baruch Hu gain? There would still be one 
Avraham Avinu and one Reb Zusya.” Each 
individual has to aspire to achieve the maximum 
he can in his individual role and not to duplicate 
the role entrusted to another. There can be only 
on Kohen Gadol. Had Korach taken the attitude 
of Reb Zusya it would have made no difference 
to him whether it was Aaron or himself, as long 
as the duties of the office were performed in 
accord with G-d’s will.  
Chazal called Korach an apikorus for denying 
the validity of the Oral Law. That denial was a 
direct consequences of his stirring up 
contention. Torah is based on shalom and 
harmony among the Jewish people. A 
commitment to the totality of Torah is impossible 
on an isolated, individual level. No individual can 
fulfill 613 Mitzvot; there are Mitzvot that only a 
Kohen can perform and others that require a 
Yisrael. There are Mitzvot that apply only to men 
and other Mitzvot that apply only to women. 
Torah in its totality requires the united 
community of Klal Yisrael. Only as one individual 
with one heart can we accept the Torah and fulfill 
it.  
Argument for the sake of Heaven, the collective 
quest for truth, is the essence of the Oral Torah. 
But one whose contentiousness is not for the 
sake of Heaven negates the foundation upon 
which the Oral Torah stands. Thus, Korach was 
labeled an apikoros (heretic).  
Korach’s punishment perfectly reflected his sin. 
He who sees his fellow men only as objects of 
jealously or lust or as means of obtaining honor, 
will in the end swallow others alive to advance 
his own goals. Korach was such a person, and 
the earth swallowed him alive -- middah 
keneged middah (measure for measure).  
The very capacity of the earth to serve as a firm 
base for man depends on the unification of the 
individual grains of sand into terra firma. One 
who denies the necessity of unity, who fails to 
see that the fulfillment of G-d’s will is a collective 
enterprise, causes those grains to break apart, 
and finds himself cast down alive into the 
netherworld.  
Just as strife and Machloket are generated by 
individuals, peace and harmony must begin with 
an individual effort. The story is told of a man 
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whose five-year-old son was constantly 
interrupting him as he read the newspaper. 
Finally, in desperation, he tore off a page of a 
magazine with a map of the world and ripped it 
into small pieces, telling his son not to return until 
he had reconstructed the map. He assumed he 
had gained for himself several hours respite. 
Fifteen minutes later, however, the child return 
and gleefully announced that he’d finished the 
task. His father was dumbfounded. “How could 
you put the map together so quickly and 
accurately?” he asked. “Dad,” the little boy 
replied, “it was simple. On the other side of the 
map was a picture of a person. I simply put the 
person together, and the world fell into place.” It 
is the perfection and harmony within the 
individual itself that ultimately leads to the more 
global shalom.  
May we learn from the tragedy of Korach to flee 
from all strife that is not for the sake of Heaven 
and thereby help to bring the ultimate shalom, 
the entire world united in the service of Hashem.  
Reprinted with permission from Artscroll Mesorah Publications, ltd. This article 
is provided as part of Shema Yisrael Torah Network Permission is granted to 
redistribute electronically or on paper, provided that this notice is included 
intact. For information on subscriptions, archives, and other Shema Yisrael 
Classes, send mail to parsha@shemayisrael.co.il  
 

Be a Playful Parent 
It’s one of the best parenting skills, and your 
children will love it too. (By Adina Soclof)  
There is one great parenting skill that beats all 
others, and that is the ability to be playful with 
our children. Children love to play. They love 
being silly and goofy but most of all they like 
when the adults in their lives play with them. 
They love it when their parents get down to their 
level and are silly and goofy too. It might take 
some extra energy and creativity on our parts, 
but in the end, when humor is used, we enjoy it 
too. 
It is not all fun and games. The benefits of play 
are manifold. It helps parents and kids bond and 
connect. Play reduces tension, bringing laughter 
instead of frustration. Kids are much more likely 

to cooperate when they are asked to do things 
in playful ways. 
And when we act playful, we are teaching our 
children an invaluable life skill: how to inject 
humor into our everyday lives. Life is tough, but 
a sense of humor can always help. 
Faber and King in their book, “How To Talk So 
Little Kids Listen,” outline some simple ways we 
can use humor and playfulness to our advantage 
when dealing with young children: 
Clean up time: 
Make it a game: “Let’s see how many toys we 
can pick up in three minutes!” 
Make inanimate objects have feelings: “These 
toys are so sneaky! They don’t want to go into 
their boxes! Sneaky toys, you can’t hide from us! 
We are going to get you!” 
Pretend: “Let’s pretend the toys are our 
treasure and we need to bury them before the 
pirates come and get them! Our toy box is 
invisible to pirates but not to us!” 
Play the incompetent fool: Where do all these 
toys go? I know the dolls go in the back of the 
pick up truck! Right? No? They go in the red bin! 
I am so silly!” 
Sing: Putting on some of your kids favorite tunes 
or just singing the clean up song can do 
wonders. 
Morning rush: 
Make it a game: Tell everyone they are 
airplanes and they need to be ready for take off 
at a certain time. 
Make inanimate objects talk: “Your bed is 
saying that you are too heavy! He wants you out 
right now! What you can’t hear him! Bed, you 
need to talk louder so Eli can hear you!” 
Use silly voices and pretend: “I am your 
teacher, Mrs. M., I cannot teach you in bed 
today. I am very sorry! How can we color 
pictures when we are lying down in bed! Our 
crayons will get lost under all those covers. I 
need to teach you in our classroom!” 
Play the incompetent fool: “Oh my goodness! 
Where can Sara be? I don’t see her getting 
dressed! Is she in her drawer? In the toy box? Is 
she in the closet? She is still in bed! Oh no!” 

Food for thought 
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Dinnertime: 
Make inanimate objects talk and use silly 
voices: Have the broccoli say, “Don’t eat me! I 
don't want to be in your dark stomach!” or “I am 
a pepper and I am very tasty. I think you will like 
me!” 
Pretend: Have everyone imagine they are at a 
tea party or eating with King and Queen in a 
palace. 
Play the incompetent fool: “I am not sure how 
to eat this! Where does this go? How is this 
going to get into my stomach? Through my ear?” 
Bedtime: 
Make it a game: “Tonight is inside out night! 
Everyone needs to wear their pajamas inside out 
and sleep with their pillow on the opposite side 
of the bed! Let’s get ready and go!” 
Make inanimate objects talk: Toothbrush- 
“Ugh, I don't want to go into your mouth. It is so 
wet and slimy in there. Do I really have to?” 
Give silly choices: “Should we sleep upside 
down like bats or stand on one leg like 
flamingos?” 
Pretend: “Let’s imagine we are out in the woods 
and we are camping tonight. Do you hear the 
owls hooting? Do smell the campfire…” 
Be creative and fun and most of all enjoy playing 
you’re your kids! 
 

