
 



 
 בס''ד 

   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 Announcement: 
Rosh Hodesh Nissan is BH one day, Thursday 

March 23rd  
 

Mazal tov!: 
We are so excited with the news that Beezrat 

Hashem we will be able to expand and grow with 
our new home for our Hechal Shalom community. 

Details to follow. 
 

Thank you: 
With much gratitude our congregation would like to 

thank Mr. Mark Atkins for his gracious and first 
donation of Ten Thousand dollars towards our new 
building.  Mr. Atkins has asked that such donation 
be in gratitude to Dr. Aquinin for having assisted 

him with his recent health issues.   May Mr. Atkins 
be blessed with an absolute healing, and may his 

effort influence the rest of our community to donate 
to this most worthy cause. 

 

Hazak U Baruch  to Mr. & Mrs. Mordechai Sabban 
for this beautiful Hiloula of Rabbi Elimelekh mi 

Lizensk. 
 

WEEKLY SCHEDULE  
 

SUNDAY 
 

Shaharit                      6:40am 
Shaharit #2 Hodu     8:30am 
Minha/Arvit                6:45pm  
 

Monday To Friday 
 

Shaharit:                        6:40am 
Daf Yomi                      7:40am  
Selichot 2nd Minyan:     7:15am  
Shaharit #2 Hodu          8:00am  
Shiurim    Recess 
Minha/Arvit               6:45pm         
Night Kollel                  Recess 
 

Shabbat Schedule 
Shir Hashirim               6:40pm 
Minha                            6:55pm 
Followed by Kabbalat Shabbat 
& Arvit 
Candle Lighting:            7:12pm 
Shaharit Netz Minyan      6:40am 
Shaharit:                         8:45am 
NEW Teen Minyan          8:30am 
Zeman Keriat Shema       9:53am 
2nd Zeman Keriat Shema  10:27am 
Avot Ubanim                  5:15pm 
Children’s Programs:       6:00pm  
Shiur                                6:00pm 
Minha:                            6:55pm 
Followed by Seudat Shelishit, 
Arvit. 
Shabbat Ends:               8:12pm                  
Rabbenu Tam                  8:43pm 
 

WEEKLY SCHEDULE  
 

           SUNDAY 
Shaharit                      6:50am 
Shaharit #2 Hodu     8:30am 
Minha                         7:20pm 
Followed by Arvit  
 

Monday  
To Friday 

 

Shaharit:                      6:50am 
Daf Yomi                    6:15am  
Shaharit #2 Hodu        8:00am  
Shiurim             6:35pm 
Minha                 7:20pm 
Followed by Arvit         
Night Kollel                7:45pm 
 

DONATION MENU 
Avot Ubanim $150,Kiddush $350,Seudat Shelishit $275,Weekly Bulletin $150,Weekly Daf Yomi $180,Daf Yomi Masechet 

$2500,Yearly Daf Yomi $5000,Weekly Breakfast $150,Daily Learning $180,Weekly Learning $613,Monthly Rent $3500,Monthly 
Learning $2000,Children’s Shabbat Program $500,Weekly Youth Program $360.  

Thanking you in advance for your generous support. Tizke Lemitzvot! 
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Refuah Shelema List 
     Men                                                                  Women 

 

• Yosef Zvi Ben Sara Yosefia, 
• Mordechai Ben Brucha Malka 

Shmalo              
• Yizhak Abraham Ben Sheli, 
• Yosef Yizhak Ben Sara Hana, 
• David Eliyahu Ben Miriam 
• Meir Raymond Ben Mathilde 
• Mordechai Ben Mercedes 
• Yaacov Refael Ben Alegria 
• Binyamin Simcha Ben Hilla 
• Yosef Shalom Ben Devora 

Neima 
• David Mordechai Ben 

Camouna 
• Yosef Ben Esther Rabinovitz 
• Ilan Mordecahi Ben Alin 

Ilana 
 

• Yizhak Ben Simja 
• Michael Ben Aliza, 
• Avraham Ben Leah 
• Menahem Ben Shira 
• Moshe Ben Rahel 
• David Ben Freha Rina  
• Mordechai Ben Miriam, 
• Aviv Ben Luba Miriam 
• Meir Ben Leah 
• Yitzhak Ben Rahel 
• Israel Ben Lea 
• Isaac Ben Mesoda 
• Haim Ben Marcell 
• Martin Geller 
• David Aaron Ben 

Rivkah 
 

• Simja Bat Esther,  
• Rachel Bat Sarah, 
• Nina Bat Rachel,  
• Gitel Rina Bat Yael, 
• Miriam Bat Sofy, 
• Rahma Bat Simha 
• Esther Bat Fortuna 
• Malka Bat Dina 
• Raizel Bat Miriam 
• Leah Bat Rivka 
• Sol Bat Perla 
• Chana Bat Bilha 
• Yael Bat Rut 

 

• Dalia Bat Roza 
• Nadia Bat Saida 

Gila 
• Esther Bat 

Estrella 
• Mazal Tov Bat 

Corina 

• Sara Ledicia Bat Mesoda, 
• Alegria Simha Bat Esther, 
• Naomie Bat Rarel Adda, 
• Malka Bat Joyce Simja, 
• Sivan Simha Bat Yehudit, 
• Natalie Rachel Bat Nancy, 
• Abigael Haya Bat Esther 
• Madeleine Bat Esther 
• Nurit Jacqueline Bat Rahel 
• Marcelle Mesoda Bat Alegria 
• Shira Yaffa Bat Sara 
• Eva Bat Yael Khayat 
• Camouna Bat Fortuna 
• Ruth Nehama Bat Sara 

 

 

Community Announcements 
(It is YOUR Community, make the most of it!) 

Miscellaneous Announcements: 
• This Week’s  Congregational Kiddush has been Kindly Sponsored by Mr. & Mrs. Yosef Ayash in memory 

of his Dear Father Mordejai Ben Shmuel Ben Simha z”l the 26th of Adar. Tihye Nishmato Tzerura Bitzror 
Hahayim Amen!   

• This Week’s Seudat Shelishit has been Kindly Sponsored by Mr. & Mrs. Mordechai Sabban in memory 
of her Dear Grandmother Daisy Guezala Bat Zora ve Chlomo z”l the 25th of Adar. Tihye Nishmata Tzerura 
Bitzror Hahayim Amen!   

• This Week’s Seudat Shelishit has been Kindly Sponsored by The Nahon’s Family in memory of Their Dear 
Itzhak Nahon Bar Esther z”l the 29th of Adar. Tihye Nishmato Tzerura Bitzror Hahayim Amen! 

• This Week’s Breakfast is available for sponsorship! 
• This Week’s Learning is available for sponsorship! 
• Last  Week’s Daf Yomi is available for sponsorship! 
• Last Week’s Avot Ubanim is available for sponsorship! 
• Last Week’s Raffle is available for sponsorship! 

 
Community Calendar: 

 
Donors Column 

We Sincerely Thank you for your generous contributions this Week! We truly appreciate it! Hashem should 
Bless them with Health, Happiness, Parnasah Tova, Success, & All the Berachot of the Torah Amen! 
sD 

 
• Mr. Haim Lahmi 
• Mr. Charles Sayegh  
• Mr. Jacky Werta 
• Mr. Moshe Kassin 
• Mr. Albert Benalloun 
• Mr. Eliyahu Chocron 
• Mr. Meir Benizri  
• Mr. Tom Rosen 

 

 
• Mr. Navid Nikmehr 
• Mr. Brian Boroff 
• Mr. Mark Atkins 
• Mr. Michael Cases 
• Mr. Aharon Cohen  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
   

 
 

 

The Children’s program 
in 4:45pm with Rabbi 
Fried & Mishnayot with 

 R’ Ariel Cohen. 
 

Avot Ubanim 5:15pm  
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Happy Birthday To 
• Mr. David Melul  Thurs. Mar. 23rd, 
• Mr. Gaston Benzaquen  Fri. Mar. 24th,  
• Saadia Aquinin – Wed. Mar. 29th, 
• Mr. Irving Levine – Wed. Mar. 29th, 
• Mrs. Evelyn Belecen – Fri. Mar. 31st  

 
 

Happy Anniversary To 
 

Nahalot: 
• Daisy Guezala Bat Zora ve Chlomo z”l the 25st of Adar 

(Mother of Mrs. Helyette Mamou) 
• Mordechai Ayash Ben Shemuel z”l the 26th of Adar 
• Salomon Cohen Scali Bar Shemuel z”l the 27th of Adar                         

(Grandfather of Mr. Salomon Cohen) 
• Elana Bichachi Bat Sara z”l the 27th of Adar 
• Itta Bas Shaul z”l the 27th of Adar 

 (Mother of Mr. Richard Moore)  

• lItzhak Nahon Bar Esther z”l the  29th of Adar  

(Late Husband of Nathalie Ohayon, Father of Esther, Yossef 
& Yaakov, Brother of Dr. Max Nahon )   

• Rajel Hola Ishto Shel Yitzchak Vaturi z”l the 2nd of Nisan                  
(Grandmother of The Aquinins)  

• Yosef Amram Edery Bar Yosef Amram z”l the 2nd of Nisan 
(Cousin of R. D. Elmaleh) 

• Yaacov Courchia z”l the 3rd of Nisan                            
(Father of Jean Paul Courchia) (Shabbat) 

 

Next Shabbatot: 
• Mercedes Aquinin Bat Mordechai z”l the 4th of Nisan                                    

(Mother of Mr. Saadia Aquinin) 
• Don Saadia Cohen Bar Cota z”l the 5th of Nisan                  

(Father of Mr. Isaac Cohen)  
• Shalom Bitton Bar Rachel z”l the 5th of Nisan                                      

(Grandfather of Mr. Ronen Cohen)  
• Estelle Esther Bat Mahklouf z”l the 5th of Nisan             

(Aunt of Mrs. Ilanit Taieb)  
Rachel Tangir Bat Alia z”l the 7th of Nisan               
(Grandmother of Mr. Simon Chocron)   

• Ruby Bat Saada z”l (Mother of Mrs. Silvia Benoudiz z”l)  
• Chana Bat Esther z”l the 9th of Nisan                                       

(Grandmother of Dr. Max Nahon) 
• Sauda Bat Miriam z”l the 9th of Nisan                                      

(Grandmother of Mr. Amichai Shoshan)  
• Dina Hakimi z”l the 9th of Nisan                                               

(Grandmother of Mr. Albert Gad)  

Torah Teasers (AISH) 
1. This parsha begins with Moshe assembling the entire congregation together (Exodus 35:1). What 
are two other places in the Torah where someone gathers together a congregation? 
2. In this parsha, what four types of jewelry do the Jews donate to the Mishkan? 
3. In this parsha, what is done "every morning" (baboker baboker)? What else in the Torah is done 
"every morning"? (3 answers) 
4. Where in this parsha are wings mentioned? 
5. Which two items in the Tabernacle are made of one solid piece of gold? What other item, used in 
the desert, was fashioned from one solid piece of metal? 
 
 
 

Answers 
1) In parshat Korach, Korach gathers a rebellious congregation around Moshe and Aharon (Numbers 16:19). In 
parshat Chukat, Moshe and Aharon gather together the congregation before bringing forth water from the rock 
(Numbers 20:10). 
2) The people bring "bracelets, nose rings, rings, and body jewelry" (Exodus 35:22). 
3) Bne Yisrael continue to bring gifts to Moshe for the Tabernacle, "every morning" (baboker baboker) (Exodus 
36:3). The same expression is used in the following three places: (1) In parshat Beshalach, describing when the 
Manna is collected (Exodus 16:21). (2) In parshat Tezaveh, when the Torah describes how Aharon burns the 
incense every morning (Exodus 30:7). (3) In parshat Tzav when the Torah describes how Aharon kindled wood 
every morning to keep a fire burning on the altar (Leviticus 6:5). 
4) The cherubs had wings that spread over the Holy Ark (Exodus 37:9). 
5) The cover and cherubs on top of the Holy Ark is made "of one banged out solid piece of gold" (Exodus 37:7), as 
is the Menorah (37:17) In parshat Beha'aoltcha, Moshe is commanded to fashion two trumpets, each out of "one 
solid piece of banged out silver" (Numbers 10:1). 
6) The following items are shaped as squares: the Golden Altar (Exodus 37:25), the Copper Altar (38:1), and the 
breastplate (choshen) of the High Priest (39:9) 
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Empowering the Spirit to 
Subdue the Body 

(Rabbi Eli Mansour itorah) 

Parashat Pekudeh continues the discussion of 
the construction of the Mishkan. The introductory 
verse of this Parasha refers to the Mishkan as 
"Mishkan Ha’edut" – "the Mishkan of testimony." 
Rashi explains that the Mishkan, which 
contained the Shechina (divine presence), 
testified to the fact that G-d forgave Beneh 
Yisrael for the grave sin of the golden calf. G-d’s 
willingness to reside among the people 
demonstrated that He forgave them.  
The Tosher Rebbe presents an in-depth 
explanation for this concept, how the Mishkan 
rectified the sin of the golden calf.  
The Gemara famously teaches that before G-d 
gave the Torah to Beneh Yisrael, he first offered 
it to the other nations. These nations, one by one, 
declined the offer, because they doubted their 
ability to adhere by the Torah’s laws. They asked 
G-d for a sample of the commandments, and 
determined that as frail, flawed human beings, 
they were incapable of committing to the Torah’s 
obligations.  
Beneh Yisrael, however, accepted the Torah 
without any hesitation, proclaiming, "Na’aseh 
Ve’nishma" ("We will do and we will hear"), 
committing to the Torah’s laws even before 
learning what was entailed. The reason, the 
Tosha Rebbe explains, is because by the time 
Beneh Yisrael arrived at Mount Sinai to receive 
the Torah, they had reached a pristine spiritual 
level. As the Gemara teaches, "Paseka 
Zuhmatan" – "their filth was eliminated." As 
human beings, who are comprised of both a 
physical and spiritual nature, our bodies often get 
in the way of the soul. Our quest for spiritual 
greatness is frequently thwarted and frustrated 
by our physical drives. But during the seven 
weeks leading up to Revelation at Sinai, Beneh 
Yisrael underwent an intensive process of 
spiritual growth, to the point where their bodies 
were completely subdued by their souls. They 
had reached such a high level that their bodies 
no longer "got in the way," that they were able to 

fully commit themselves to perform G-d’s will, 
because their physical drives were fully under the 
control of their spirit.  
Indeed, the Gemara teaches that when Beneh 
Yisrael proclaimed, "Na’aseh Ve’nishma," G-d 
congratulated the people for being like the angels 
in heavens. The angels have no evil inclination; 
they are completely and wholeheartedly devoted 
to serving G-d, without any temptations or inner 
resistance. This is the level Beneh Yisrael 
reached at Mount Sinai – that the physical 
component of their beings was under the full 
control of their spiritual component, such that 
they resembled the angels, who have no physical 
element against which they need to struggle.  
This pristine level was lost with the sin of the 
golden calf. This fall is represented by the 
difference between the two sets of Luhot (stone 
tablets). The first set, which Moshe shattered, 
was pure and pristine, created by G-d Himself, 
representing the people’s level at that point, 
before the sin, where the body was completely 
subdued by the spirit, such that they were 
entirely spiritual beings. The second tablets, by 
contrast, were hewn by Moshe, a human being, 
and G-d then engraved the text of the 
commandments upon them. This represented 
the usual human condition, the complex, messy 
combination between body and soul, the tension 
and struggle between our physical and spiritual 
elements. Just as the divine writing was inscribed 
on earthly stone, we, too, are earthly beings 
imbued with a heavenly soul.  
The Mishkan was the site of the offering of 
sacrifices. The sacrifice of an animal symbolizes 
the destruction of our animalistic tendencies, of 
our physical essence, of the part of our beings 
which resembles soulless animals. The 
experience of a sacrificial offering is intended to 
impress upon a person the importance of 
subduing his physical drives, of empowering his 
soul to restrain them. The image of an animal 
being slaughtered and then burned on the altar 
demonstrates the need to triumph over our 
physical impulses so we can live lives of spiritual 
meaning and purpose.  
And thus the Mishkan was "Mishkan Ha’edut" – 
the testimony to the people’s recovery from the 
sin of the golden calf. Although Beneh Yisrael 
never again returned to the level they had 
reached before the golden calf, nevertheless, the 
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Mishkan served to put them back on the path 
towards that pristine state. We will always need 
to struggle against our Yeser Ha’ra (evil 
inclination), our "animalistic" drives and 
tendencies. But the Mishkan teaches us that we 
can, and must, empower the spirit to subdue the 
body, and rise above the "animal" within us so 
we can devote our lives to the service of our 
Creator.  

 

The Precious Value of a Torah 
Home 

(Rabbi Eli Mansour) 

Upon reading Parashat Vayakhel, we cannot help 
but be struck – and perplexed – by the Torah’s 
verbosity. The Torah laboriously repeats all the 
details regarding the construction of the Mishkan 
which were already presented earlier, in Parashat 
Teruma. There, we read of G-d presenting the 
commands for how to build the Mishkan and its 
furnishings, and here in Parashat Vayakhel, we 
read of how Beneh Yisrael fully complied with these 
commands. But why did all the details need to be 
repeated? Why did the Torah not simply relate that 
Beneh Yisrael built everything as G-d had 
commanded? Why was it necessary for the Torah 
to specify each and every detail of the construction 
a second time?  
The Or Ha’hayim Ha’kadosh (Rav Haim Ben-Attar, 
1696-1743), in his commentary to this Parasha 
(36:11), explains that G-d repeated all the details 
of the construction of the Mishkan "Ki Habib Alav" 
– because this information is especially "beloved" 
to G-d. When we feel excited over something, we 
want to talk about it repeatedly. The Torah, too, is 
repetitive when it comes to particularly precious 
information. The Or Ha’hayim draws a comparison 
to the story of Eliezer, Abraham’s servant, who 
went to Aram Naharayim to find a wife for Yishak, 
and met Ribka, as we read in Parashat Hayeh-
Sara. There, too, the Torah seems to be repetitive. 
After telling us of Eliezer’s experiences at the well 
outside the city, where he met Ribka, the Torah 
then records Eliezer lengthy account of his 
experiences when he spoke to Ribka’s family. The 
Midrash, as the Or Ha’hayim cites, comments that 
all this is repeated because "Habiba Alav" – this 
section is precious and beloved to G-d. Similarly, 
the Or Ha’hayim explains, the details of the 

Mishkan’s construction are repeated because this 
subject is especially beloved to G-d.  
It is noteworthy that the Or Ha’hayim draws a 
comparison between the building of the Mishkan 
and Eliezer’s successful efforts to find a wife for 
Yishak – the story of the building of a Jewish home. 
The Or Ha’hayim here is teaching us that building 
a Jewish home is as precious and beloved to G-d 
as the building of a Mishkan. After all, when a 
husband and wife conduct themselves the right 
way, and run their home on the foundations of 
Torah values and Torah observance, then their 
home becomes worthy of the Shechina (divine 
presence). In essence, such a home becomes a 
Bet Ha’mikdash, a sanctuary, where G-d is 
present. We are to ensure to build our homes 
properly, the way the Torah instructs, so that our 
homes will be beautiful and sublime like the Bet 
Ha’mikdash, worthy of G-d’s presence and of His 
unlimited blessings.  
 

 
We Toil and Receive Reward 

— For the Toil! 
(Rabbi Frand from Torah.org) 