 
9 Ways to Get Your Partner 

Back 
Headed for divorce? Don’t give up hope yet. 
(By Rabbi Shlomo Slatkin, MS, LCPC)  
If your spouse is not interested in working on the 
marriage or wants a divorce, you're probably 
experiencing a wide arrange of emotions from 
anger to sadness and fear. It's a painful place to 
be. It's confusing and it's scary because you're 
afraid of losing him/her. Although it may seem 
like a lost cause, there is still a lot you can do on 
your end to help turn things around, even if your 
spouse seems disinterested. It’s not going to be 
easy but if you work on implementing these nine 

things, there is reason to hope that love can 
once again flourish.* 
1. Give him space. Your first instinct may be to 
beg and plead for your spouse to work on the 
relationship. If he's checked out, that's probably 
the least effective thing to do. Give your spouse 
space and allow him time to process and figure 
things out. While it would be ideal to get 
professional help together to get clarity, it might 
not be an option at the moment. When you give 
him space you are showing you respect his right 
to have his own feelings even if you see things 
differently. The more you push the more likely he 
is to retreat and disengage. 
2. Take ownership for your role. The only thing 
you can do with an unwilling spouse is to change 
yourself. That means acknowledging your role in 
the relationship's collapse. You are both equally 
responsible for your relationship getting to this 
point. Even if you did nothing but let it coast on 
autopilot, entropy takes effect and the 
disconnect grows unless you are actively 
investing energy. Discover what you were doing 
that led to an environment that prompted your 
spouse to pull away. Get conscious about what 
you could have been doing more of to keep 
connected. As you become more aware of your 
role in the relationship, you can begin 
implementing positive changes. When your 
spouse sees you shift, he/she may respond in 
kind. 
3. Stop nagging. It just pushes a spouse 
away. It may make sense that you’d want to nag. 
After all, your spouse is not responsive to your 
requests. Examine the way you are asking for 
what you need and learn how to ask in a more 
positive way. When you continue to nag and 
push, your spouse will want to run the other way. 
4. Zero negativity. In addition to nagging, 
regular old criticism can be a killer of 
relationships. Although it may seem normal to 
criticize, to blame or shame our spouse, such 
behavior can be extremely off-putting. No one 
wants to be on the receiving end of negativity. If 
you are upset about something, it's imperative to 
learn how to share it in a way that expresses 
your feelings without putting the other down. 
Otherwise, it is toxic and poisons the 
relationship. Removing the negativity will show 
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your spouse that your relationship can be 
different. 
5. Love languages. Learn how to love your 
spouse in the way she needs to feel loved. While 
you may feel like you have shown your spouse 
love over the years, if you aren't speaking her 
language, many of your efforts will have been in 
vain. If you show your love through actions such 
as making her a coffee in the morning, washing 
the dishes, or putting the kids to bed but her love 
language is words of affirmation, all of your hard 
work may not necessarily translate into love. 
Start loving her in the way she needs even if it's 
not the way you typically express love. She'll 
start to feel like you really care. 
6. Catch your spouse doing something right. 
It's so easy to see when your spouse is doing 
something wrong. It's much harder to catch 
when he's doing something right. Be on the 
lookout for that kind act or word and let him know 
how much you appreciate it. Instead of feeling 
like he can do nothing right in this relationship to 
the point where he has given up, he'll begin to 
feel recognized and appreciated for all of the 
efforts he is making. Noticing and appreciating 
his efforts will lessen the resentment and help 
reawaken hope. 
7. Learn how to listen. It often feels like there 
is no point to engaging in a relationship where 
one feels unheard and misunderstood. 
Conversations cease, feelings are bottled up, 
and anger and resentment seethe forth. When 
you learn to listen to your spouse by really 
focusing on her without responding or reacting, 
she is likely to finally feel that you actually care 
about what she has to say more than about what 
you have to say. She can get her words out 
without fear of retort or invalidation. She can 
finally feel heard and understood. Learning how 
to listen even if you disagree is a huge step 
towards differentiation and acknowledging the 
otherness of your spouse. When your spouse 
begins to feel like you really value her as a 
person, she is more apt to want to be a part of 
such a relationship. 
8. Have compassion. It's hard living with a 
spouse who is disengaged or contemplating 
leaving. You want him to stay but you also have 
a hard time dealing with your own hurt feelings. 
This, in turn, will often provoke you to behave in 

a counterproductive way. Break this dynamic by 
having compassion for your spouse. As much as 
your feelings are valid, your spouse has their 
own experience. Neither is right or wrong. As 
you imagine the pain your spouse is feeling or 
you think about what might be motivating his 
behavior, awaken compassion in your heart. 
Picture that little boy who just wants to be loved 
and valued. Deep inside that adult exterior there 
is an innocent little boy. Feel his pain and make 
sense of why he may be acting out of hurt. This 
will help you transform the way you see him by 
replacing judgment with curiosity. 
9. Give it up to G-d. Ultimately, you can't control 
another person, their thoughts, feelings or 
decisions. You can do the best you can to make 
an effort to be a healthy and loving partner and 
this may right a lot of past wrongs. At some point, 
though, we must let go and let G-d open up our 
partner's heart to allow our positive gestures to 
penetrate his/her heart. Prayer will help our 
efforts have greater impact and faith will allow us 
to feel at peace with the effort we have invested. 
The points in this article apply equally to 
husbands and wives. 

 

 
Real Friends: The Key to a 

Healthy Life 
Reclaiming the art of connection.  
(By Slovie Jungreis-Wolff)  
Feeling isolated can make you sick. 
Julianne Holt-Lunstad, a psychologist at 
Brigham Young University who consolidated 
data from over 140 investigations published over 
28 years, reveals that feeling unpopular, 
disconnected or lonely predicts our life span. 
Those with a larger network of friends had an 
increased rate of survival. And the greater the 
quality of friendship, the longer the life. Being 
unpopular increases our chance of death more 
strongly than obesity, physical inactivity or binge 
drinking. 
Accumulating more likes on your Facebook 
page is not the answer. 
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A college student I know told me that she felt 
down during her first year away from home. 
Despite hundreds of Facebook friends there 
were very few ‘real’ people whom she could 
count on. No one knew what she was going 
through. Her online photos showed smiling faces 
and a good time. She got lots of ‘likes’. The 
moment she realized that it all meant nothing 
was eye opening. 
Retweets do not make for a better life. 
Researchers reveal that most of us are putting 
our energy into the wrong type of ‘popular’. We 
can be popular through status, which means we 
have visibility, power, and followers. We are 
prominent and seen on social media. Our 
influence is felt as our posts get forwarded. 
But then there is becoming popular through 
likability. Qualities like kindness, selflessness 
and loyalty bring popularity that is life changing. 
Genuine relationships are forged. Connections 
are made that generate positive feedback and 
physical well-being. Life becomes more beautiful 
when shared with cherished family and friends. 
Status achievers gain a popularity that breeds 
unhappiness and loneliness. Feelings of 
fulfillment arrive when likability accompanies 
popularity. No amount of social media followers 
can take the place of sharing time with a good 
friend. 
Creating Connections 
We have lost the art of connection. 
A Toronto café has declined to offer Wi-Fi to get 
customers to interact. 
The Hot Black Café in Toronto has declined to 
offer Wi-Fi to its customers and more cafes are 
following suit. The aim is to get customers to 
interact instead of getting displaced in their 
phones. Think of coworkers waiting for their 
weekly meeting to begin. Instead of asking about 
family, vacation plans and how life has been, 
each individual is looking down silently. Where 
is the camaraderie? 
Have you been to a restaurant lately? Watch as 
entire families ignore each other. They are each 
on their own device. Toddlers and young 
children think this is normal; this is all they see. 
We are investing more energy into the person on 

our screen than those who are sitting right 
across from us. 
Real friendship requires presence. Nothing can 
replace seeing sorrow etched on the face of a 
companion and offering a hand in comfort. 
Looking into someone’s eyes transforms dark 
moments and make them bearable. Giving a hug 
conveys love. We create a deeper sense of 
connection. We bond and relieve isolation. 
Human beings thrive when we feel that we are 
not alone, that we are cared for deeply and 
cherished. You can’t gain that spark of friendship 
online. It remains a surface connection. 
Texting demands zero giving and zero sacrifice. 
Socializing in person requires a listening ear and 
heart. 
Decide to take the time to initiate deeper 
personal connections. Choose a friend with 
whom you’ve lost some touch with. Rebuild 
bonds by setting aside time, sharing 
experiences and catching up in with no 
interruptions. You will discover the joy of 
friendship as you laugh together, mull over life, 
and try to find solutions to the problems that 
weigh you down. 
The Positive Force of Friendship 
In the book The Happiness Trap, we learn that 
“People who feel more connected to others have 
lower levels of anxiety and depression. They 
have higher self-esteem, greater empathy for 
others, are more trusting and cooperative and as 
a consequence, others are more open to trusting 
and cooperating with them.” More than 25 
percent of Americans revealed that they have no 
one to confide in, no one to share their problems 
with. No wonder that feeling loneliness and 
isolation has brought sadness to so many. 
The Talmud tells the story of a righteous man 
named Choni who fell into a deep sleep for many 
years. His family and friends believed him to be 
dead. When he finally awoke and returned home 
no one would believe it was him. He went to the 
house of study where he used to teach, but no 
one recognized him. They quoted his teachings. 
“I am Choni!” he said. They, too, did not believe 
him. He became so distressed and anguished. 
He needed his family, he yearned for his friends. 
Broken hearted, he died. Our Sages taught that 
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this is an example of the popular saying: “O 
chavruta, O mituta” – either friendship or death. 
How painful are these poignant words. If we are 
blessed to have a family of friends and friends 
who are like family, make the time and 
investment to tap in to this incredible source of 
potential happiness and good health. 

 
 

Involuntary Manslaughter 
through Words 

A recent, precedent-setting case shows how 
words can literally kill. 
(By Hylton I Lightman, MD, DCH (SA), FAAP) 

Could a person be convicted of involuntary 
manslaughter on the basis of words alone? Yes, 
according to Judge Lawrence Moniz of Bristol 
County (MA) Juvenile Court who recently ruled 
on the precedent-setting case Commonwealth 
vs. Michelle Carter. 
Michelle Carter was found guilty of involuntary 
manslaughter of Conrad Roy III. These two 
teenagers – Michelle (then 17) and Conrad (then 
18) – built a virtual relationship largely on texting 
from 2012 to 2014. The girl started out 
encouraging the boy to seek treatment for his 
depression. However in the two weeks before he 
killed himself on in July 2014, she changed 
course and encouraged him to commit suicide. 
Conrad Roy was a good-hearted but depressed 
teenager who worked as a tugboat captain. He 
had graduated from high school with a college 
scholarship, but worried about the social anxiety 
he might experience in college. Michelle Carter 
was a conscientious high school student who 
liked the television show “Glee.” Her life was 
controlled by an eating disorder and like her 
friend, she experienced social anxiety, seeking 
the approval of friends whom she admired but 
worried did not like her. 
In June 2014, Conrad told his friend Michelle that 
he was considering suicide, she told him he had 
a lot to live for, urging him to seek help. He 
replied: “I WANT TO DIE.” 
Soon, Michelle changed her tune. “If this is the 
only way you think you’re gonna be happy, 

heaven will welcome you with open arms,” she 
texted. 
She egged him on: “You just need to do it.” 
They hatched a plan about how he could kill 
himself with carbon monoxide from car 
emissions. She egged him on: “You just need to 
do it.” Without going into details, when he started 
to back out, she told him on the phone to get 
back in the cab. He complied. She listened to her 
friend die, not trying to save him. 
The judge’s legal decision cited the fact that she 
did not try to prevent his death—in fact, she 
encouraged him. To put it clearly – Michelle 
Carter was not physically present when Conrad 
Roy left this world. But, as The New York Times 
reported about Judge Muniz’s decision, her 
physical absence was immaterial. She sent him 
to his death when she ordered him back into the 
poisoned air of the cab by saying, “Get back in.” 
Three words. “Get back in.” The difference 
between life and death. The difference between 
a hope-filled future for Michelle Carter versus 
many years in prison. The difference between 
Conrad Roy’s enrolling in college versus his 
family’s standing over his grave, grieving a life 
that didn’t even begin to bud. 
Imagine if her words had been different. 

• “Conrad, you don’t have to do this.” 
• “I care about you.” 
• “Let’s get you help.” 
• “Your future shines brightly.” 
• “Your family is so proud of you.” 

Legal experts are stunned by this precedent-
setting case which concludes that words can 
help cause suicide. 
Yet as an observant Jew, I’m not surprised. We 
are taught that words have the power to create 
and the power to destroy. As King Solomon says 
in Proverbs 18:21, “Life and death are in the 
hands of the tongue.” The Talmud says that 
negative speech is even worse than the sword, 
because it kills many people, even at a great 
distance (Arachin 15b). 
Speech is the tool of creation. This world was 
created by the power of words. Worlds are built 
constantly by words. 
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A newborn baby is welcomed and enveloped by 
the family. Words soothe a crying baby. People 
build relationships through words. Families often 
have code words or phrases among loved ones, 
showing love and affection and marking a 
special unit. 
Words have the power to destroy and to create. 
Words are important in all relationships, 
including the classroom. The teacher who 
appreciates a lively, quirky child who doesn’t 
quite fit the mold can put the child far on the path 
to growing into her potential. By the same token, 
another teacher could, G-d forbid, destroy the 
same child by belittling or humiliating a student. 
No doubt, Carter’s legal team will concoct some 
kind of appeal, trying to knock down Moniz’s 
decision. Perhaps they will even be successful. 
Unfortunately, though, Carter will always carry 
with her Roy’s death by asphyxiation – and that 
she did nothing to stop it. 
We should always remember that words have 
the power to destroy and to create. Let’s evoke 
this in every encounter with our children and with 
each other. 
 

Halachot of Shabbat 

(Daily Halacha) 
Amira L’Akum-Is it Permitted to Instruct a 
Non-Jew to Turn On the Lights in Shul? 
The Gemara in Masechet Shabbat states that it 
is permissible to instruct a non-Jew to perform a 
Melacha D’Oraita (an act prohibited by Torah 
law) on Shabbat for the purpose of performing a 
Brit Milah or purchasing land in Eres Yisrael. The 
Halacha allows asking the non-Jew, which is a 
Rabbinic prohibition, for the sake of 
accomplishing these two Misvot of the Torah.  
Most Rishonim (early authorities) understand 
that the Misvot of Brit and Eres Yisrael are the 
only two exceptions, because of their unique 
status in Halacha. Accomplishing other Torah 
Misvot would not override the Rabbinic 
prohibition of Amira L’Akum, instructing a non-

Jew to violate Shabbat. However, there is the 
lone opinion of the Itur (Rabbi Yishak ben Abba 
Mari, 1122-1193, France) that holds that the two 
Misvot brought in the Gemara are only 
examples, and in fact, performance of any Torah 
Misva justifies instructing a non-Jew to violate 
any Torah prohibition on Shabbat. 
Maran clearly does not rule in accordance with 
the Itur. He only brings the Misvot of Milah and 
Eres Yisrael. Even the Rama (276), who does 
cite the Itur, only does so to justify common 
practice and restricts relying on him to “Sha’at 
HaDachak” (extenuating circumstances), such 
as a wedding. 
Therefore, there is clearly no basis to ask a non-
Jew to turn on lights in the Bet Knesset, even for 
the purpose of enabling prayer and Torah study. 
Unfortunately, this is rampant in many 
synagogues. People think that whatever a Jew 
cannot do on Shabbat, the non-Jew can. This is 
not a way to run a Bet Knesset.  
In a “Sha’at HaDachak” (extenuating 
circumstances) after the fact there are 
precedents for relying on the Itur. For example, 
there was a case in Egypt, in which the lights in 
the Bet Knesset were extinguished on the night 
of Yom Kippur. As there was absolutely no 
alternative, and there was no way for the people 
to pray on that holy night, the Chief Rabbi, Rabbi 
Refal Ankova, instructed a non-Jew to turn on 
the lights. 
On the other hand, the Hatam Sofer did not 
permit using a non-Jew in a similar case, in 
which the lights were extinguished at the end of 
Yom Kippur. He instructed the Hazan to recite 
the Tefila of Neilah aloud and let the people fulfil 
their obligation by listening. 
SUMMARY: It is generally prohibited to instruct 
a non-Jew to turn on the lights on Shabbat, even 
for the purpose of accomplishing the Misva of 
Tefila and Torah study.  
 