Parashat Pikude concludes the construction of the 
Mishkan. After the construction of all the individual 
components of the Mishkan, the parts were brought 
to Moshe. Rashi quotes the Medrash Tanchuma 
which explains that the reason why the Mishkan 
was brought to Moshe was because everyone else 
was unable to assemble it. The Mishkan was 
simply too heavy for anyone to lift. Since Moshe 
had not been personally involved in any part of the 
construction of the Mishkan, HaShem [G-d] 
reserved the privilege of final assembly for him. 
When HaShem told Moshe to assemble the 
Mishkan, Moshe protested that it was too heavy for 
him to lift as well. HaShem told Moshe to make the 
effort. “Make it look like you are trying to erect it.” 
Moshe made the effort and miraculously, it was 
assembled by itself. Since Moshe made the effort, 
he received the credit for having put it up. 
Rav Meir Rubman explains that we can learn a very 
important insight regarding spirituality from this 
Medrash. The Medrash teaches us that regardless 
of the difficulty of the task, we must make the effort. 
In other areas of endeavor, a person is only given 
credit for producing. However, when it comes to 
Judaism, HaShem is not necessarily interested in 
results; He is interested in the effort. 
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The concept that a person receives an “A” for effort 
is usually a backhanded compliment. In actuality, 
you received a “D”, a near failing grade, but at least 
you received an “A” for effort. That is the way it is 
in other areas of life. But regarding Mitzvot, 
Hashem merely asks that we make the effort. 
Whether the task is actually accomplished or not is 
often out of our control and up to Hashem. 
When we conclude a Mesechta (tractate of the 
Talmud), we say the prayer “We toil and they toil. 
We toil and receive reward and they toil and do not 
receive reward.” What does it mean “they toil and 
do not receive reward”? This does not seem to be 
a true statement. People do not work without 
receiving payment! 
The answer is that when we work (at religious 
tasks), we are paid for the effort, regardless of 
whether or not we produce. But ‘they’ are only paid 
for the bottom line. In all other areas of endeavor, 
toil that does not produce results does not receive 
reward. 
Not long ago (1992), I was in Atlanta for a Torah 
retreat. Atlanta is an amazing community. Thirty 
years ago, they did not have a minyan of Sabbath 
observers. Not so many years later, over 300 
people were coming to shul on Shabbos—all of 
them are in some stage of having intensified, and 
intensifying, their observance of Mitzvot. 
I asked Rabbi Emanuel Feldman (Rabbi Emeritus 
of Congregation Beth Jacob in Atlanta), “What is 
the key to your success?” Rabbi Feldman told me 
that the key is to try to plant seeds. That is all a 
Rabbi can do. He can try to nurture and water the 
seeds, but really all he can do is try. He never 
knows for sure whether or not it will work. 
For example, one individual who recently returned 
to intensive Jewish involvement and observance 
told Rabbi Feldman that he made is decision 
because of a Yom Kippur sermon that Rabbi 
Feldman delivered fifteen years earlier. A comment 
in that sermon had struck home. He did not act 
upon it then, but fifteen years later he decided to 
become religious. 
Success is not what it’s all about. Kiruv Rechokim 
is about effort. Whether or not the Mishkan is 
actually erected is HaShem’s worry. We toil and we 
receive reward—for the effort. 

 

Why No Praise for the Acacia 
Wood Schleppers? 

Parashat Vayakhel contains a review of the 
process of constructing the Mishkan and its 
furnishings, beginning with the solicitation of 
donations for the various building materials 
necessary for this construction. Among the 
significant items brought was Atze Shittim (Acacia 
wood). The pasuk says, “…anyone with whom 
there was found shittim wood for any work of the 
labor brought it.” (Shemot 35:24). In fact, there was 
a significant need for Shittim wood, which was both 
long and heavy. The Medrash in Shir HaShirim 
speaks of the central beam (Beriach haTichon) that 
wrapped around the walls of the Mishkan being 32 
cubits long. 
Where did they find such long beams? They were 
hidden in Egypt (Mitzrayim) from the days of 
Yaakov Avinu. Chazal teach that Avraham Avinu 
originally planted the trees for the wood for the 
Mishkan in Be’er Sheva, and when Yaakov Avinu 
relocated to Mitzrayim, he took the wood from 
those trees and brought it with him to Mitzrayim. 
The people took this wood with them when they left 
Mitzrayim. They carried it into the Midbar and 
eventually they used this “wood with a pedigree” for 
the beams of the Mishkan. This is referenced in the 
above-cited pasuk. 
The sefer Darash Mordechai by Rav Mordechai 
Druk brings a question from his own son: We know 
that Chazal spend a lot of time praising Moshe 
Rabbenu for the fact that he spent his final hours in 
Mitzrayim locating and retrieving the bones of 
Yosef which he took with him. (Shemot 13:19) 
Chazal praise Moshe by noting that the rest of the 
Jewish people were occupying themselves with 
collecting “the booty of Egypt” while Moshe 
occupied himself with Mitzvot, quoting 
the pasuk “The wise in heart, will take Mitzvot…” 
(Mishlei 10:8) The son of the Darash Mordechai 
asked his father: “Why is there no praise given to 
the people who made it their business to gather up 
the Acacia wood that Yaakov brought down to 
Mitzrayim and schlep it out with them?” If we 
consider that the central beam (Beriach ha’Tichon) 
was approximately 64 feet long (32 Amos) then that 
was certainly a cumbersome task, to say the least. 
There is no doubt that it was much harder to take 
responsibility for all that wood than to take 
responsibility for Yosef’s bones. The wood 
schleppers also did a very noble act. What is the 
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difference between Yosef’s bones and Avraham 
and Yaakov’s Acacia wood? 
The Darash Mordechai suggested an answer to his 
son, and then his son responded with an answer of 
his own. 
Rav Mordechai Druk answered that the praise 
bestowed upon Moshe was not merely for the fact 
that he schlepped, but rather for the fact that he did 
it while everyone else was busy collecting money. 
What does someone do when he is confronted with 
the following choice: On the one hand, there is 
a mitzvas aseh from the Ribono shel Olam to 
collect money—go into the vault and take out gold 
and silver, no strings attached! Who will hesitate to 
fulfill a mitzvah and get rich in the process? 
On the other hand, what did Moshe Rabbenu do? 
Forget the money. Forget the riches. I am just 
going to do the mitzvah of taking Yosef’s bones. 
The praise bestowed on Moshe is not for the weight 
he had to carry. If we would bestow praises based 
on pounds or kilograms carried, the wood carriers 
should be considered far greater heroes. Rather, 
Moshe was praised for forgoing the mitzvah with 
which he could acquire great wealth for himself, 
and instead focusing on a pure unadulterated 
mitzvah with no “matan sechara b’tziddah” 
(immediately accompanying reward). 
Rav Druk’s son offered another answer: Moshe 
saw the distinction being between a mitzvah ben 
Adam l’Makom (between man and G-d) and 
a mitzvah ben Adam l’Chavero (between man and 
his fellow-man). Work to build a shul is an 
attractive mitzvah. People will come to shul and 
see the wood that I broke my back schlepping. It is 
a mitzvah that will bring me praise and social 
accolades from my friends and neighbors. It is not 
hard to find people anxious to work for such 
a mitzvah. 
However, it is not so easy to find people willing to 
do a private kindness for someone else. A 
personal mitzvah bein Adam l’Chaveiro has neither 
the glory nor the publicity of a mitzvah involving 
public worship in a Mishkan of the Ribono shel 
Olam. Such a public mitzvah is actually less of 
a mitzvah than a private chessed to an individual. 
Yosef haTzadik had children and grandchildren. 
Really, it should have been their responsibility to 
take care of their grandfather’s bones. Let them do 
it! The fact that Moshe Rabbenu chose a Mitzvah 
bein Adam l’Chaveiro has value and superiority 
that trumps even a Mitzvah bein Adam l’Makom. 
I heard an interesting incident that bears this out. 

Rav Yitzchak Zilberstein has a sefer in which he 
brings interesting incidents related to Chodesh 
Nissan and to Pesach. His first story concerns the 
mitzvah of Birkat Ilanos (making a beracha on the 
first blooming fruit trees of the spring season). 
There is a Kabbalistic concept which emphasizes 
the preference of making this Beracha specifically 
over two trees. 
Rav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach, zt”l, was walking 
down the street in Chodesh Nissan and he passed 
a house with a fruit tree. He paused in front of that 
house and prepared to recite the bracha. Another 
Jew passed by and said to the respected sage, “If 
you go two blocks down the street, you will find a 
house with two blossoming fruit trees in front of it. 
Why don’t you wait two blocks and fulfill the 
mitzvah in accordance with the Kabbalistic 
preference?” 
Rav Shlomo Zalman pointed out to this Jew the 
window of the house in front of which he was now 
standing. “Do you see the woman in the window? 
She is a widow. She is standing in the window and 
is bursting with pride that I, Rav Shlomo Zalman 
Auerbach, posek of the generation, am making 
my Birkat Ilanot on her tree! It is better to do 
a chessed by bringing pleasure to a widow, even if 
it means making the bracha on just one tree, rather 
than adding the dimension of the Zohar’s 
preference of making the Birkat Ilanot on two 
trees.” 
This is again an example that if a person can 
combine into his Man-God Mitzvot a dimension of 
a Man-Man mitzvah, that is indeed preferable. 
Thus too, the private chessed that Moshe 
Rabbenu performed with the bones of Yosef 
haTzadik was an even bigger mitzvah than 
schlepping the wood for the Mishkan. 

 
The Two Aspects of the 

Mishkan         
 

(Rabbi Zev Leff) 
R' Shmuel bar Nachmani said in the name of R' 
Yonatan: The name Bezalel indicates his wisdom, 
for when HaKadosh Baruch Hu told Moshe to tell 
Bezalel to make a Mishkan, an Aron, and the other 
vessels, Moshe reversed the order and said to him, 
"Make and Aron and the vessels and the Mishkan." 
Bezalel then said to him, "Moshe Rabbenu, the 
way of the world is to build a house and then bring 
into it the vessels, but you told me to first make the 
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vessels and then the Mishkan. Where will I put the 
vessels that I make? Perhaps Hashem told you to 
make the Mishkan first and then the Aron and 
vessels." Moshe responded, "You are called Betzel 
Kel - in the shadow of Hashem - Betzel Kel - for you 
knew precisely how to interpret Hashem's words as 
if you were there, in his shadow" (Berachot 55a).  
To understand this difficult Gemara requires an 
appreciation of the Mishkan and its vessels. That in 
turn depends on understanding the relationship of 
our bodies to our souls.  
We live in a physical world, and our neshamah is 
confined in a physical body. For that reason, says 
Sefer Hachinuch, that which we experience 
physically makes a stronger impression on us and, 
in turn, motivates our hearts and souls. Thus, for 
instance, the eating and drinking of Yom Tov are 
designed to bring out the spiritual joy of our souls. 
The performance of actions associated with 
happiness, and not the mental contemplation of 
happiness, engenders that emotional state.  
The proper external actions are, according to Sefer 
Hachinuch, the means by which one reaches the 
proper inner intention. For that reason, one must 
occupy himself in the study of Torah - even shelo 
lishma (not for its own sake) - for learning will 
eventually bring him to Torah lishma (for its own 
sake).  
The majestic and awe-inspiring Mishkan similarly 
was a physical environment which exercised the 
most profound effect on all who beheld it. The 
physical impression it created was transmuted into 
a powerful inner feeling.  
Physical actions have another purpose beyond 
arousing the proper inner attachment to Hashem. 
Our task in this world is to place our spiritual beings 
in control of our physical beings. When we act in 
conformity with our deepest spiritual perceptions, 
we are actualizing our inner potential. Ramban 
explains (Bereishit 22:1) that the essence of the 
tests to which Hashem subjects tzaddikim is that it 
allows them to realize their spiritual potential in 
action. Actions performed with the proper intention 
infuse all realms of the world with spiritual power.  
Chazal derive from the command to gilt the Aron 
Kodesh from both the inside and outside that a 
talmid chacham must be the same inside and 
outside - tocho kebaro. Literally, his inside must be 
like his outside, seemingly implying that his inner 
state must be brought into conformity with his 
external state.  