 

Daf Yomi Masechet Yoma 

(Daf Notes) 

Daf yomi 

Daily halacha 
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Sense of Direction! 
On the Right: From the Direction of the Kodesh 
HaKodashim The Table stood on the north side 
of the Temple and the Menorah was to the south. 
The Menorah was then to the left of those 
entering, contrary to what we would expect, that 
the Menorah, which symbolizes wisdom and 
Torah, should be put on the right, the more 
important side. The masters of musar pay 
attention to this fact and say that indeed this is 
true. He who enters from outside, the mundane 
street, sees the Menorah to his left. But he who 
comes from the direction of the kodesh 
hakodoshim encounters the Menorah to his 
right… 
Almonds and Flowers?  
Tosfot Yeshanim asks: Why does it mention the 
flowers by the staff of Aharon if they grew into 
almonds; there were no flowers? He answers 
that there were both. Some remained flowers 
and others grew into almonds. [Look at the Dat 
Zkanim and decide if he says the same pshat.]  
The Ritva explains that some of the flowers 
remained in order to magnify the miracle.  
Rav Moshe says that the purpose of this miracle 
was to show that in spirituality, nothing gets lost. 
All efforts are rewarded - unlike by gashmiyut 
where you only get paid for results. This is the 
significance of the fact that the flowers remained 
afterwards. 
Reciting the Ketoret During the Week  
The Rama (132) writes that one should be 
careful when saying the “Pitum Haketoret” - that 
it should be recited from a siddur and not by 
heart, for since the recital is in place of the 
offering, and if one of the ingredients are 
missing, there is a death penalty. He continues 
that this is why some have the custom of reciting 
this only on Shabbos when one has more time, 
and he will not be in a rush.  
The Bet Yosef asks on this that death is only by 
the burning, and also only if it is intentional, 
therefore it can be said during the week as well.  
Perhaps this is the reason why some have the 
custom to recite this from a specifically written 
parchment, for this way, one will be extra careful 
to recite all of the words. 

“One and Seven”  
Dr. Berkowitz once told me from the Sefer 
Gachale Esh that the concept behind the 'one 
and seven' is based on the Gemara in Sukkah 
that the yetzer hora has seven names and the 
yetzer tov is the one above, which should be 
superior than the seven below. 

 

InterestIng MIdrash 

           (from Torah Tots) 

A Tale of Two Wives 
Korach was a man who had it all. He was so rich 
that it took 300 animals to carry the keys for his 
chests of gold and silver. He was an outstanding 
Torah scholar, a wise and learned man. He was 
the descendent of one of the most prestigious 
Jewish families, the sons of Kehat, who were 
given the special privilege of carrying the covers 
of the Ark. They were known for their Torah 
knowledge and warranted these privileges. 
Additionally, Korach was on intimate terms with 
both Moshe, the leader of the entire Bnei Yisrael, 
and his brother Aharon, the Kohain Gadol. 
By contrast, one of Korach's followers, a man by 
the name of Ohn ben Pelet, was none of these. 
The Torah mentions nothing by which Ohn ben 
Pelet was distinguished. Ohn ben Pelet was 
neither particularly clever nor highborn. It is 
therefore surprising that each of their lives took 
such an unexpected turn. In fact, the fates of 
Korach and Ohn ben Pelet were the exact 
opposite of what one might anticipate! 
The well-connected and intellectually gifted 
Korach met a bitter end. Not only did he bring 
himself to ruin, but hundreds of his followers met 
with the same fate. On the other hand, Ohn ben 
Pelet was saved, together with his entire family. 
Indeed, he was the only follower of Korach who 
escaped punishment.  
What was the reason for these different 
outcomes? None other than the conduct of their 
respective wives, and the influence they wielded 
over their husbands.  

Kidz Corner 
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Korach had a wife who fueled his resentment 
and humiliation over his secondary status. This 
led Korach to instigate a rebellion against Moshe 
and Aharon, for which the earth swallowed him 
and his 250 followers. In contrast, On ben Pelet's 
wife advised him not to participate in Korach's 
insurrection and at the very last second, his wife 
rescued her entire family from destruction. Her 
unseemly actions saved her husband from the 
same end as Korach and his 250 followers. His 
wife was a true "Akeret Habayit" (mainstay of the 
home), the embodiment of the highest ideals of 
Jewish womanhood. 
Korach's wife, by contrast, aided and abetted her 
husband and his group of rebels through her 
actions and words. Instead of being an Akeret 
Habayit, the main component and underlying 
foundation of the Jewish home, she chose to be 
an "O'keret Habayit," literally a woman who 
destroys and uproots her home. 
Here's the Story. 
Moshe had just been teaching the Bnei Yisrael 
about the Mitzvah of tzitzit.  
So when Korach returned home and his wife 
asked him "What's new?" Korach replied, 
"Today Moshe taught us the Mitzvah of tzitzit, 
putting on fringes of blue-wool." 
"What does this Mitzvah of blue wool mean?" 
asked his wife. 
And Korach replied, "He told us that Hashem 
commanded that we place fringes on each of the 
corners of a four-cornered garment: three 
threads of white wool and one of techelet (blue) 
wool." 
"He is playing games with you, that Moshe," said 
his wife. "Every day he comes to you with 
something new and says that Hashem has so 
commanded him. But it sounds to me like he's 
got a wild imagination." If blue wool is so magical 
that with one thread the obligation is fulfilled, let 
me make you a tallit (prayer shawl) entirely of 
blue-wool. Take it over to Moshe and ask him if 
a four-cornered garment dyed techelet blue 
requires tzitzit - fringes." 
This was just the beginning! She reminded 
Korach that Moshe made his brother Aharon the 
Kohain Gadol and his nephews as Kohanim. 
Where does the Terumah go? To the Kohanim. 

The Leviyim only receive the scrawny Maaser 
portions. And a tenth of that goes back to the 
Kohanim! 
"If that is not enough, he ridicules you. Didn't he 
force all the Leviyim to shave the hair from their 
heads? And what about when he and his brother 
Aharon lifted each and every Levi and shook 
them like a lulav in all directions? Surely that was 
meant to ridicule and humiliate you!" 
Korach finally gave in to his wife's arguments 
and decided to challenge Moshe. All that night 
Korach walked around the camp. He wasn't 
recognizable, since his hair was completely 
shaven off, moustache, beard and lashes. When 
anyone asked him why he was clean-shaven, he 
took the opportunity to complain about Moshe: 
"Moshe did this to me," he declared! "And not 
only to me, but to all the Leviyim. He also shook 
each of us as if we were lulavim. Meanwhile, his 
brother Aaron is all dressed up in fancy-
shmancy outfits."  
Korach convinced the men from Shevet Reuven 
to join him. That's where On ben Pelet of Shevet 
Reuven comes in. He's so impressed with 
Korach's words that he decides to go along with 
him. When On returned home, he tells his wife, 
"I have joined Korach in his fight against Moshe." 
On's wife knows that Korach is evil. She tells her 
husband that he is being foolish for becoming 
involved in Korach's insurrection. "What do you 
gain by joining Korach? Even if he wins, he will 
take the leadership for himself and not share it 
with you. If Moses is the master and teacher, you 
are his student; and if Korach becomes the 
master and teacher, you will still be his student. 
You have nothing to gain by becoming involved 
in the quarrels of others." 
On replies, "It is too late - I already swore to 
Korach that I would help him. I have already 
participated in the pep rally and have to show up 
for the main event. I swore to it, and you know 
that swearing falsely is a grave sin." 
On's wife, however, is not deterred, and she 
assures her husband that she will take care of 
the situation. "I have a plan to save you, " she 
answers. "It will prevent them from coming to get 
you, and you will not have to violate your oath." 
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That evening, On's wife proceeds to mix strong 
wine into her husband's drink until he becomes 
intoxicated. He immediately falls into a deep, 
heavy sleep. 
Knowing that the zealous members of Korach's 
band would not approach to look at a married 
woman grooming her uncovered hair, she sits at 
the entrance of her tent, lets her hair down and 
begins to comb it.  
Korach's people come to take her husband to 
Korach's gathering. When they see On's wife 
sitting there combing her hair, they immediately 
turn around and leave. Korach sends a second 
set of messengers to get On. But they, too, won't 
come close because of On's wife. So when later, 
Korach and his band are swallowed up by the 
earth, On ben Peleth is saved. 
This story teaches us the critically important role 
that a wife plays and the extent to which her 
behavior affects her husband and family. 
Korach's wife incited him to revolt against 
Moshe. On's wife saved her husband from a 
terrible mistake. 
Of this wife who acted with intelligence to keep 
her home intact, and who applied wisdom to 
save her husband, King Solomon says in 
Proverbs (14:1), "The wisdom of women builds 
her house." On the other hand, of Korach's wife, 
King Solomon continues…, "But folly plucks it 
down with her hands." For by her evil advice, his 
wife caused the ruination of her own home and 
led to the destruction of Korach and his entire 
party. 