If we examine the commandment of gilding the 
Aron Kodesh, we notice something interesting. 
There is first a general command to gild the Aron: 
"You shall gild it with pure gold" (Shemot 25:11). 
Then the Torah specifies, "From within and without 
you shall gild it." The first general command relates 
to the outside of the Aron, the physical which 
engenders the inner emotions. Then after 
mentioning the internal covering, the Torah again 
mentions the covering of the outside. This 
symbolizes the external expression that must be 
given to the perfected inner intention, the 
realization of the inner potential.  
This same dynamic relation between external 
action and inner intent is symbolized by the 
Mishkan itself. Prior to the sin of the Golden Calf, 
the Mishkan was not needed for G-d's presence to 
devolve upon the Jewish people (see Sforno to 
Shemot 20:21): "...in all places where I record my 
name I will come unto thee, and I will bless thee" 
(Shemot 20:21). With the sin of the Golden Calf, 
however, the people showed that they needed a 
physical entity upon which to focus their attention 
in order to experience G-d's presence. The 
Mishkan served this need, and hence only there 
could G-d's Presence be felt in its full intensity.  
The Meshech Chochma notes that in Ki Tisa the 
discussion of Shabbat follows the discussion of the 
Mishkan. In Vayakhel, the order is reversed. 
Shabbat strengthens our belief in G-d as the 
Creator of the Universe. As originally conceived 
prior to the sin of the Golden Calf, the Mishkan was 
meant to give external expression to that belief in 
Hashem. But it was not needed to engender that 
belief since G-d's presence already dwelt on each 
Jew wherever he was. Since the Mishkan was only 
to enhance our belief in the same way that Shabbat 
does, there would at that time have been no conflict 
between the activities of the Mishkan and Shabbat. 
Hence, in Ki Tisa, prior to the sin, the Mishkan 
precedes Shabbat.  
After the sin of the Golden Calf however, the 
Mishkan was needed for G-d's presence to rest on 
the Jewish People. Construction of the Mishkan 
was no longer an expression of Divine service but 
a precondition for that service. As such, the 
activities of the Mishkan and attendant melachot 
could no longer be permitted on Shabbat. This is 
hinted to in the fact that in Vayakhel, after the Sin 
of the Golden Calf, the discussion of Shabbat 
precedes that of the Mishkan, from which we learn 
that the activities of the Mishkan are prohibited on 
Shabbat.  
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We can now answer a famous question: If the 
Mishkan was an atonement for the Sin of the 
Golden Calf, why does the command to build the 
Mishkan in Terumah precede the account of the sin 
of the Golden Calf in Ki Tisa? The answer is that 
the Mishkan served two purposes. The first - the 
actualization of the spiritual strivings of the Jewish 
people - preceded the sin of the Golden Calf. Only 
the second purpose - the creation of a dwelling 
place for the Shechinah - followed the sin of the 
Golden Calf.  
Moshe was first told of the Mishkan before the sin 
of the Golden Calf. At that time, the structure of the 
Mishkan itself was of secondary importance, and 
the vessels through which man would actualize his 
feelings for Hashem were the principal aspect of 
the Mishkan. Therefore, Moshe mentioned the 
vessels first. The Jews were then far above the 
natural order of the world - in which the house 
precedes the vessels. They needed no majestic 
structure to house the holiness of G-d's Presence.  
Bezalel, however, received the command to build 
the Mishkan after the sin of the Golden Calf. He 
realized that G-d's intention now was to create an 
environment to inspire inner spiritual feelings, 
which would be actualized through the vessels. 
Bezalel understood what Moshe did not - that 
Hashem's original command was specific in its 
order because Hashem knew that Bne Yisrael 
would sin and require the Mishkan in order to 
experience His Presence.  
The word Mishkan is repeated at the beginning of 
Pekude: "Ele pekude haMishkan, Mishkan haedut 
- these are the accounts of the Mishkan, the 
Mishkan of witness." The original purpose of the 
Mishkan (with the "hey" hayediah) was to enable 
the Jewish people to express and actualize their 
inner emotions and beliefs. After the Sin, the 
Mishkan became Mishkan ha'edut, the place where 
G-d's Presence would be felt.  
There is an important message here for us. We 
must not feel hypocritical if we do the mitzvot 
without the fullest intentions that we know should 
accompany these activities. As long as we aspire 
to attain that kavanah (intention), our actions will 
bring us to that goal. In addition, we must 
remember that even at the height of spiritual 
inspiration, we must not minimize the importance 
of the meticulous observance of the physical 
mitzvot, for they are the true culmination of those 
spiritual feelings. Without them, the potential is 
unrealized. 
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8 Things Your Daughter-in-
Law Wishes She Could Tell 

You 
(By Sarah Pachter) 

Rules mothers-in-law should follow for a successful 
relationship. 
Mother-in-law, here’s what your daughter-in-law 
wishes you’d put into practice. And in case you are 
wondering, Hey! What about the things my 
daughter-in-law needs to hear?! Don’t worry, I got 
you covered. Click here. 
1. Don’t tell me I have it good. 

During a harmless conversation, a mother-in-law 
once casually asked what her daughter-in-law was 
up to. “Oh, I’m just organizing all of my winter 
clothing from the closet so that I can store it and 
make room for my summer clothing. My closet is so 
tiny.” 
Her mother-in-law said, “I think you have a perfectly 
sized closet!” 
The daughter-in-law, a student of mind, was silently 
seething. She felt judged and angry. 
“My mother-in-law is so obnoxious! She’s an empty 
nester with a huge house. Her master closet is 
larger than my bedroom! We live in an apartment 
where every closet is bursting at the seams. How 
can she tell me how great my closet size is?” 
It’s possible that this mother-in-law didn’t mean 
anything by this comment. Not relevant. Don’t tell 
your daughter-in-law that she has it good, even if 
that is what you believe. If she’s being vulnerable 
enough to complain to you, listen without judgment 
or opinion. Don’t be a positive Pollyanna when it 
comes to someone else’s life. And don’t tell her 
how much harder you had it either. 
Don’t compare me to anyone else. 

Parents should never compare their children or 
children-in-law to others. Such comparisons foster 
competition and create feelings of inadequacy. 

Food for thought 

mailto:parsha@shemayisrael.co.il
https://aish.com/10-things-your-mother-in-law-wishes-she-could-tell-you/
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They’re definitely not helpful in promoting 
closeness and unity. 
“This apple pie is almost as good as Jessica’s! 
Don’t worry Samantha, you’ll learn the secret one 
day.” 
Don’t tell your daughter-in-law what a wonderful 
parent your daughter is or how energetic or 
responsible other young mothers are. 
Even if your daughter-in-law is out of earshot, 
comparisons will only reinforce your negative 
feeling for her. Reflecting on any positive traits of 
your daughter-in-law and sharing them with her is 
a better way to express positivity. 
3. Don’t tell me how to raise my children. 

Mothers-in-law may feel that their daughter-in-
law’s parenting could be ruining their 
grandchildren. In turn, daughters-in-law feel 
undermined in front of their own children. 
Don’t undercut the discipline (or lack thereof) your 
daughter-in-law uses in parenting. You are the 
grandparent. That means you have to sit back and 
watch your grandchildren raised in ways that you 
feel may feel and not the best. 
As much as your advice and supreme knowledge 
may help, chances are it won’t be well received, 
appreciated or utilized if it comes from you 
unsolicited. And even if your daughter-in-law asks 
for your advice, tread carefully. 
Your days of parenting are over. The primary role 
of the grandparent is to first and foremost enjoy his 
or her grandchild. Lending support, 
encouragement and love are also things a 
grandparent can do. It’s through role modeling, not 
discipline, that you can have lasting influence. And 
your mere existence is a reminder of the rich 
history and ancestry of the family. 
But discipline and excessive spoiling do more harm 
than good. Align yourself with the way your children 
are raising your grandchildren. 
Know your place and you’ll be spared a lot of 
heartache and strife in the future. 
4. Don’t allow your other children to bully me. 

Mothers-in-law should never bully or exclude their 
daughter-in-law. Unfortunately, it happens all too 
often—either overtly or via micro-aggressions. 
Make a policy that you will not accept or stand for 
bullying or exclusion in your family. Particularly for 
females, exclusion is a form of bullying. 

A student once shared that her three sisters-in-law 
would often get together without her. “They go to 
lunch all the time without thinking to ask me.” 
Other women shared that their mother-in-law 
would sometimes host dinner in her home, inviting 
her children and their spouses, but not her and her 
husband. “I don’t know if it’s because she hates me 
or because her daughter hates me, but either way 
we get excluded.” 
This same mother-in-law would often take her 
daughter and other daughter-in-law on mini 
vacations, without her. She told me, “They don’t 
like me, that’s obvious. She sometimes asks me as 
an afterthought, or when she is already on the way 
to lunch.” 
Exclusion can be covert. One student shared that 
her mother-in-law would lavish praise onto her 
daughter and other daughter-in-law, while 
refraining from saying anything positive to her. 
“She would literally tell every other female in the 
room how beautiful they are or how ravishing they 
look. Then she would greet me and simply say 
hello with an awkward pause. She never tells me 
I’m beautiful or that the dish I made tastes good. 
I’m a human too, I also want to be complimented.” 
It is not only mother in laws guilty of bullying. One 
of the biggest issues I encounter from married 
students are challenges with siblings or siblings-in-
law. Competition can be fierce, and ostracization 
happens all too frequently. 
As parents, let everyone know that you will not 
stand for this kind of behavior. 
5. Don’t overstay your welcome. 

“Guests are like fish. After three days, they start to 
stink.” 
If you’re visiting your children’s city and plan to stay 
longer than a few days, get a hotel room or rent a 
vacation home. Do not occupy their personal space 
for more than a few days. Do not visit for extended 
periods of time, unless specifically invited. 
No matter how positive the relationship, after more 
than a few days in someone’s home, there is bound 
to be tension. 
When you do visit, offer to help out financially with 
groceries or any other expenses related to your 
visit. Don’t hi-jack conversations or attention, 
especially at hectic times like bedtime and bath 
time. Try to be as small of a burden as possible, 
financially, emotionally, or otherwise. 
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6. Don’t offer my help to others without asking 
my permission. 

A mother-in-law was volunteering at the local 
synagogue when the coordinator of an event 
asked, “Who can make centerpieces?” 
She responded, “My daughter-in-law would be 
great at that! Give her a call.” She gave her number 
to the coordinator who of course called. This 
daughter-in-law didn’t mind helping, but many 
would find this burdensome and intrusive. 
Don’t give out a daughter-in-law’s number without 
her permission, especially when offering her 
services to others. If you want to help, offer yourself 
first, and then ask your daughter-in-law if she would 
like to join you. 
7. Don’t show up unannounced. 

Everyone needs privacy. It’s a basic human right; 
it’s not a luxury. Do not arrive unannounced. 
8. Do not flake when you offer to help. 

If you offer to assist with the children or to babysit, 
don’t flake at the last minute. Your daughter-in-law 
is relying on you for that help, and when you cancel 
without notice, it makes things a lot harder. Your 
daughter-in-law would prefer that you not help at all 
than offer and not show up. 
These tips may feel a bit harsh, but trust me, your 
daughter-in-law is hoping that you’ll take this list to 
heart. These ideas aren’t for other in-laws – they’re 
for you. Take heed, and reap the rewards. 

 
7 Signs You’re Raising a 

Spoiled Child 
(By Solvie Jungreis-Wolff) 

And what you can do about it. 
No one plans on raising a spoiled child. But many 
parents I speak to admit that they think their 
children are more spoiled than they were at the 
same age. We all know that overindulged children 
grow up to be unhappy, selfish adults. The time to 
pay attention and make a change is now. 
First, let’s identify the most common red flags: 
1. Your child never accepts no for answer 

When your child refuses to take no for an answer 
and makes you cave in to his every request, you’re 

raising a spoiled kid. This is the child who throws 
tantrums until you give in. As he grows, there are 
persistent meltdowns and your constant 
surrendering. 
Bedtime, computer and screen time, snacks, even 
where you decide to go as a family on a day off, are 
controlled by this child’s wants and whims. 
2. Your child doesn’t give 

Your child finds it difficult to give up his seat, allow 
others ideas to take preference, or compromise 
when interacting with siblings and friends. He 
doesn’t want to share his time, things, and space 
with others. You realize that it’s simpler to ask other 
children in the family to do you a favor because he 
will put up resistance. It’s hard for him to even say 
‘please’, ‘thank you’ or ‘I really appreciate’. 
3. Your child is impatient 

Your child expects you to put your own needs 
aside, because his needs must be immediately 
fulfilled. He has no tolerance for waiting. He can’t 
imagine that someone may be inconvenienced by 
his desires. If you’re on the phone or busy with 
another child, you are supposed to drop what 
you’re doing to help him first. He cannot cope 
without instant gratification. 
4. Your child feels entitled 

A spoiled child is always thinking only of himself. 
Everything is about ‘me’: my needs, my wants, my 
cravings. If another child gets a prize or new 
sneakers, his reaction is ‘Hey! What about me?’ He 
always thinks he deserves the same or more. 
5. Your child is never content 

No matter what you do, it’s never enough. Your 
child has all the coolest gadgets and toys, but he 
lacks satisfaction. He’s always eyeing more and 
the next. He doesn’t know how to be in the 
moment, enjoying the experience and the people 
around him. 
6. Your child is a sore loser 

A spoiled child can’t accept disappointments or 
setbacks. When he loses or receives a poor grade, 
there is always someone else to blame. Nothing is 
fair. He yells at his teammates if they mistakenly 
mess up or at those who don’t do things his way. 
He requires extra praise and looks for constant 
recognition. 

https://aish.com/top-six-rules-every-mother-in-law-and-daughter-in-law-should-follow/
https://aish.com/top-six-rules-every-mother-in-law-and-daughter-in-law-should-follow/
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7. Your child won’t do the work without bribes 
or begging 

Basic tasks such as taking a shower, doing 
homework, or putting away laundry become an 
ordeal without a promised prize or compensation. 
Children who constantly require bribes, treats or 
dollars to get things done find reward externally 
instead of internally. They miss out on gaining inner 
pride, satisfaction, or the knowledge that they did 
the right thing. Instead, it’s all about ‘What will you 
give me if I do this?’ 
Limits and Discipline 

A spoiled kid is a child who has not been given 
limits or consistent discipline. Parents have 
indulged and ceded to their child’s tantrums and 
rants. 
Why would parents create such a monster 
situation, you wonder? Sometimes because they 
want to give their child all that they never had or 
experienced growing up. Or social media posts 
pressure parents to say yes when they know it 
would be better to say no. Some parents are simply 
exhausted at the end of a long day and lack the 
wherewithal to set rules and carry through with 
consequences. Others are afraid that giving firm 
limitations will impact their child’s self-confidence. 
How to Un-Spoil Your Child: 
1. Be Consistent 

Giving empty threats, not following through with 
consequences, or ignoring bad behavior while 
reacting to the same bad behavior at other times 
creates an environment where your children do not 
take you seriously. You are undermining your 
ability to discipline. 
When you do set a limit, believe in yourself. Don’t 
fall into the trap of saying no, feeling guilty, and 
then overcompensating and indulging.. 
Discipline should never be confusing. Say what 
you mean and mean what you say. 
2. Model Gratitude 

Children who are grateful are happier, more 
resilient, and handle situations better. They grow 
into adults who value and appreciate life along with 
all its gifts. 
Your home is the greatest classroom and you are 
your child’s greatest teacher. Model gratitude in 
your daily life. Stop blaming and complaining. 
Verbally acknowledge thankfulness not only for 

possessions, but for people and experiences as 
well. Don’t overlook little moments of blessing. 
3. Teach Empathy and Consideration 

Open your child’s eyes to the impact of his words 
and actions. If there is a new child in class, how 
does it feel to be lonely? What can we do to help 
him feel welcome? How do grandma and grandpa 
feel when everyone is talking to each other at the 
table, but no one is including them in the 
conversation? What can we do to help them feel 
vibrant and part of the family? 
If there is a neighbor, relative, of friend going 
through a difficult time, what can we do to show that 
we care? Even baking cookies becomes an act of 
kindness and empathy. Help your child become a 
giver. 
4. Teach Patience 

When another person is speaking, don’t allow your 
child to interrupt, even if it is a younger sibling. If 
you are having a conversation, teach your child to 
wait till you are done. If dinner is not ready, it is 
okay to wait. Nothing will happen if your child feels 
hungry for a bit. 
Role model patience in daily life, while on line in the 
supermarket, when driving in traffic, and with your 
mother in law when she visits. Patience means that 
I am humble and open to others coming first. 
5. Keep Your Connection Strong 

It is not about never saying no, rather it’s 
about how you say no. Don’t raise your voice in 
anger when setting limits. Validate your child’s 
feelings and desires, even if you cannot allow him 
to do or get what he wants. 
Seek out positive time together to cushion the 
difficult moments. Maintain connection and love, be 
present-both physically and emotionally, and 
recognize that it’s okay for children to experience 
disappointment. 
You are here to stop all your child’s frustrations. 
You are here to provide tools for life so that your 
child can deal with the future bumps on the road 
that await him. 
Don’t deny your child the opportunity to learn 
resilience, gratitude, humility, and grit. 
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Birkat Hailanot 
(Daily Halacha) 

The Halacha says that if someone sees Ilanot 
Korchim, trees that have began to bud, so he must 
make a Beracha; "Baruch Ata Hashem Elokenu 
Melech HaOlam Shelo Chisar BeOloamo Kelum, 
Uvara Vo Briyot Tovot V'Ilanot Tovot L'Hanot 
Bahem B'nei Adam." This is the Beracha we call 
Birkat Hailanot. Preferably, the Beracha should be 
made in the month of Nisan. Although the Beracha 
can really be made so long as you can see the 
trees budding, but according to the Kabala, there is 
a lot of mysticism behind the Beracha Birkat 
Hailanot. Rav Chida writes that there are different 
Neshamot that might be locked up into the trees, 
and therefore by making the Beracha we release 
them. So therefore, he says the best time to make 
that Beracha with the Neshamot etc., would be the 
month of Nisan. But if somebody would not have 
the ability, or was not able to see them, or the trees 
weren’t budding for some reason, of course he can 
then make it in the month of Iyar. That’s also the 
opinion of Chacham Ovadia Yoseph. The Halacha 
is that it has to be at least 2 trees. It has to be Fruit 
Trees. It has to also be at the time they are budding 
before they gave fruit, and it can be the same 
species. Which means you can have 2 apple trees, 
so long as both of them are budding, and you can 
see both of them, you can make the Beracha. We 
do not make the Beracha on a grafted tree. It has 
to be a natural fruit tree without grafting. Last but 
not least, Chacham Ovadia holds that ladies can 
also make Birkat Hailanot. It does not fall into the 
category of Mitzvat Ase SheHazeman Gemara. 
Because this is really depending on a seasonal 
item. If the trees would bud in Tevet, then we would 
make it in Tevet. It just happens to be that normally 
in the spring, that’s when these things happen. 
Therefore the Halacha is that ladies can make 
Birkat Hailanot. We have a few more days left in 
the month of Nisan, so one should try to make the 
Beracha if he has not done so yet. One should try 
to find these trees. These trees are around the 
neighborhood and so one should try to make the 
Beracha. 
 