 

As an afterthought, what did incite Korach to 
challenge Moshe and Aharon? Indeed, our 
Sages characterize his behavior as "shtut," an 
act of sheer stupidity.  
Korach made his final decision because of one 
big blunder. Korach had a vision of his future 
descendants. One of these descendants was 
Shmuel HaNavi, (Samuel the prophet). This was 
the source of his downfall. Korach assumed that 
if he was destined to have such a holy 
descendant, then his suspicions about Moshe 
must be correct. There was just one thing the 
vision left out… as the earth was about to 
swallow Korach's entire family, his sons realized 

their mistake and repented. Hashem spared 
them from Korach's unearthly fate. They lived to 
have children, grandchildren and great 
grandchildren, whose descendants included 
Shmuel HaNavi. 

 
Kid’z Korner       (Torah Tots) 

Yismach Moshe - I Hid In My Tent Until It Was 
All Over  
The Yismach Moshe was learning Parshat 
Korach with his young grandson, the Yeitiv Lev. 
The Yeitv Lev made a comment showing that he 
didn't think much of Korach. At that point the 
Yismach Moshe admonished him saying that we 
have no idea the greatness of Korach. "In fact," 
added the Yismach Moshe, "that I, myself, am a 
"Gilgul" from the Dor HaMidbar, and I, myself, 
was not sure who to follow since this seemed to 
be a valid argument between the two greatest 
men of the generation.  
His grandson then asked him, "If so, what did 
you do, and how did you save yourself?" The 
Yismach Moshe said, "Not wanting to be part of 
the Machloket, I ran into my tent and closed the 
entrance tightly. I refused to come out until it was 
all over."  
Vilna Gaon - A Good Machloket  Doesn't 
Disappears  
The Mishna in Pirke Avot (5:17) says that a 
machloket like Hillel and Shammai that is 
L'Shem Shamayim is Sofo Lihitkayem and will 
last, while a machloket that is not L'Shem 
Shamayim like Korach, Ein Sofo Lihitkayem, will 
not last. Shouldn't a machloket L'Shem 
Shamayim eventually resolve itself, while one 
based on ulterior motives should carry on 
indefinitely?  
The Vilna Gaon explains that a machloket rooted 
in hidden agendas and ulterior motives will 
change like a chameleon. As the argument 
carries on, it will grow and spread and no one 
will remember how or why it started. Whatever 
ignited it was not substantial, but only 
opportunistic and insignificant. Other times, a 
machloket becomes personal and takes on a life 
of its own and people forget why they started 
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fighting in the first place, so the original 
machloket is not Mitkayem.  
However, if a machloket is L'Shem Shamayim, 
there is nothing hidden and nothing personal. 
The only point of contention is and will always 
remain the disputed issue and will continue to be 
fought with clarity and integrity.  
 

Meshech Chochma - Only A Miracle Can 
Expose the Deepest Truth  
Moshe Rabbenu challenges Korach. He tells all 
of Bne Yisrael that if Hashem kills Korach in a 
miraculous way then, "Vidatem Ki Niatzu 
HaAnashim HaEleh Et Hashem; You will know 
that these people angered Hashem," (Korach 
16:30). Why do they need to die in a miraculous 
way? Wouldn't it prove Moshe is right if they just 
die on the spot and he remains standing?  
The Meshech Chochma explains that the 
tragedy of the whole fight was that Korach, 
Datam, and Aviram who were all great people, 
knew that Moshe and Aharon were appointed by 
Hashem, and that everything Moshe did came 
from Hashem's command. Had they truly 
believed otherwise, it would have made the 
avera less severe. Their gravest crime was that 
they told these lies simply as a way to ignite a 
rebellion among the people. It was the rest of 
Bne Yisrael that was caught in this web, having 
bought into the lies that Korach spread.  
Therefore, Moshe does not tell the people that if 
Korach dies it will prove that Moshe is right. He 
tells the people that if a great miracle occurs and 
these people suffer a horrific fate, it will prove, Ki 
Niatzu HaAnashim, that Korach knew the truth 
and did what he did simply to cause anger to 
Hashem. You don't need a miracle to prove who 
is right, but you need a miracle to prove what is 
in the heart of a person.  
 

 

(Rav Itshak Nabet) 

La Sagesse de la Femme 

La Torah nous raconte cette semaine la révolte 
que mena Korah contre son cousin Moshé 
rabénou zrouto yagen alénou. Le midrash 
amène la source de sa querelle : Korah dit : « 
mon père et ses frères étaient quatre : Amram, 
Yitsar, Hévron et Ouziel. Amram, l’aîné, avait 
deux fils, Aaron et Moshé, qui héritèrent de la 
royauté et de la prêtrise. Qui est plus approprié 
que moi pour le poste de prince de la tribu de 
Lévi ? Je suis l'aîné de Yitsar, le deuxième fils 
de Kehath, et pourtant Moshé choisit Elitsafan, 
fils d'Ouziel, le plus jeune des 4 frères. Je 
m'oppose à lui et je révoque tout ce qu'il a fait. » 
 A la suite de cela, Korah rassembla tous les 
sages afin de réfuter les décisions prises par 
Moshé. La dispute se finira par la disparition de 
Korah et de son assemblée, tous avalés par la 
terre. Le midrash cite le verset des proverbes 
(14,1) :"La sagesse des femmes construit sa 
maison". Cela a été dit au sujet de la femme de 
One ben Pelet."Leur folie la détruit de ses 
mains" au sujet de la femme de Korah. 
De quoi s'agit-il ? Le midrach nous dévoile 
comment One ben Pelet, un des associés de 
Korah, fut sauvé par sa femme. En effet, celle-ci 
lui fit boire du vin le jour de la révolte et siégea 
devant sa maison les cheveux découverts, 
empêchant ainsi les compagnons de son mari 
de venir le chercher. A l'inverse, la femme de 
Korah mit de l'huile sur le feu et poussa son mari 
à la révolte. 
 Il y a lieu de se demander de quelle sagesse 
Chlomo ameleh parle ici. "Le sage utilise son 
savoir pour distinguer le bon du mauvais afin de 
trouver sa voie qui lui est propre" nous explique 
le Malbim (zal). En effet, il n'y a pas de chemin 
universel qui convienne à tout le monde. 
Chacun, en fonction de sa personnalité, doit 
trouver la route qui lui est adaptée. La sagesse, 
c'est de savoir exactement ce qui est fait pour 
moi. Korah pensait que la répartition des 
responsabilités que Moshé avait effectuée sous 
l'ordre d'Hachem n'était pas juste. Alors il 
commença à convaincre son entourage qu'il y 
avait de meilleurs chemins pour eux. 
La femme de One ben Pelet comprit par sa 
sagesse quelle voie son mari devait emprunter. 
Elle ne rêva pas que son mari devienne un haut 
responsable. Elle voulait le garder ainsi, comme 
il était : un serviteur d'Hachem. Pour cela, elle 