 

InterestIng MIdrash 

(from Torah Tots) 

Don’t Light My Fire 
This Parsha singles out only one of the 39 types of 
Melachot (work) that is forbidden on Shabbat, - "Do 
not kindle any fire in all your dwelling places on the 
Shabbat day." Lighting a fire on the Shabbat is 
forbidden. But that only goes for your "dwelling 
place" - that is - your home. Back in the Mishkan 
(and later in the Bait Hamikdash) fire was a regular 
part of the korbanot (sacrifice) services performed 
daily, even on the Shabbat.  
Why does the Torah single out the Melacha of 
kindling a fire on the Shabbat day?  
Once, when Hadrian, the Roman emperor was 
chatting with Rabbi Yehoshua ben Chanina, he 
commented, "I am greater than Moshe - your 
teacher." Taken aback, Rabbi Yehoshua replied, 
"How can you claim to be greater than the greatest 
Jewish prophet who ever lived?" 
Hadrian went on to quote the Torah: "It says in the 
book of Kohelet (9:4); ‘Better to be a live dog than 
a dead lion.’ Moshe’s dead, I’m alive, so I’m greater 
than he is."  
Rabbi Yehoshua quickly replied, "Listen here, your 
Royal Highness, since you’re so all-powerful, do 
you think you can get all your subjects to stop 
lighting fires in their homes for three days?" 
"Sure I can," replied Hadrian, who immediately 
called in his royal officers to spread the decree of 
his new "no fire" law for the next three days. 
The very first night, Rabbi Yehoshua and the 
Emperor climb to the roof of the palace, and they 
see smoke rising from a chimney. 
Enraged, the Emperor heads out to the smoky 
corner of town, dragging Rabbi Yehoshua along for 
the ride. When they get to the violator’s home, 
Hadrian busts down the door and confronts his 
disloyal subject. "You know my decree of no fire in 
the home for three days. Why is there a roaring fire 
in your fireplace?" 
The nobleman replied, "I had a cold and my doctor 
recommended plenty of hot tea, so I whipped up a 
fire to boil tea." 
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When they left the house, Rabbi Yehoshua 
declared, "You see, that nobleman broke your law 
for his own convenience. Your subjects don’t even 
respect your laws for one day while you’re alive. 
Our Rebbe, Moshe warned us over a thousand 
years ago "Do not kindle a flame on the Shabbat." 
To this very day, you will not find any Torah true 
Jew lighting a fire on Shabbat. 
Indeed, no Jew did light a fire ON the Shabbat. The 
Torah states; "Do not kindle any fire in all your 
dwelling places ON the Shabbat day." But there is 
no halacha (law) stopping a Jew from preparing fire 
BEFORE Shabbat to keep their house and food 
warm and to light up the house on Friday night. 
There were, of course, those fanatics who said, 
"No fire on Shabbat means just that - no fire." They 
were the Karaites. When Shabbat rolled around, 
their houses went dark and they ate cold cholent. 
Our Rabbis call these Karaites fools. Hashem 
wants us to live by His laws, not to suffer from them.  
Our Sages also point out that the Torah does NOT 
say 'six days you shall do work', rather It says 'six 
days work shall be done.' The Torah is 
guaranteeing us that anyone who keeps Shabbat 
properly will merit the siyata dishmaya (divine 
intervention) and blessings from Hashem during 
his work week, until it will seem as if the work gets 
done by itself. 
House Full of Miracles 
Many miracles occurred during the construction of 
the Mishkan. Here are two.  
The boards of the Mishkan were not covered with 
gold the way it is done today; rather, plates of gold 
and beams of wood were made separately. The 
beams were then covered with the plates of gold. 
Since they were made this way, it would normally 
be necessary to use pins and nails to attach the 
gold. This could not be done since no nail or any 
iron could be used in the Mishkan. 
However, when the plate of gold was brought close 
to the wooden beam the plate would surround it 
and cover it. The Torah therefore says, "All the gold 
that was made for the work." The gold itself did 
what was necessary for the work to be completed. 

 
A SECOND MIRACLE AT THE MISHKAN  

The first thing that one must realize is that the 
courtyard in front of the Mishkan was 50 amot (75 
feet) long and 50 amot wide. In this space, there 
was the outer Mizbeah (altar) which was 5 amot by 
5 amot. The kevesh (access ramp), which was 

used to ascend to the top of the Mizbeah was 32 
amot (48 feet) long to the south. The Kiyor 
(washstand) was also between the Mishkan and 
the Mizbeah. 
The entire area in front of the Mishkan was 50 by 
50 amot, which is 2,500 square amot. All these 
articles were able to fit in that space. 
Only a small area remained. Even if the entire area 
were empty, no more than 2,500 people could have 
fit in there, one person in each square amah. 
However, the entire Bne Yisrael was able to fit into 
that courtyard on the day that the Mishkan was 
erected, although there were millions of people.  
The Torah tells us that there were 600,000 men 
over 20 years old. This was in addition to those 
under 20, who were not numbered. If we calculated 
the necessary space, an area four miles square 
would be needed to hold all these people. 
Therefore, it was a very great miracle that this small 
area could hold so many people.  
There was also a miracle within a miracle. Since so 
many people were in this rather small area, one 
would imagine that they were pressed tightly 
together. However, the opposite was true. Each 
person had plenty of room. It seemed to each 
person as if he had 4 amot (6 feet) of empty space 
around him. Each person was able to bow down 
without disturbing the person next to him. 
All the Bne Yisrael stood in the courtyard and saw 
the fire come down from heaven, standing like a 
pillar. It entered the Mishkan and went upon the 
Mizbeah, burning the fats of all the sacrifices; then 
it remained standing above the Mizbeah. All Bne 
Yisrael saw this miracle and bowed. 
At that time Divine inspiration rested upon them 
and they sang a song to Hashem. As it says, "All 
the people saw and they sang out and they fell on 
their faces." (Vayikra 9:24).  
The Mishkan was completed in Kislev, but Hashem 
wanted it to be erected on Rosh Chodesh Nisan. 
One reason given is that Hashem waited until 
Nisan because that was the month when our 
forefather Yitzchak was born. Another reason is 
that Nisan is a month of joy, when the Bne Yisrael 
were freed from Mitzrayim and Nisan is the month 
in which we will be redeemed in the future.  
In order to pacify Kislev, which had been denied the 
honor of celebrating the Mishkan's inauguration, 
Hashem pledged that another Sanctuary would be 
inaugurated in Kislev. That time came when the 
miracle of Chanukah took place, and the second 
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Bet HaMikdash was rededicated on 25 Kislev, 
which became the 1st day of Chanukah. 

 

Kid’z Korner        
(Revach) 

A Present for the King          
(Adapted from Mishlei Yaakov, p. 184) 
The royal palace announced that the king would be 
visiting a certain town in his kingdom.  Most of the 
townspeople, however, were quite poor, and could 
ill afford to buy a suitable gift for such an exalted 
guest. 
The town, however, did have one affluent resident, 
a local businessman. The wealthy man could 
have presented the king a gift of his own, but he 
decided that it would be better if all of his neighbors 
would take part in preparing a gift. 
What did the businessman do? He proposed that 
the townspeople should fashion an complex and 
beautiful ornament crafted from many intricate 
parts. Some sections were to be fashioned from 
gold, some from silver, and others from special 
gems and beautiful cloth material. For each 
section, he appointed a talented craftsman to 
supervise its construction. 
When the king came to the town and saw the 
beautiful gift, he was extremely pleased. The king 
questioned the businessman about how it 
was constructed, and he responded by suggesting 
that all of the craftsmen present themselves to the 
king. 
In this way, nearly all the townspeople had the 
unique opportunity - and great privilege - to meet 
the king in person. 
The King's Crown 
When organizing the construction of the Mishkan 
(the Tabernacle), Moses acted like 
the businessman in the parable. Moses invited the 
entire nation to take part in constructing the 
Mishkan. When the work was finished, Moses 
brought the entire people before G-d and 
announced, "The entire Jewish people - they are 
the craftsmen of Your Mishkan."  
It is written in Shir HaShirim (3:11): 

"Go out, O daughters of Zion, and gaze upon King 
Solomon and the crown with which his mother 
crowned him." 
Who are these "daughters of Zion"? And what was 
this crown? 
The Midrash explains that the term "daughters of 
Zion" refers to G-d's distinguished children - the 
Jewish people. (The word 'distinguished' in Hebrew 
is metzuyanim, similar to the word 'Zion'). 
And the crown placed on the King's head? That 
was the Tabernacle that they had constructed. 
In other words, the Tabernacle was a crown that 
distinguished the Jewish people, through the 
generosity and pure service of every individual who 
participated in its construction. This special gift 
enabled the entire nation draw close to G-d. 
Baron Rothschild Earns 800,000 Pound 
Sterling From Kiddush To Havdala  
Baron Anshel Rothschild although the leading 
European banker was a proud Jew and his emuna 
was legendary.  Despite all his multitude of 
business dealings, on Shabbat everything came 
grinding to a halt as if nothing else existed and he 
was simple Jew attached to his Shabbat. 
One time a large financial institution in England 
was on the verge of collapse.  It needed to be 
rescued by a person or group with great means.  
The directors decided that Baron Rothschild would 
be perfect candidate.  They drafted a proposal 
offering him the company for 2.5 million pound 
sterling. This price was considerably lower than the 
true value of the company but still not a steal.   
The telegram was sent Friday night and Baron 
Rothschild completely ignored it. Anxiously 
awaiting a reply, when no reply was forthcoming 
the directors took that as a lack of interest and the 
next morning sent a new proposal for 2.2 million. 
Of course, Reb Anshel did not pay attention to this 
telegram either and later in the day out of 
desperation the directors sent an offer of 1.7 
million. This one arrived on Motza'ei Shabbat and 
Reb Anshel opened it together with the other two, 
and sent back a positive response to the third offer.   
As soon as he sent off his reply he gathered his 
people together to update them on the transaction, 
and more importantly to teach them a lesson on the 
Koach of Shabbat.  Shabbat is not only profitable 
in the next world, but in this one as well for those 
who watch over it. 
 
If It Were The Chafetz Chaim's Shabbat  



 
 בס''ד 

   

The Chafetz Chaim once traveled to another city, 
and the people of the city emerged to greet the 
Gadol Hador.  Many wealthy men of the city were 
among those who came to greet the Chafetz Chaim 
and receive a bracha. 
One wealthy man approached the Chafetz Chaim 
and gave him a sizable donation for Yeshivas 
Radin.  The Chafetz Chaim grabbed the man's 
hand and began to cry bitterly, saying, "This hand 
gives tzedaka with such respect, and alas it is 
michalel the Shabbat."  The Chafetz Chaim 
continued to hold the man's hand and cry, and the 
wealthy man's heart melted, and he too began 
crying bitterly. 
The wealthy man said, "Rebbe, I promise you that 
from today I will keep the Shabbat.  But please 
allow me to be able to perform melacha this coming 
Shabbat at least, so I can wrap up my affairs."  
The Chafetz Chaim answered with great emotion, 
"My dear son, if it was my Shabbat I would be 
mochel you and allow you whatever you request, 
but it's the Shabbat of Hakadosh Boruch Hu, the 
King of Kings.  I can't allow even one moment of 
chilul Shabbat!  
The wealthy man accepted the words of the 
Chafetz Chaim, and began keeping the Shabbat 
from that week, and eventually became fully 
observant.  (Ukarasa LeShabbat Oneg)  
 
The Tchebiner Rav Doesn't Sleep On Shabbat   
For the last twelve years of the life of this elderly 
Gadol Hador, the Tchebiner Rav‘s health seriously 
declined, and he was instructed by his doctors to 
take a rest every afternoon. On most days, a 
bochur was put in charge during this time to ensure 
that the Rav was not disturbed.  
One Shabbat afternoon, the Rav lay down to rest, 
and for some reason the bochur was not on duty. 
Within a few minutes, there was a knock at the 
door. A few seconds later the knock became louder 
and more urgent. The Rav dragged himself up with 
difficulty and opened the door to find...a nine-year 
child!  
“Are you the Tchebiner Rav?” the visitor asked? 
When he received a positive reply, he announced, 
“My Rebbe in cheder told me that if I get the Rav to 
test me on my learning, and I produce a signed 
note to pRav e it – I will receive a candy! – Will the 
Rav farher me?”  
The Rav warmly invited the child in, sat him down, 
and tested him as requested. He also assured him 

that he was welcome to return after Shabbat for a 
signed note.   
As he saw the boy out, the Rav gently pointed out 
to him that in future he should take care not to call 
at people’s homes mid-afternoon on Shabbat, as 
they may well be resting. To this the child replied. 
“I know that! I would not normally knock on 
anyone’s door at such a time, but I was sure that 
the Tchebiner Rav would be too engrossed in his 
learning and would surely not be resting!”  
What was the Rav’s reaction? -  He kissed the child 
and thanked him for the rebuke! From that day 
onwards the Rav did not rest anymore on Shabbat 
afternoon, when he realized that it was perceived 
(by a young child) unbecoming of a person of his 
stature to do so. 

Chabbath, Apprendre la 
Déconnexion Totale 

(Rav Jonathan Gefen ) 
La Paracha Vayakhel débute par l’obligation de 
respecter le Chabbath : « Car pendant six jours, le 
travail sera fait et le septième jour sera pour toi 
saint, une journée de repos absolu en l’honneur 
d’Hachem ; quiconque travaillera en ce jour sera 
mis a mort. 
Les commentateurs se penchent sur la formulation 
énigmatique de ce verset ; on aurait dû lire : « Car 
pendant six jours, tu travailleras », à la voix 
active, plutôt que « le travail sera fait », au 
passif [2]. 
Ils expliquent que la Torah nous montre l’attitude à 
adopter, pour avoir la force de s’abstenir de faire 
une Mélakha (activité interdite) pendant Chabbath. 
Durant la semaine, la personne doit travailler pour 
gagner sa vie, elle ne peut pas croiser les bras et 
attendre que D.ieu subvienne à ses besoins, si elle 
ne fait aucun effort. Elle doit faire sa Hichtadlout, 
parce que Hachem en a décrété ainsi depuis la 
faute d’Adam Harichon. Mais en réalité, 
sa Hichtadlout (efforts fournis) n’est pas la cause 
de son succès, c’est Hachem Qui en est l’unique 
Source.Pendant Chabbath, Hachem nous ordonne 
de nous abstenir de toute activité créative, afin 
d’intérioriser cette idée et le fait que tout le travail 
de la semaine n’est effectué qu’à cause du décret 
évoqué. Or, si quelqu’un estime que ses efforts 
sont l’origine de son gagne-pain, l’arrêt de travail 
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pendant Chabbath lui sera très difficile ; selon lui, 
plus il travaille, plus il gagne et il trouve donc 
logique de travailler pendant Chabbath, comme 
durant la semaine.  
En réponse à cette attitude erronée, la Torah nous 
parle du travail fourni à la voix passive — car en 
vérité, l’homme ne fait pas le travail, c’est le travail 
qui est effectué pour lui. Hachem, pour ainsi dire, 
accomplit le travail et subvient aux besoins de 
chacun. Si l’on en est conscient, il sera bien plus 
facile de ne pas travailler pendant Chabbath, car 
on saura que notre travail n’est, en fait, pas la 
source de nos revenus [3]. 
Cet enseignement ne se limite pas aux 39 travaux 
interdits par la Torah pendant Chabbath. Nos 
Sages ont instauré l’interdit de parler d’une 
Mélakha que l’on prévoit de faire en semaine [4]. 
L’évoquer témoignerait aussi d’une mauvaise 
compréhension de la leçon du Chabbath, à savoir 
qu’Hachem subvient aux besoins de la personne. 
De plus, bien qu’il soit techniquement permis 
de penser à une Mélakha pendant Chabbath, il 
est toutefois louable d’éviter complètement ce 
genre de réflexions [5]. Cela montre que l’on 
réalise réellement, à travers le Chabbath, 
qu’Hachem dirige le monde et que le fait de penser 
à une Mélakha est inutile. 
Cette notion est rapportée dans la Guémara : on 
nous raconte, dans le traité de Chabbath, qu’un 
homme vertueux vit pendant Chabbath une brèche 
dans la barrière qui entourait son champ. Il 
programma de la réparer en semaine, puis se 
souvint que c’était Chabbath et se sentit coupable 
d’avoir pensé à une Mélakha pendant Chabbath. 
Pour montrer son regret, il décida de ne jamais 
réparer cette clôture et, en récompense, un câprier 
poussa miraculeusement, ce qui lui permit de 
subvenir aux besoins de toute sa famille [6]. Deux 
questions se posent concernant cette Guémara. 
 
Tout d’abord, pourquoi a-t-il décidé de ne jamais 
restaurer la barrière : en quoi était-ce une bonne 
chose et comment cela pouvait-il rectifier son 
erreur ? Deuxièmement, comment comprendre la 
récompense décernée, en quoi était-ce mesure 
pour mesure, une réponse à la décision qu’il prit de 
ne jamais colmater la brèche ? 
Nous pouvons répondre à ces interrogations grâce 
au principe que nous avons énoncé. Lorsque cet 
homme vertueux vit l’état de la barrière, il prévit de 
la réparer, oubliant momentanément 
l’enseignement de Chabbath ; Hachem est la 
Source de notre subsistance et les efforts de 

l’homme n’ont aucune valeur, sans Son aide. Pour 
rectifier son « erreur », il décida de ne jamais 
arranger la barrière, afin de montrer qu’il était en 
réalité conscient que ses efforts n’étaient pas 
l’origine de son gagne-pain. Hachem lui montra 
qu’il avait bien réagi et, mesure pour mesure, Il lui 
fournit une nouvelle source de revenus ; un câprier 
qui poussa sans aucune contribution humaine ! 
C’était la preuve qu’Hachem peut subvenir aux 
besoins d’une personne indépendamment de 
sa Hichtadlout. 
Il est très difficile, durant la semaine, de ne pas se 
laisser duper à croire que la Hichtadlout de 
l’homme lui permet de vivre et qu’Hachem n’est 
pas le Seul à subvenir à nos besoins. Le Chabbath 
nous offre l’opportunité de voir clairement que 
toute notre Hichtadlout est, en fin de compte, 
inutile [7]. 
 
Pendant Chabbath, tandis que les gens continuent 
de travailler dur pour gagner leur vie, les Juifs 
pratiquants cessent ces activités, reconnaissant 
qu’Hachem dirige le monde sans avoir besoin de la 
participation de l’homme. Comme nous l’avons 
expliqué, cette idée ne s’exprime pas seulement 
lorsque l’on s’abstient de faire une Mélakha, mais 
cela s’applique également lorsque l’on se garde de 
parler d’une Mélakha. Le plus haut niveau est 
atteint quand on évite de penser à une Melakha 
que l’on doit faire. Tous ces interdits sont censés 
nous faire réaliser que toutes nos réalisations de la 
semaine ne voient le jour que parce qu’Hachem le 
désire. 
Puissions-nous tous mériter de respecter le 
Chabbath sans faire, parler ou penser à 
une Mélakha. 
 

El Animal Social 
(Por Rav Jonathan Sacks) 

Al comienzo de la parashat Vaiakel, Moshé hace 
un tikún, una corrección del pasado, es decir del 
Becerro de Oro. La Torá señala esto usando 
esencialmente la misma palabra al comienzo de 
ambos episodios. Eventualmente, esta se convirtió 
en una palabra clave en la espiritualidad judía: k-
h-l, "reunir, congregar, agrupar". De allí derivan las 
palabras kahal y kehilá, que significan  
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"comunidad". Lejos de ser simplemente una 
preocupación antigua, esto sigue estando en el eje 
de nuestra humanidad. Como veremos, las 
investigaciones científicas recientes confirman el 
extraordinario poder que tienen las comunidades y 
las redes sociales para dar forma a nuestras vidas. 
Primero, la historia bíblica. El episodio del Becerro 
de Oro comienza con estas palabras: "El pueblo 
vio que Moshé se había demorado en descender 
de la montaña, y el pueblo se congregó (vaikahel) 
alrededor de Aharón…" (Éxodo 32:1). Al comienzo 
de la parashá de esta semana, al obtener el perdón 
de Dios y bajar las segundas Tablas, Moshé 
comienza el trabajo de reinaugurar al pueblo: 
"Moshé congregó (vaiakel) a toda la asamblea de 
los hijos de Israel…" (Éxodo 35:1) Ellos habían 
pecado como comunidad. Ahora estaban a punto 
de ser reconstituidos como comunidad. La 
espiritualidad judía es, antes que nada, una 
comunidad espiritual. 
Prestemos atención a qué fue exactamente lo que 
Moshé hace en esta parashá. Él dirigió la atención 
del pueblo a los dos grandes centros comunitarios 
en el judaísmo: uno en el espacio, el otro en el 
tiempo. El del tiempo es el Shabat. El del espacio 
era el Mishkán, el Tabernáculo, que 
eventualmente llevó al Templo y luego a la 
sinagoga. Allí es donde la kehilá vive con más 
fuerza: en el Shabat, cuando dejamos de lado 
nuestros dispositivos y deseos privados y nos 
unimos como comunidad; y la sinagoga, el hogar 
de la comunidad. 
El judaísmo otorga enorme significado al individuo. 
Cada vida es como un universo. A pesar de que 
todos fuimos creados a imagen e Dios, cada 
persona es diferente, y por lo tanto única e 
irremplazable. Sin embargo, la primera vez que 
aparecen en la Torá las palabras "no es bueno", es 
en el versículo que dice: "No es bueno que el 
hombre esté solo" (Génesis 2:18). Gran parte del 
judaísmo trata sobre la forma y la estructura de 
nuestra unión. Se valora al individuo, pero no se 
respalda el individualismo. 
La nuestra es una religión de comunidad. Nuestras 
plegarias más sagradas sólo pueden decirse en 
presencia de un minián, la definición mínima de 
una comunidad. Cuando rezamos, lo hacemos 
como una comunidad. Martin Buber habló del Yo y 
del Tú, pero el judaísmo en verdad es una cuestión 
de Nosotros y Tú. Por lo tanto, para expiar por el 
pecado que los israelitas cometieron como 
comunidad, Moshé procuró consagrar a la 
comunidad en el tiempo y en el espacio. 