POUR LES FRANCOPHONES 
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alla même à l'encontre de la volonté de son mari 
afin de le sauver. Elle comprit ainsi ce 
qu'Hachem avait déclaré lors de la création de 
la femme "Je lui ferai une aide contre lui". 
Parfois, ce sont les décisions les plus extrêmes, 
comme d'aller à l'encontre de son mari, qui sont 
nécessaires pour son bien et son évolution. A 
l'inverse, la femme de Korah ne chercha pas la 
route que son mari devait prendre, mais elle 
l'incita à devenir ce qu'elle-même désirait pour 
lui. Cette attitude, bien que fondée sur de 
bonnes intentions, se révéla destructrice et 
entraîna la perte de toute sa famille. 
De ces deux femmes, nous devons apprendre 
comment se comporter dans la vie. Avant le 
mariage, ou avant d'avoir des enfants…. 
Chacun espère beaucoup de sa future vie, de 
son foyer, de son travail…Et souvent la réalité 
est bien loin de ce qu'on imaginait. On se 
confronte à de nombreux obstacles. La sagesse 
est de savoir s'adapter à sa famille, à son 
entourage, sa maison…On ne doit pas essayer 
de transformer nos vies selon les modèles de 
nos rêves. Au contraire, nous devons construire, 
améliorer et embellir ce que nous possédons 
déjà. Nous devons accepter nos proches 
comme ils sont, car souvent ce que nous 
désirons n'est pas le meilleur pour eux. 
 Voila la sagesse que nous devons acquérir. 
Comprendre quelle est notre place, c'est-à-dire 
ce qui est bon pour nous afin de ne pas passer 
nos vies à courir derrières des rêves. En faisant 
cela, nous serons capables de construire des 
foyers saints qui amèneront la construction du 
troisième Temple très prochainement, béézrat 
Hachem. 
Cette explication est inspirée du livre Droch Tov. 

 
Libérer Son Ame 

 Cette semaine, dans la paracha Korakh, la 
Torah nous raconte une des premières disputes 
qui déchira les bné Israël. Après l'interdiction 
d'entrer en Terre Sainte à cause de la faute des 
explorateurs et les nombreuses punitions 
célestes dans le désert, la popularité de Moché 
Rabénou a sérieusement chuté. C'est à ce 
moment que Korah décida de mener sa révolte. 
Ce cousin germain de Moche Rabenou était un 

des grands de cette génération, tant au niveau 
spirituel que matériel. Cependant, vexé de ne 
pas avoir été élu chef de la tribu de Lévi, il 
s'engagea dans une révolution qui lui coûtera 
très cher. Il passa de tribu en tribu et expliqua au 
peuple que Moché avait inventé de toutes 
pièces de nombreuses Mitsvot. En outre, il avait 
favorisé les membres de sa famille en plaçant 
son frère Cohen Gadol grand prêtre, et en 
séparant les Léviim et Cohanim du reste du 
peuple. En peu de temps, le feu se répandit dans 
le camp. Des centaines de chefs des tribus se 
dirigèrent vers la tente de Moché pour 
revendiquer le droit au service dans le Temple. 
Moche Rabenou tenta de se défendre et de 
gagner du temps, Il leur proposa une preuve 
irréfutable  qu'Aaron fut bien choisi par Hachem 
comme  Cohen Gadol : "Que tout celui qui se 
prétend apte à ce poste apporte demain des 
encens à Hachem dans le sanctuaire. 
Cependant, sachez que seul le Cohen Gadol 
choisi par le Créateur sortira vivant !" Hélas,  
Moché ne découragea pas ses opposants avec 
ce test. Le lendemain matin, Korakh et ses 250 
associés se tenaient prêts à effectuer ce service 
divin.  
 Hachem apparut alors dans la tente 
d'assignation et annonça que tous les rebelles et 
leur famille disparaitront. Moche Rabenou  
essaya une dernière fois de dissuader les 
militants : il parcourut environ 2,5km pour aller 
tenter de dissuader Datan et Aviram. Cette 
tentative, elle aussi, échoua, ces réchaïm 
refusèrent même de lui ouvrir leur tente. Moche  
s'adressa alors au peuple : "Vous allez avoir la 
preuve que chacune de mes paroles a été dictée 
par le Tout Puissnat. Si Datan, Aviram, et 
Korakh meurent de manière habituelle, je 
reconnaitrai qu'Hachem ne m'a pas envoyé". Il 
se tourna alors vers Hachem et demanda de 
punir ces impies par une mort unique 
dans l'Histoire. Au moment même où il acheva 
sa prière, un miracle prouva que  Korakh et son 
assemblée s'étaient trompés. La terre s'ouvrit à 
l'endroit où étaient plantées les tentes 
de Korakh, Datan et Aviram. Leurs familles et 
tous leurs biens furent ensevelis. De l'autre coté 
du camp, dans le Temple portatif, un feu céleste 
descendit et consuma les 250 chefs qui avaient 
apporté de l'encens. Korakh, quant à lui, fut 
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châtié par les deux punitions : il brûla puis fut 
englouti dans la terre.  
Mais l'histoire ne s'arrêta pas. Les bné Israël 
reprochèrent à Moché et Aaron d'avoir causé la 
mort des 250 chefs. En effet, la disparition de 
Nadav et Aviou avait prouvé que celui qui avait 
apporté de l'encens sans permission avait été 
puni de mort. "Moché les envoya à la mort" cria 
le peuple. Alors une épidémie frappa 14 
700 bné Israël. Ce sera Aaron qui l'arrêta en 
brûlant lui-même de l'encens parmi eux, 
prouvant que ce n'est pas l'encens qui tue mais 
la faute. Hachem demanda alors a Moche 
rabénou de prendre un bâton par tribu et d'écrire 
dessus le nom du chef de tribu. Les douze 
bâtons seront placés dans la Temple portatif, et 
celui qui porte le nom du chef choisi par Hachem 
fleurira. Moché plaça ainsi les douze bâtons. Le 
lendemain, celui d'Aaron fut entièrement fleuri. 
Moché montra le bâton au peuple, et les plaintes 
cessèrent alors. 
 Lorsqu'on regarde l'intégralité de cette histoire, 
nous sommes en droit de nous demander : 
pourquoi Moché rabénou ne proposa pas le test 
du bâton depuis le début. Il suffisait de prendre 
252 bâtons et de les mettre dans le Temple. 
Celui d'Aaron aurait fleuri et l'histoire aurait été 
finie ! Alors pourquoi a-t-il fallu tous ces morts ? 
 Il est écrit dans la paracha de Béréchit 
qu'Hachem prit de la terre afin de former 
l'homme, puis Il insuffla en lui une âme de vie. 
De là, nous apprenons que l'homme est 
constitué de deux parties. Une partie matérielle, 
le corps, et une partie spirituelle, l'âme. En outre, 
une des caractéristiques qui distingue l'homme 
du reste de la création réside dans son libre 
arbitre. Le Rambam z’’l enseigne que tout 
homme peut choisir et devenir Tsadik comme 
Moche Rabenou ou Racha comme  
Yéroboam ben Nava. Pour s’élever, il doit 
s'éloigner de la matérialité, de son côté animal, 
et renforcer la force spirituelle qui est en lui. Plus 
un homme domine ses désirs et son mauvais 
penchant, plus il laisse de la place à son âme de 
s'exprimer. Mais celui qui tombe dans l'océan 
des désirs éteint la lumière qui est en lui. En 
quelque temps, un homme peut ressembler à un 
animal, c'est à dire faire disparaître toute trace 
de spiritualité. Même si on met un Talith et une 
kippa à un chien (comme c'est la mode dans 

certaines communautés d'Outre-manche) et 
qu'on le met toute la journée dans une 
synagogue, il existe peu de chances que cet 
animal devienne religieux. Pourquoi ? Car un 
animal ne peut s'élever spirituellement. Même si 
ce chien aperçoit un miracle de ses yeux, il 
pourra difficilement faire Téchouva. 
 De nombreuses personnes se plaignent de ne 
pas ressentir l'âme qui sommeille en elles. Le 
goût de la prière ou de l'étude n'est pas ressenti. 
Pire, certains assistent à des miracles et restent 
exactement comme ils étaient auparavant ! 
Nous devons savoir que tant qu'un homme est 
accroché à ce monde et qu'il étouffe son âme, 
rien ne peut allumer la flamme qui sommeille en 
lui. Le seul moyen est dans un premier temps de 
s'éloigner de l'animal qui vit avec nous. Et c'est 
pourquoi, Moche Rabenu ne voulut pas faire le 
miracle des bâtons de suite. Il savait que les 
bné Israël étaient tellement dans la recherche 
des honneurs, dans la jalousie et la convoitise, 
que même ce miracle ne les calmerait pas. Le 
lendemain, la révolte recommencerait de plus 
belle. C'est pourquoi, il proposa cette épreuve 
de l'encens et demanda à Hachem d'avaler les 
participants de la rébellion. Après avoir vu autant 
de morts, les bné Israël perdirent l'envie de 
convoiter la place des léviim. A ce moment 
enfin, ils étaient prêts à voir le miracle et 
accepter la vérité : qu'Aaron avait été choisi 
par Hachem pour être le Cohen Gadol. 
 Nous vivons dans une société qui nous incite à 
assouvir nos désirs. Il existe autant de sortes de 
restaurants que de pays dans le monde. Les 
films, les vacances…ont pour seul but : nous 
combler des bienfaits de ce monde. Cependant, 
le Ramhal zal dans le Méssilat Yécharim nous a 
promis que lorsqu’un juif domine son mauvais 
penchant, il s’élève et peut alors jouir de la 
Présence Divine. En s’éloignant de l’animal, 
nous nous rapprochons de notre âme et donc du 
Créateur. Alors qu’Hachem nous aide à faire ce 
premier pas, afin de pouvoir apprécier notre 
Service Divin comme il se doit, Amen  
ken yéhi ratson. 

 

Reflexion semanal 
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(Rav Yonatan Gefen) 

El Peligro de la Burla 
Al leer el relato de la rebelión de Kóraj, uno se 
sorprende con su tonto intento de desafiar a 
Moshé. Sin embargo, es claro que, en aquel 
momento, Kóraj consiguió persuadir a una gran 
cantidad de personas sobre la validez de sus 
argumentos en contra de Moshé y Aharón. Si 
bien la rebelión comenzó con un número de 
personas relativamente pequeño, en su clímax 
la Torá nos dice que él unió a “toda la asamblea” 
(1). ¿Cómo pudo iniciar una rebelión tan grande 
en contra de los hombres que habían guiado al 
pueblo judío a través de innumerables milagros 
en el desierto? 
Para responder esta pregunta, es importante 
analizar otro problema de la parashá. Uno de los 
argumentos principales de Kóraj y su asamblea 
fue su oposición a la designación de Aharón 
como Kohén Gadol (Sumo Sacerdote). Decían 
que Moshé había hecho esa designación 
unilateralmente, con un claro favoritismo hacia 
su hermano. Después de que los rebeldes 
fueron castigados, Di-s le ordenó a Moshé 
probar que Aharón había sido designado por 
orden divina, mediante la prueba de las varas en 
donde la de Aharón floreció milagrosamente, 
eliminando toda duda de que merecía ser el 
Kohén Gadol. Después de esta prueba, todo el 
descontento desapareció. 
Rav Leiv Jasman (2) pregunta por qué Di-s 
ordenó la prueba de las varas DESPUÉS de los 
castigos milagrosos que impartió. Si hubiera 
hecho primero el milagro del florecimiento de la 
vara, hubiera convencido al pueblo de la 
invalidez de sus argumentos en contra de 
Moshé y Aharón, y no hubiera habido necesidad 
de castigar. Y responde enseñando un principio 
importante de la naturaleza humana: Kóraj 
sabía que no derrotaría a Moshé en una batalla 
de lógica, sabía que los argumentos de Moshé 
eran demasiado fuertes para él y que Moshé era 
demasiado inteligente como para que Kóraj lo 
derrotara de manera racional. Entonces, 
recurrió a la devastadora arma de la leitzanut 
(burla), mediante la que denigró a Moshé y 
Aharón sin tener que justificar lógicamente sus 
argumentos. Vemos esto en las palabras de 
Rashi, cuando explica cómo Kóraj logró 

persuadir a tanta gente para seguirlo; la Torá 
dice que reunió al pueblo en contra de Moshé y 
Aharón. La pregunta obvia es cómo logró hacer 
semejante tarea, y Rashi explica que lo hizo 
mediante “dibrei leitzanut (palabras de burla)” (3). 
Rav Jasman dice también que la burla ignora el 
poder del intelecto y despierta la parte animal de 
la persona, donde la lógica no tiene importancia. 
Esto explica la idea del versículo de Proverbios 
que nos exhorta a no criticar al leitz (burlón); el 
leitz no está interesado en ningún argumento 
lógico, sino que quiere continuar con su estilo de 
vida y denigrará todo intento de hacerlo 
cambiar. 
Otro versículo de Proverbios nos dice que la 
única forma de humillar al leitz es mediante 
dificultades: “Prepara castigos para el leitz” (4). 
Rav Moshé Jaim Luzzatto, en La senda de los 
jutos, explica que, idealmente, una persona 
debe crecer y aprender de sus errores mediante 
el estudio de Torá y el jeshbón hanéfesh 
(reflexión), pero que el leitz es inmune a esos 
métodos y lo único que puede hacerlo cambiar 
son las dificultades. 
Esto, escribe Rav Jasman, explica por qué Di-s 
envió el milagro de las varas después de los 
castigos que golpearon a Kóraj y a sus 
principales seguidores. El poder de la burla para 
ignorar la lógica es tan grande que llega a 
despreciar milagros abiertos, cuando están en 
conflicto con el burlón. Si el milagro hubiese 
ocurrido antes de que alguien fuera castigado, 
los rebeldes hubieran hallado una forma para 
despreciarlo e ignorar sus ramificaciones, por 
medio de un comentario burlón. Recién después 
de los castigos devastadores, el poder de la 
burla fue vencido por así decir, y los 
sobrevivientes internalizaron la enseñanza de la 
vara que floreció. 
Esto explica cómo consiguió Kóraj persuadir a 
tantas personas para que siguieran una 
dirección tan tonta y desafiar a Moshé. Al anular 
su intelecto con palabras burlonas, se cegaron 
a los peligros de seguirlo. 
La senda de los justos escribe muy duro 
respecto a la naturaleza dañina de la burla (5). 
Dice que es uno de los principales factores que 
evitan que la persona desarrolle el rasgo de 
zehirut (alerta frente al pecado). La burla impide 
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realizar un análisis serio y, en cambio, lleva a 
menospreciar lo importante y a convertir todo en 
una burla. Esta persona no presta atención a la 
crítica de nadie, sino que usa la burla como una 
herramienta para escapar a la reflexión. De 
hecho, la burla emana de un deseo de 
escaparse de los temas serios que una persona 
debería enfrentar si quisiera servir a Di-s de la 
mejor manera posible. Es mucho más fácil 
reírse de toda posibilidad de crecimiento que 
enfrentar el desafío de lidiar con los problemas. 
Kóraj utilizó leitzanut para engañar a los demás, 
pero el iétzer hará (inclinación negativa) también 
la utiliza para engañarnos e impedirnos crecer. 
Aprendemos de Rav Jasman que la única forma 
de debilitar el poder de la leitzanut es con 
castigos. En lugar de tener que sufrir 
innecesariamente, es mucho más aconsejable 
que una persona sufra el “dolor” mucho más 
suave del musar (6). Esto puede hacerse de 
diferentes formas: estudiando obras de 
crecimiento personal, como La senda de los 
justos, que trata la burla en gran detalle, aceptar 
la crítica de los rabinos y los amigos o haciendo 
un simple jeshbón hanéfesh examinándose 
honestamente a uno mismo. Con seguridad, 
estas estrategias son mucho más deseables 
que la alternativa de atravesar un sufrimiento 
real. 

 
Notas: (1) Kóraj, 16:19.  (2) Or Yael, 3er Jélek, citado en Lékaj 
Tov, Bamidbar, Pág. 186.  (3) Rashi, 16:19.   (4) Mishlé, Cap. 
19.  (5) Mesilat Yesharim, Cap. 5.  (6) La raíz de la palabra 
musar es la misma que la de isurim (castigo), porque el 
autoanálisis y el crecimiento es doloroso y causa un cierto 
grado de sufrimiento. 