Esta se ha convertido en una de las diferencias 
fundamentales entre la tradición y la cultura 
contemporánea del Occidente. Podemos rastrear 
esto en los títulos de tres libros emblemáticos 
sobre la sociedad estadounidense. En 1950, David 
Riesman, Nathan Glazer y Reuel Denney 
publicaron un libro muy sagaz sobre el carácter 
cambiante de los norteamericanos, llamado "The 
Lonely Crowd" ("La muchedumbre solitaria: un 
estudio sobre la transformación del carácter 
norteamericano"). En el 2000, Robert Putman de 
Harvard publicó "Bowling alone" ("Solo en la 
bolera: colapso y resurgimiento de la comunidad 
norteamericana"), un relato de cómo había más 
gente que nunca que jugaba bolos, pero muchos 
menos se unían a clubes y ligas de bolos. En el 
2011, Sherry Turkle de MIT, publicó un libro sobre 
el impacto de los teléfonos inteligentes y el 
software de redes sociales, llamado "Alone 
Together" (Conectados pero solos). 
Presta atención a esos títulos. Cada uno habla del 
avance de la ola de soledad, etapas sucesivas en 
el largo y extendido quiebre de la comunidad en la 
vida moderna. Robert Bellah lo dijo 
elocuentemente al escribir que "la ecología social 
se ha visto dañada no sólo por la guerra, el 
genocidio y la represión política. También fue 
dañada por la destrucción de los lazos sutiles que 
unen entre sí a los seres humanos, dejándolos 
solos y atemorizados".(1) 
Es por esto que los dos temas de Vaiakel (el 
Shabat y el Mishkán, hoy la sinagoga), siguen 
siendo sumamente contemporáneos. Ellos son 
antídotos a la atenuación de la comunidad. Ellos 
ayudan a restaurar "los alzos sutiles que unen 
entre sí a los seres humanos". Ellos nos 
reconectan con la comunidad. 
Consideremos al Shabat. Michael Walzer, el 
filósofo político de Princeton, llama la atención 
sobre la diferencia entre las vacaciones y los días 
sagrados (o como él dice, entre las vacaciones y el 
Shabat).(2) La idea de una vacación como una 
festividad privada es algo relativamente reciente. 
Walzer lo remonta al 1870. Su esencia es su 
carácter individual (o familiar). "Cada uno planea 
sus propias vacaciones, va a donde desea y hace 
lo que desea hacer". El Shabat, por contraste, es 
esencialmente colectivo: "Tú, tu hijo y tu hija, tu 
siervo y tu sirvienta, tu buey, tu asno, tus otros 
animales, el extranjero en tus portones". Es algo 
público, compartido, propiedad de todos. Las 
vacaciones son una mercancía. Algo que 
compramos. El Shabat no es algo que compramos. 
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Está disponible para todos en los mismos 
términos: "obligatorio para todos, disfrutado por 
todos". Como individuos o familias nos tomamos 
vacaciones. Al Shabat lo celebramos como 
comunidad. 
Algo similar ocurre con la sinagoga, la institución 
judía, única en un primer momento, que 
eventualmente fue adoptada por el cristianismo y 
por el islam en la forma de la iglesia y la mezquita. 
Antes señalamos el argumento de Robert Putnam 
en "Bowling Alone", respecto a que los 
norteamericanos se habían vuelto más 
individualistas. Él dijo que hubo una pérdida del 
"capital social", es decir de los nexos que nos unen 
con una responsabilidad compartida por el bien 
común. 
Una década más tarde, Putnam revisó su tesis.(3) 
Entonces dijo que el capital social seguía 
existiendo, y se lo podía encontrar en las iglesias y 
sinagogas. Su estudio demostró que quienes 
asistían de forma regular a un lugar de culto tienen 
más probabilidades que otros de dar dinero para 
caridad, dedicarse a trabajos voluntarios, donar 
sangre, pasar tiempo con alguien deprimido, 
ofrecer un asiento a un extraño, ayudar a alguien 
a encontrar un trabajo, y muchas otras medidas de 
activismo cívico, moral y filantrópico. Simplemente, 
ellos tienden más a un comportamiento cívico que 
otros. La asistencia regular a un lugar de culto es 
el signo que permite predecir con mayor precisión 
el altruismo, más que cualquier otro factor, 
incluyendo el género, la educación, los ingresos, la 
raza, la región, el estado civil, la ideología y la 
edad. 
Lo más fascinante de sus hallazgos es que el 
factor clave es ser parte de una comunidad 
religiosa. Lo que no resulta relevante es lo que uno 
cree. Los hallazgos de la investigación sugieren 
que un ateo que va regularmente a un lugar de 
culto (quizás para acompañar a su cónyuge o a un 
hijo), tiene más probabilidades de ser voluntario en 
un comedor de beneficencia que un creyente 
ferviente que siempre reza solo en su casa. El 
factor clave es la comunidad. 
Esta puede ser una de las funciones más 
importantes de la religión en una era secular: 
mantener viva la comunidad. La mayoría 
necesitamos a la comunidad. Somos animales 
sociales. Los biólogos evolutivos han sugerido que 
el gran incremento de tamaño del cerebro 
representado por el Homo sapiens se debió 
específicamente a la necesidad de formar redes 
sociales más extensas. Más que el poder de la 

razón, lo que nos diferencia de otros animales es 
la capacidad humana de cooperar en grandes 
equipos. Como dice la Torá, no es bueno estar 
solo. 
Investigaciones recientes también llegaron a esta 
conclusión. Con quien te asocias tiene un fuerte 
impacto en lo que haces y en quién te conviertes. 
En el 2009, Nicholas Christakis y James Fowler 
analizaron estadísticamente a un grupo de 5.124 
sujetos y sus 53.228 nexos con amigos, parientes 
y colegas laborales. Ellos descubrieron que si un 
amigo comienza a fumar, eso incrementa 
significativamente las probabilidades de que 
también tú lo hagas (en un 36 por ciento). Lo 
mismo ocurre con la bebida, la delgadez, la 
obesidad y muchos otros patrones de 
comportamiento.(4) Nos volvemos parecidos a las 
personas con quienes estamos. 
Un estudio sobre los alumnos de la universidad 
Dartmouth en el año 2000 reveló que si compartes 
la habitación con alguien que tiene buenos hábitos 
de estudio, es probable que mejore tu propio 
rendimiento. Un estudio de Princeton del 2006 
demostró que si tu hermano tiene un hijo, eso hace 
un 15 por ciento más probable que tú también lo 
tengas en los próximos dos años. El "contagio 
social" existe. Nos vemos profundamente 
influenciados por nuestros amigos, tal como 
declaró Maimónides en su código legal, Mishné 
Torá (Leyes de las cualidades del carácter, 6:1). 
Lo que nos lleva de regreso a Moshé y Vaiakel. Al 
colocar a la comunidad en el centro de la vida 
religiosa y darle un hogar en el espacio y en el 
tiempo (la sinagoga y el Shabat), Moshé estaba 
demostrando el poder positivo de la comunidad, tal 
como el episodio del Becerro de Oro mostró su 
poder negativo. La espiritualidad judía es en su 
mayor parte profundamente comunal. Por lo tanto, 
esta es mi definición de la fe judía: la redención de 
nuestra soledad. 
Shabat Shalom. 
  

Nahala of Rav Yaakov 
Kamenetsky Friday 29th of Adar 
 

NAHALOT 

https://aishlatino.com/shabat-shalom/
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Rav Yaakov Kamenetsky (1891-1986). Born on 
the 21 Adar, in Dolhinov, he left for Minsk at the 
age of  
11. Among his friends there were the future Rav 
Reuven Grozovsky, and the young Aaron Kotler. 
Shortly after Pesach in 1905, Reb Yaakov and 
Reb Aaron traveled to Slobodka to learn under 
the supervision of the Alter of Slobodka. Reb 
Yaakov also learned in Slutzk. During World War 
I he took refuge in Lomza in the yeshiva of Reb 
Yechiel Michel Gordon. On 22 Sivan, 1919, he 
married the Rebbetzin Ita Ettel. On 11th Av 1937, 
he left for America. In 1945, he accepted the 
request of Reb Shraga Feivel Mendelovitz that 
he take up the position of rosh yeshiva in Mesivta 
Torah Vodaas, a position he kept for the rest of 
his life. His chidushim were printed in his seforim 
Emes LeYaakov, on Torah and on Shas. As he 
requested, he was buried in Brooklyn, since he 
pointed out that most of his family live in America 
and would not always be able to travel to his 
kever in Eretz Yisrael. From this, his last request 
we learn yet another chapter of his feelings for 
others.   

 

BSISA 
On Rosh Hodesh, the first day of Nisan , the 
Jewish month during which we 
celebrate Passover, Jews from Tunisia partake 
in a ritual called “Bsisa” or “El Bsisa.” The ritual 
serves as a bridge between the holidays 
of Purim and PessaH and takes place entirely in 
the home. The ritual is centered around a dish 
called the “Bsisa” which is made in a deep bowl 
and is filled wheat, barley, dried fruits, honey, 
olive oil and other sweets. Since in the biblical 
narrative, Rosh Hodesh Nisan is the culmination 
of the building of the Mishkan, the holy 
tabernacle in the desert, the dish is meant to 
replicate what Moses made in celebration of 
completing the building of the Mishkan. The 
ritual differs from community to community in 
Tunisia, but according to those who remember 
celebrating the custom in those countries there 
are a number of important features. In all 
communities the focal point of the ritual was the 
turning of a key in the Bsisa mixture while a 

blessing in Arabic was recited. In addition to the 
traditional formulaic blessing, it was common for 
the mother of the family to offer additional 
blessings. In some communities it was common 
to lock the doors of the home from sundown until 
the next morning and not allow any members of 
the house to leave. In others, women took off 
their gold necklaces and bracelets and placed 
them in the “Bsisa” to symbolize the gold that 
women donated to the building of the temple. 
What is clear throughout these various customs 
is the mirroring or replicating function that 
the Bsisa played in offering the celebration of the 
building of the Mishkan and the Temple to be 
understood on the level of each individual home. 

 You, who opens without a ַיא ַפַתח ְּבַלא ַמְפַתח 
key 

 You, who gives without anyַיא ַעַטאי ְּבַלא ַמַנא
donation 
 
 Give (success) to us and toֻאְרזְֻקַנה ַוְרזֻק ִמַּנה
others 
 
 And give to all of us theַוְרזֻק ְלַעֵּביד ְלֻּכֻלְלַנה 
believers 
At the end of the ceremony some families read the 
verses from the Torah describing the completion of 
the Mishkan in Parashat Pekudei. 
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