 

Arribando a la verdad 
(Rav Noah Weinberg) 

“Toda disputa que es en nombre del Cielo tiene 
resultados positivos y duraderos, pero toda 
disputa que no es en nombre del Cielo no tiene 
resultados ni positivos ni duraderos. ¿Qué clase 
de disputa fue en nombre del Cielo? La disputa 
entre Hilel y Shamai. ¿Qué disputa no fue en 
nombre del Cielo? La disputa de Kóraj y sus 
seguidores” (Avot 5:20). 
Era de esperar que la Mishná dijera: “la 
discusión entre Kóraj y Moshé”, para traer un 

ejemplo paralelo a “la disputa entre Hilel y 
Shamai”. ¿Por qué omite la Mishná a Moshé, el 
contrincante de Kóraj? 
Esta omisión nos enseña el significado de 
discutir sheló leshem Shamáim, ‘no en nombre 
del Cielo’. La discusión entre Hilel y Shamai fue 
en nombre del Cielo porque su único interés era 
descubrir la verdad, cualquiera que fuera. 
Ambos eran conscientes de que el mejor camino 
para descubrir la verdad es respetar al otro lado, 
escuchar su opinión y, luego, arribar juntos a la 
conclusión. “Vayan y razonemos juntos, dirá 
Hashem” (Yeshaiá 1:18). Cuando las personas 
de buena voluntad razonan juntas, poniendo su 
ego de lado en su búsqueda por arribar a la 
verdad, llegan a un entendimiento en común. 
Kóraj y sus seguidores no estaban interesados 
en la verdad, sino en imponer sus intereses 
personales y ganar la discusión. Para ellos, el 
otro lado de la discusión era irrelevante, por lo 
que no estaban abiertos a escuchar un punto de 
vista diferente. Entonces, en esencia, no había 
otro lado, razón por la cual la Mishná no 
menciona a Moshé. 
El poder de una flor 
¿Cómo discutes con alguien que no está 
interesado en oír tu lado? Examinemos cómo se 
puso fin a la rebelión de Kóraj, demostrando 
definitivamente qué posición es la correcta. 
Después de que Moshé, mediante el diálogo, no 
logró convencer a Kóraj y a sus seguidores 
principales de que estaban equivocados, reunió 
a todo el pueblo y anunció la primera parte de 
su prueba doble para determinar quién tenía 
razón: “Tomen para ustedes incensarios, Kóraj 
y toda su asamblea, y pongan fuego dentro de 
ellas, y sobre ellos pongan sahumerio ante 
Hashem mañana. Luego, el hombre a quien 
Hashem elegirá, él es el consagrado” (Bamidbar 
16:6-7). Luego Moshé presentó su reto final, 
anunciando audazmente la segunda parte de la 
prueba, que eliminaría toda duda: “Si ellos 
mueren como la muerte de todos los hombres, 
entonces no es Hashem quien me ha enviado. 
Pero si Hashem crea un fenómeno, y la tierra 
abre su boca y los traga a ellos y a todo lo que 
es suyo, entonces descenderán vivos al 
inframundo y sabrán que estos hombres han 
provocado a Hashem (ibíd. 16:29, 30). 
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Apenas Moshé terminó de hablar, Hashem 
obedeció realizando un milagro sin precedentes: 
la tierra abrió su boca y se tragó vivos a Kóraj y 
a su familia. Esto fue seguido por un fuego que 
bajó del cielo y quemó a los 250 hombres. Uno 
pensaría que es una presentación muy 
convincente, pero la Torá nos dice lo contrario. 
Al día siguiente, la nación se quejó ante Moshé 
y Aharón: “¡Han matado al pueblo de Hashem!” 
(17:6). “¡Asesinos!”. El pueblo no está 
convencido de la verdad respecto a la posición 
de Moshé, y la furia de Hashem se desata, 
matando a 14.000 judíos, hasta que Aharón 
hace expiación por el pueblo mediante una 
ofrenda de incienso. 
¿Qué fue lo que resolvió el conflicto y convenció 
finalmente al pueblo judío de que Moshé estaba 
siguiendo las órdenes de Hashem, y que no 
había sido nepotista al elegir a su hermano 
Aharón como el Kohén Gadol? La prueba final, 
ordenada por Hashem, fue que cada tribu 
pusiera en el Óhel Moed una vara con el nombre 
de su líder. Al día siguiente, la vara de Aharón 
floreció. Esto confirmó el correcto nombramiento 
de Aharón como Kohén Gadol y satisfizo a la 
nación. 
¿Cómo puede ser que el increíble milagro de la 
tierra abriéndose y matando a Kóraj, seguido del 
milagro del fuego celestial que mató a 250 
hombres, no convenció al pueblo judío, pero una 
vara que floreció de la noche a la mañana logró 
hacerlo? ¿Por qué la demostración más 
poderosa de la veracidad de la posición de 
Moshé no los convenció, mientras que el 

segundo milagro, uno mucho menor, fue 
suficientemente convincente para resolver la 
situación? 
En la primera parte, Moshé se enfrentó a Kóraj 
y a sus seguidores, junto a la nación, y les dijo: 
“Están equivocados, ¡y se los demostraré!”. Esta 
actitud puso al pueblo a la defensiva e hizo que 
se aferraran a su posición. Más allá de lo 
poderoso que haya sido el milagro, no estaban 
dispuestos a escuchar. La situación se volvió 
una batalla de egos. 
Si deseas resolver una diferencia de opinión y 
mostrarle a la gente que está equivocada, no los 
desafíes. Hacerlo sólo encenderá sus egos. En 
cambio, invítalos a razonar juntos y considera la 
evidencia sin tratar de demostrar que están 
equivocados. Cuando la gente es objetiva y 
quiere saber la verdad, un poco de evidencia es 
convincente. Una vara que florece es suficiente. 
La discusión no sólo fue resuelta después de 
esa prueba, sino que todos fueron a casa 
sintiéndose ganadores. El pasuk dice: “Y Moshé 
trajo todas las varas de delante de Hashem a los 
hijos de Israel, y vieron y cada hombre tomó su 
vara” (17:24). Cada hombre llevó su vara a casa, 
a pesar de que las de ellos no florecieron, 
porque no les molestaba no haber sido elegidos. 
De hecho, estaban orgullosos de ser parte del 
proceso que estableció a Aharón como Cohén 
Gadol. No hubo perdedores, cada vara significó 
ser parte de un bien mayor y se convirtió en un 
valioso tesoro que representó un momento que 
jamás olvidarían. 

 
 

Nahala of Rabbenu Tam zt”l 
this Monday the 4th of Tamuz 

 

Rav Yaakov ben Meir (Rabbenu Tam). The most 
famous of Rav Meir ben Shmuel’s sons, one of 
Rashi’s grandsons. He studied under his father and 
his older brother, Shmuel (the Rashbam), who was 
15 years his senior. His other older brother Yitzchak 
(Rivam) was 10 years older than Rav Yaakov. Born 
in Ramerupt, Reb Yaakov was only 5 (or 9, 
according to others) when Rashi was niftar, and 
thus was not zocheh to learn with him. He  

 
 
succeeded his father as Rosh Yeshiva in the 
Ramerupt. He was quite wealthy as a wine 
merchant and financier. On the 2nd day of Shavuos 
of 1146, Crusaders entered and pillaged the city of 
Ramerupt, taking all of his possessions and inflicting 
five knife wounds in his head. He was saved by a 
nobleman, who promised the mob that he would 
convert the rabbi. After this incident, Rabbenu Tam 
moved to Troyes and opened a teshiva. On 20 
Sivan, 1771, the Jews of Blois, France were subject 
to a blood libel, the first in Jewish history. And 32 
Jews were killed. Rabbenu Tam established that 
day as a fast day. Some of Rabbenu Tam’s 
responsa are collected in Sefer Hayashar. (1100-
1171). 
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